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GUINEA  FOWLS. 


Their  Economic  Value  and  Interesting  Habits. 


_EOMtime  to  time,  in  vari- 
ous poultry  journals 
recently  1  have  come 
across  articles  treating 
upon  the  desirableness  of 
keeping  the  above  species 
oi  domestic  poultry,  and 
giviui:  advice  about  hoiv  to  raise  them.  Most 
of  tbem,  however,  appear  to  emanate  from 
writers  who  have  had  but  a  limited  experience 
in  breeding  them. 

This  valuable  addition  to  the  poultry  farm 
certainly  does  not  get  the  consideration  their 
merits  call  for,  as  at  any  rate  in  the  eastern 
states  we  do  not  meet  with  them  in  any  great 
numbers.  At  this  I  am  somewhat  surprised, 
as,  properly  handled,  they  are  about  the  most 
profitable  of  all  kinds  of  poultry,  requiring  the 
least  care  and  attention  of  any,  and  cost  of 
feed  is  next  to  nothing  if  they  are  handled  as 
they  ought  to  be. 

I  have  not  been  without  a  flock  of  Guineas, 
or,  as  they  call  them  sometimes  in  England, 
Galenas,  for  about  nine  years,  and  would  not 
be  without  them  under  any  circumstances  so 
long  as  my  surroundings  place  me  in  a  posi- 
tion to  give  them  an  unlimited  run.  This  they 
require  and  must  have  if  satisfactory  results 
are'  to  be  attained. 

Some  writers  tell  us  it  is  good  to  have  a  few 
around,  as  they  keep  the  hawks  away  from 
the  little  chickens:  mine  don't,  and  I  happen 
to  live  in  a  section  infested  with  hawks,  being 
surrounded  with  extensive  woodland  ;  nor  do 
they  keep  the  crows  away,  eitber,  when  feed- 
ing their  young.  Hawks  and  crows  care  as 
much  for  the  clatter  of  Guinea  fowls  as  they  do 
for  the  croaking  of  a  bullfrog,  and  no  more. 

The  best  remedy  1  find  for  limiting  the 
depredation  of  hawks  and  crows  during  the 
breeding  season,  is  a  good  gun  or  rifle  and  a 
fellow  at  the  butt  end  of  it  that  knows  how  to 
use  it.  Later  in  the  season  it  is  well  to  mark 
any  old  stump  or  tali  post  in  a  picket  fence 
they  are  accustomed  to  light  upon  to  rest  and 
survey  the  surroundings,  and  a  common  steel 
trap  placed  on  it  will,  in  a  short  time,  thin 
them  down  in  a  way  that  does  not  scare  them, 
but  keeps  them  fast  until  the  poultryman  gets 
around  to  give  them  the  quietus,  and  prevent 
future  depredations. 

Some  writers  tell  us  a  few  Guinea  fowls 
around  one's  premises  is  as  good  as  a  watch 
dog  for  giving  alarms  when  prowling  thieves 
are  around  after  dark.  Give  me  the  dog 
every  time,  as  my  experience  with  Guinea 
fowls  at  night  is  that  they  are  not  above 
making  a  noise  whether  there  is  anyone 
around  or  not,  just  as  some  watch  dogs  will 
bark  at  tlie  moon. 

Xo,  it  is  not  on  the  score  of  the  foregoing 
reasons  that  I  raise  Guinea  fowls,  but  for 
their  intrinsic  value  as  profitable  food  pro- 
ducers, and  of  a  class  that  no  other  breed  of 
domestic  poultry  can  approach  in  quality,  and 
for  this  very  reason,  unless  someone  wants  to 
purchase  a  pair  for  stock  purposes,  I  never 
part  with  a  bird  I  raise  on  any  account,  but 
raise  them  solely  for  my  own  table  in  prefer- 
ence to  chickens. 

Some  folks  are  very  fastidious,  and  object  to 
the  Pearl  Guineas  on  account  of  their  dark 
colored  flesh.  To  this  I  do  not  oliject.  Their 
flesh  is  tender  and  juicy,  short  in  texture,  and 


of  a  flavor  equal  to  the  English  Ring-neck 
pheasant:  as  a  matter  of  fact  I  think  more 
palatable,  and  not  so  pronounced,  and  there  is 
consideraldy  more  of  it.  There  is  just  about 
as  much  reason  in  olyecting  to  the  dark  flesh 
as  there  is  in  some  people  preferring  colored 
eggs  to  white  ones,  when,  if  half  a  dozen  of 
each  were  boiled  in  colfee,  I  would  defy  any- 


young.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  thoy  raise  them- 
selves, and  they  are  sturdy  little  customers 
from  the  day  they  leave  the  nest,  and  will 
tramp  all  day  long  with  the  parent  birds  from 
the  time  they  are  twenty-four  hours  old,  living 
upon  bugs  and  seeds,  and  until  they  are  quite 
a  size  scarce  ever  come  to  look  for  any  feed 
or  grain  of  any  kind.  Summer  or  winter  they 
never  enter  a  building  of  any  kind,  but  roo>t 
in  the  apple  trees  in  an  orchard  adjoining  my 
residence. 

Each  female  will  lay  a  considerable  number 
of  eggs,  and  will  drop  them  anywhere  on  the 
grass  when  they  start  laying  at  first,  unless 
they  find  out  a  place  where  others  are  laying. 
They  mate  up  in  pairs,  but  if  there  is  a  sur- 
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one  to  tell  which  is  which  when  eating  them. 
But  even  the  dark  colored  flesh  can  be  obvi- 
ated by  those  who  object  to  it.  This  I  have 
succeeded  in  doing  although  quite  uninten- 
tionally on  my  part. 

"When  I  started  in  to  keep  Guineas  it  was 
with  the  Pearl  variety,  and  they  are  dark 
fleshed.  Two  years  suljsequently  I  purchased 
a  pair  of  Whites  at  a  show  I  attended  at 
Baltimore.  Tbey  were  larger  than  any  of  the 
Pearls  I  possessed.  The  Pearls  I  owned  had 
evidently  been  very  much  inbred,  and  their 
voung  were  tender  to  raise,  a  number  of  them 
dying.  I  ultimately  determined  to  cross  the 
Pearls  on  to  the  Whites,  with  the  result  that  I 
did  not  only  increase  the  size  and  vigor  in  the 
progeny,  but  the  niMjority  of  the  young  came 
white  or  pink  fleshed,  a  good  many  of  them 
showing  considerable  white  in  their  plumage, 
although  every  year  I  raise  some  that  are  cor- 
rectly marked  Pearls,  and  not  a  few  that  are 
pure  white,  and  have  no  trouble  in  raising  the 


■Poultry,"  (Eiig). 

plus  of  females  in  the  flock  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  see  them  running  in  trios,  the  odd  female 
attaching  itself  to  a  mated  pair.  I  have  had 
instances  in  the  early  part  of  the  laying  season 
when  several  hens  would  select  a  place  to  lay, 
but  with  no  intention  of  sitting  or  hatching  the 
eggs.  When  I  have  come  across  their  laying 
place  I  have  found  about  fifty  or  sixty  eggs, 
sometimes  more,  all  in  a  heap. 

When  it  is  their  intention  to  become  broody, 
each  pair  will  desert  the  place  they  have  been 
laying  in.  and  select  some  secluded  place  for 
themselves,  and  lay  anywhere  from  fourteen 
to  twenty  eggs,  and  go  to  hatching.  I  have 
never  had  but  one  instance  where  two  females 
will  lav  in  one  nest,  and  sit  and  hatch  the 
young  jointly. 

One  peculiarity  in  regard  to  Guineas  is  that 
the  male  bird  is  as  jealous  in  caring  for  the 
younir  in  the  daytime  as  the  female,  but  leaves 
them  at  nitrht,  goes  to  roost  in  a  tree,  and  joins 
them  .again  in  early  morning. 


Another  peculiarity  is  that  when  the  first 
brood  of  the  season  comes  out  and  is  running 
around,  the  male  of  the  pair  owning  the  brood 
will  drive  oft'  any  other  male  whose  mate  is 
incubating  her  eggs  elsewhere,  that  may  come 
arounil,  but  just  as  soon  as  she  or  any  other  of 
the  females  hatch  out,  the  whole  of  the  broods 
join  together,  and  harmony  prevails,  males 
and  females  taking  positions  anions  the  flocks 
to  provide  and  care  for  them  like  oflicers  in  an 
army.  Should  a  weakling  of  the  flock  lag 
behind,  and  begin  to  peep,  peep,  a  general 
halt,  as  it  were,  is  made,  and  one  or  more  of 
the  males  will  so  to  the  rear  and  bring  up  the 
strnggler  until  it  joins  the  body  of  the  flock. 
The  advance  is  then  sounded,  and  on  they  go 
again  in  search  of  food,  and  this  continues 
from  morn  till  night,  unless  they  find  a  sunny 
place  where  they  indulge  in  a  dirt  batch. 

The  most  surprising  thing  of  all  is  that  at 
night  each  female  will  get  her  own  brood 
collected  from  the  crowd,  and  march  ofi'  to 
some  phice  where  she  will  have  her  brood  for 
the  night,  and  when  morning  comes  is  ready 
again  to  join  the  general  cavalcade  in  their 
wanderings  during  the  day. 

The  young  chicks  grow  and  develop  much 
faster  than  ordinary  fowls,  and  will  go  into 
the  trees  to  roost  at  a  much  earlier  age.  This 
fact  surprised  me  so  much,  wondering  how 
they  manageii  to  get  up  in  the  trees,  as  I  knew  it 
was  impossible  for  them  to  fly  up,  that  T  deter- 
mined to  watch  the  proceedings,  and  was 
much  amused  at  the  performance. 

Tbe  most  advanced  broods  had  no  dilSculty 
flvins  into  the  lowest  hanging  branches,  and 
clim'oing  along  until  they  reached  the  bough 
where  the  old  birds  were.  The  younger 
ones,  after  repeated  attempts  to  fly  to  those 
branches,  made  runs  for  the  stem  of  the  tree, 
flvinsr  as  high  as  they  could,  and  climbing  the 
remainder  like  a  squirrel.  As  long  as  there 
was  a  solitary  chick  on  the  ground  there  was 
a  irreat  clatter  in  the  boughs,  and  one  or  two 
of  the  males  kept  flying  down  to  the  ground 
and  up  into  the  tree  again  as  much  iis  to  say, 
'•  don't  vou  see  how  it  is  done,  stupid?"  But 
just  as  soon  as  all  were  up  and  had  found  the 
mother,  there  was  a  satisfied  chuckle  all 
round,  and  quietness  reigned  supreme. 

The  eggs  of  Guinea  fowls,  like  pheasants, 
are  very  fertile.  They  can  be  raised  under 
hens,  the  same  as  pheasants,  but  not  with  the 
success  of  the  latter.  If  left  to  wander  arouml 
with  the  parent  Guineas  in  a  semi-natural 
state,  a  good  percentage  will  live  and  thrive. 
Confine  an  ordinary  fowl  in  a  coop  with  a 
brood  of  Guineas  she  has  hatched  out,  and  it  is 
ten  to  one  more  than  one-half  of  them  will  die 
before  reaching  six  weeks  old,  no  matter  what 
care  or  attention  you  give  them. 

In  summer  and  fall  they  need  little  or  no 
feed  given  to  them,  as  they  can  find  all  they 
want  in  the  fields.  Tn  winter  they  require  to 
be  fed  same  as  ordinary  fowls,  although  I 
have  had  them  to  remain  in  the  trees  during  a 
l)lizzard  and  snow  storm  for  several  days,  and 
birds  that  have  been  accustomed  to  roost  in 
tbe  trees  will  not  enter  a  barn  orliuilding  of 
any  kind  unless  an  exceptionally  severe  storm 
is  close  at  band. 

That  it  is  profitable  to  keep  Guinea  fowls  is 
a  sure  thins.  As  a  delicacy  on  the  table,  they 
outclass  any  kind  of  poultry,  and  if  more 
attention  was  given  to  them  I  am  of  tbe  opin- 
ion good  prices  could  be  obtained  for  them  at 
high  class  hotels  after  tbe  close  of  the  shooting 
season.  They  only  want  to  be  pushed  in  the 
right  quarters,  and  tbey  have  the  quality  to 
command  a  ready  and  remunerative  sale. 

John  Glasgow. 
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OLD  WELCH  GOES  TO  THE  SHOW. 


After  Getting  Ready — Good  and  Ready. 


|LD  WELCH  <iiil  not  care 
about  haviiia:  his  iieigh- 
l)ors  in  wben  he  was 
getting  ready  for  the 
show,  because,  :i<  he 
saiil,  The  laity  don"t 
understand,  and  can't  be  expected  to." 
■  Still,  he  did  not  admit  that  there  was  any- 
thing to  conceal.  He  useii  to  say,  I  guess 
'lis  fair  enough  to  groom  and  tame  the  liirds  a 
little  before  showing."  He  scorned  the  ilefence 
that  if  he  was  bad  others  were  worse.  Others 
might  be  worse,  he  was  not  bad.  He  was  an 
honest  man. 

His  saying  about  grooming  and-laming  the 
birds  obtained  wide  c\irrency.  He  was  asked, 
when  caught  in  the  act.  which  be  called  going 
over  the  birds  for  black  feathers, —  grooming 
or  taming.  "Taming,"  he  answered,  with  tlic 
suggestion  of  a  wink. 

Of  coui-.se  that  made  the  uninitiated  laugh. 
But  as  long  as  the  gossip  was  contineil  to  the 
neighborhood,  Welch  did  not  care,  anil  he 
knew  that  as  long  as  he  showed  lliat  he  did 
not  care,  it  would  go  no  further  and  do  no 
barm. 

There  is  something  fascinating  about  the 
like  of  Welch  that  peculiarly  fits  them  for  cor- 
rupters of  youtb.  Welch  always  had  one  or 
more  lioys  around  him ;  and  the  boys  seemed 
never  to  tire  of  asking  about  the  black  feath- 
ers —  whether  they  were  a  defect  or  not,  and 
never  to  tire  either  of  the  old  man's  unvarying 
answer:  "I  calculate  the  judges  would  full 
rather  not  see  any.'" 

Welch  loved  to  please  the  judges.  •  One  of 
their  peculiarities  was  a  passion  for  featherless 
legs,  and  Welch  did  what  he  could  to  >ee  that 
they  got  them.  There  must  have  been  a 
Brahma  cro«s  for  blockiness  somewhere  back 
in  his  strain,  for  he  often  had  legs  as  fringed 
as  a  cowboy's.  But  that  was  one  of  the  easiest 
things  remedied — according  to  the  boys. 

Olil  Welch's  were  White  Wyandottes,  and 
he  was  reported  as  saying  that  all  he  asked  of 
nature  was  the  Wyandotte,  and  he  could 
hupply  the  rest.  "You  just  put  a  little  of  this 
here  chloride  of  lime  in  the  water  on  washing 
day,  and  —  yes,  it  deadejis  the  feathers,  but  a 
dead  white  is  what  you're  after." 

He  revealed  these  trade  secrets  to  the  Iwys 
that  sought  him  for  their  first  taste  of  the 
fruit  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  ainl 
evil.  And  the  boys  retailed  them  at  the 
viilage  store,  where  it  was  simply  opined  that 
Weh'h  probably  bated  to  win. 

Welch  usually  had  his  chickens  out  early, 
and  the  showing  season  selilom  fouml  him 
unprepared.  But  one  year  his  first  hatches 
were  so  exceptionally  tine  that  the  gods  fell  in 
love  with  them,  and  they  died  young.  Elis 
bier  ones  were  quite  as  good,  but  as  they  wcie 
loo  hue  to  be  of  any  use  to  him,  be  was 
allowed  to  keep  them.  Welch  was  eloquent 
in  his  racy  way.     His  favorites  among  the 


Ijoys  sought  his  society  every  day,  and  he  got 
all  his  dirtv  work  done  for  notbin'r. 


shows  with  something,  or  I 
6han"l  know  'tis  winter,  except 
by  the  cold." 

"  Wbat's  the  matter  with  that 
fellow?"  said  the  youngster, 
wiih  something  of  the  real  air. 

'•  Haven't  I  learned  you  no 
better  than  that?  Why,  there's 
pretty  nearly  everything  the 
matter  with  him.  His  comb 
don't  fit,  his  eyes  ain't  mates. 
He's  yellow,  and  his  legs  ain't. 
He's  too  high  posted.  He's 
whale  backed  and  hollow  chest- 
ed. But  just  to  show  you  what 
I  can  do.  I'm  going  to  take  that 
dog  shaped  specimen,  and  reno- 
vate him — renovate  him." 

"  His  eyes  ain't  mates,  come 
to  look  at  them.  How  will  you 
tix  that?" 

"  I've  thought  of  a  way.  The 
hardest  will  be  to  make  him 
throw  a  chest.'" 

What  follows  rests  on  the  au- 
thority of  boys,  and  not  partic- 
ularly good  boys.  It  received 
a  partial  confirmation  from 
chance  witnesses,  and  from  the 
established  fact  that  when  the  time  came  old 
Welch  went  to  the  show. 

One  day  a  visitor  came  upon  Welch  by  the 
kitchen  stov'e,  with  a  cockerel  between  his 
knees,  and  a  hot  wire  in  bis  hand.  "  Taming 
that  one?"  was  the  ready  question. 

Welch  was  in  a  serious  mood.  "This  is  the 
way  the  pick  of  the  comb  is  brought  down  to 
conformity  with  the  beail — by  searing  under- 
neath."   You  would  have  thought  it  was  the 
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"  What  are  you  going  to  do  about  ii?"  one 
of  them  asked  him. 

"  Do?  I  ain't  got  nothing  to  do  with."  For 
an  artist  like  Jlr.  Welch  this  was  a  confession 
indeed. 


FEEI>  ROOM. 


The  visitor's    levitv  was 


"  Can't  you  show  yearlings?" 

"  This  strain  ain't  bred  for 
yearlings,  sonny.'"  By  which  he 
was  understood  to  mean  that  his 
strain  did  not  hold  up  well  — 
were  good  for  one  year  only. 

"  But  can't  you  doctor  year- 
linirs?" 

"  Doctor,  doctor.  Don"t  use 
that  word  to  me,  son." 

The  boy  svas  too  old  to  be 
easily  cowed,  so  he  only  saiil, 
"  Well,  groom  and  tame  them, 
then." 

This  appealed  to  the  sport  in 
the  old  man,  and  he  was  molli- 
lied. 

"  Let's  see  how  many  we  have 
got  of  that  first  lot,"  be  said. 
"  All  I  ask  is  maturity.  They 
must  have  maturity.  I  can't 
furnish  that.  I  >uppose  now  a 
woman  could  —  at  least  she 
could  make  them  look  younger 
than  they  are.  But  there's  no 
use  in  my  trying.  I'm  a  man, 
and  a  plain  one.  I  want  'em  olil 
ennuirh,  and  surely  that  ain't 
asking  much.    1  nlu^l  gn  to  the 


legular  Ihini; 
rebuked. 

Someone  else  was  a  witness  to  the  finishing 
touches  on  the  bird.  Welch  was  polishing  ils 
legs,  "just  as  you  polish  your  shoes  wben 
you're  out  to  be  looked  at,"  he  explained. 


"  That?  Oh.  that'>  butter  color;  brings  out 
the  yellow  a  little,  mayije — but  that's  what  the 
juilges  seem  to  like." 

"Call  it  grooming  or  taming?''  the  other 
wanted  to  know. 

Welch  had  heard  this  too  often  to  resent  it 
for  anything  but  its  age.  "  Speaking  of 
taming,"  be  answered  patiently,  "  I  never  had 
a  bird  as  tame  as  this  one,  especially  on  one 
side,  where  he's  alisolutely  tame.''  He  proved 
it  by  making  sudden  passes  at  the  left  eye, 
which  never  blinked.  "  He's  tame  on  the 
other  side,  too,  but  not  <is  tame." 

There  was  only  the  boys'  word  for  it,  but  it 
was  believed  that  Welch  had  employed  the 
services  of  an  oculist  in  renovating  the  bird. 
One  of  the  bird's  eyes  bad  been  yellow:  after 
the  encounter  with  the  oculist  it  was  red  like 
the  other,  but  he  did  not  seem  to  notice  any- 
thing with  it. 

The  boys  said  "  glass."  The  boys  said 
almost  anything.  They  told  about  what  might 
be  called  a  pneumatic  front.  Welch  bad  got 
the  idea  from  the  Asiatics  who,  he  had  read, 
practiced  inflating  the  skin  of  camels  with  air 
to  make  them  salable.  It  was  a  delicate  oper- 
ation, almost  requiring  the  services  of  a  veter- 
inary. His  instruments  were  a  sharp  knife,  a 
bicycle  pump,  ami  needle  and  thread.  Of 
course  this  was  left  to  the  last  moment  for 
fear  of  mortification. 

Now  everything  was  accounted  for  but  the 
bird's  general  shape.  Let  what  follows  be 
spoken  with  reserve.  You  are  not  .asked  to 
believe  it.  The  poor,  the  much  enduring 
bird's  lines  were  corrected,  it  was  said,  with  a 
pair  of  Wyandotte  shaped  corsets  designed  by 
Welch,  and  made  to  order.  Y'ou  may  say  that 
you  never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  Tou  never 
did  bear  of  such  a  tbing, 
because  no  such  thing  ever 
existeil  until  Welch  devised  it 
(if  he  did  devise  it).  Therein 
Jay  his  originality  as  a  breeder. 
He  literally  recast  that  cockerel. 
It  took  two  weeks  of  tiie  light- 
est lacing  known  to  fashion  to 
satisfy  the  old  man.  Once  or 
twice  the  lifelike  glass  e_\e 
was  actually  squeezed  out  in 
the  process,  and  had  to  be 
searched  for  and  put  back. 
But  in  the  end  science  tri- 
umphed. 

l"^  Old  Welch  was  a  proud  man 
I  when  he  surveyed  the  fini>hed 

I  product.  "'Tis  the  best  job  I 
ever  did,''  he  said,  "  all  things 
,  considered.  What's  the  use  of 
breeding  in  for  a  term  of  years, 
when  you  can  make  all  the 
wonders  you  want  practically 
out  of  mud,  at  trifling  co>t  ?" 

"  But,"  said  one  of  the  bojs, 
doul)tfullT,  "  1  should  think  a 
iroo.l  deal  would  depend  on  the 
judge  when  you  showed  a  bird 
like  that.'' 

it  does.  You  have  to  be  extra 
careful  in.  choosing  your  judge,  'lis  with 
judges,  as  with  other  folks,  there  ain't  only 
now  and  then  one  that's  suited  to  your  pur- 
pose. Xow  I  only  know  one  judge  this  year 
that  that  bird  '11  do  to  siiow  to." 


'  It  does  ■ 
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The  oki  reprobate  was  so  pleased  with  him- 
self that  he  must  take  a  boT  to  the  show  with 
him,  and  introduce  him  to  the  old  timers  as  a 
natural  born  breeder. 

The  cockerel  was  Welch's  only  entry,  and  it 
had  a  red  ribbon  on  its  cat'e.  The  boy  who 
told  the  story  might  as  well  have  made  it  blue 
while  he  was  about  it,  but  he  >aiil  red,  ami  red 
we  must  keep  it.  Red  was  satisfactory  to 
•\Velch. 

"Welch  might  easily  have  sold  the  bird,  but 
when  it  came  to  that  his  conscience  smote 
him.  He  had  a  code  of  his  own.  If  the  right 
person  had  made  him  an  offer  he  might  not 
have  been  so  virfuous,  but  he  could  not  l)ring 
himself  to  palm  his  work  off  on  a  greenhorn, 


especially  one  that  did  not  pretend  to  be  any- 
thing else. 

The  greenhorn  had  picked  up  some  of  the 
technicalities,  and  he  was  particular  to  ask 
AVelch,  as  a  friend,  if  the  idrd  was  not  a 
'"chance  bird."  _ 

"  Chance  bird,"  said  Welch,  wilti  a  twitch 
of  the  lips.  better  say  design.  I  designeii 
him,  made  him  out  of  whole  cloth.  I  can  talk 
this  to  you,  because  you  won't  understand. 
The  fact  is,  he  owes  just  the  le.astest  leetle 
mite  too  much  to  the  way  he  was  gi  oomed.  I 
shouldn't  want  to  recommenil  him  to  you, 
because  I  ain't  quite  sure  that  he'd  breed  true,- 
and  you  may  know  that  I  wouMn't  say  so 
unless  there  was  reason.''  R.  L.  F. 


In  the  Leghorn  Country. 


HE  XAME  of  an>  l.jt-p.i 
of  poultry  may  be  help- 
ful or  misleading.  Un- 
fortunately, in  a  great 
many  cases,  the  titles 
given  to  our  fowls  are 
the  latter  rather  than  the 
former.  For  instance, 
the  Hamburg  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  great  port  upon  the  Elbe;  the  Polish  has 
very  little  to  do  with  eastern  Europe ;  the  duck 
known  as  the  Rouen  is  not  in  any  sense  pecu- 
liar to  northern  France:  and  the  turkey, 
Instead  of  coming  from  southeastern  Europe, 
emanated  from  America.  To  a  less  extent 
this  is  true  of  the  breed  which  is  so  prominent 
a  member  of  the  Mediterranean  family,  called 
in  England  and  America  the  Leghorn.  This 
breed  is  known  on  the  continent  as  the  Italian 
fowl,  and  there  can  be  no  question  that  that 
designation  is  correct. 

The  explanation  is  very  simple.  It  appears 
that  as  far  back  as  1835  a  number  of  birds 
similar  to  our  Brown  Leghorns,  were  imported 
into  New  York  from  Italy,  and  furtlier  impor- 
tations took  jilace  during  the  fifties.  These 
birds  were  bred  with  a  certain  care,  and 
began  to  attain  popularity  by  reason  of  their 
excellent  egg  producing  qualities.  It-^vas  not, 
however,  until  about  lt>"'2,  that  birds  of  this 
type  reached  England  from  America.  The 
original  importers  into  the  United  Slates,  in 
seeking  for  a  name,  evidently  selected  that  of 
the  port  whence  they  had  been  received. 
How  the  captain  of  the  ship,  or  whoever  it 
might  be,  had  secured  the  birds,  we  have  no 
evidence,  but  probably  they  were  simply 
fowls  which  had  taken  his  fancy  in  the  local 
market,  or  it  may  be  that  even  in  those  days 
there  were  breeders  who  selected  their  birds 
with  care,  and  had  attained  a  considerable 
fixity  of  type.  But  the  fact  is  that  Leghorn 
has  no  special  connection  with  this  fowl,  and 
in  my  visit  to  It;ily  in  many  other  districts  a 
distinctly  better  type  of  ltaliau  fowls  was  met 
with  than  in  the  neighborhood  of  Leghorn 
itself.  This  is  explainable  from  the  fact  that 
at  ports  there  is  always  the  i  hance  of  an  intro- 
duction of  fresh  blood. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  considering  the 
influence  of  the  Leghorn  and  the  large  measure 
of  popularity  which  it  has  attained,  I  was 
very  anxious  to  make  inquiries  in  the  district 
as  to  poultry  breeding  generally,  and  also  to 
discover  it  possible  something  with  regard  to 
this  and  other  branches  of  live  stock.  Leg- 
horn is  a  thriving  port,  situated  in  a  somewhat 
bare  district ;  it  is  not  a  very  interesting  town, 
but  the  suburbs  are  fine,  and  the  outlook  over 
the  Me<literranean  delightful.  The  market  in 
this  town  showed  that  the  fowls  for  sale  were 
small,  and  are  sold  dead  in  sections.  Most  of 
them  have  yellow  legs,  and  there  is  nothing 
<lone  in  respect  to  fattening.  There  is  per- 
haps more  variety  of  fowls  around  here  than 
elsewhere,  and  I  saw  a  good  many  with  cuckoo 
plumage  and  with  feathered  legs.  I  was 
fortunate  at  Leghorn — thanks  to  the  kindness 
of  the  British  vice-consul  at  that  port,  Mr.  M. 
Carmichael.  and  his  assistant,  Mr.  A.  Hender- 
son— in  meeting  a  Signor  Boshart,  who  has 
taken  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  poultry,  and 
at  one  time  had  a  considerable  breeding  estab- 
lishment. He  informed  me  that  great  num- 
bers of  eggs  are  shipped  at  Leghorn,  but 
chiefly  to  France  and  Spain,  none  whatever 
going  to  England.  The  price  of  eggs  in  the 
country  districts  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 
April,  was  about  eight  cents  per  ilozen,  and 
i'l  Leehorn  itself  nine  cents  per  dozen.  Eggs 
axe  pretty  cheap  in  lower  Tuscany. 


From  Signor  Boshart  I  learned  that  throu^'h- 
out  Tuscany,  which  practically  may  be  said  to 
•cover  the  Leghorn  district,  the  Italian  type  of 
fowl  is  general,  and  that  it  is  more  regularly 
feathered  inland  than  nearer  the  coast,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  within  reach  of  a  great  port 
like  Leghorn  the  opportunities  of  obtaining 
other  stock  are  much  greater.  He  told  me 
that  while  all  colors  of  Italian  fowls  are  to  be 
found,  and  very  little  attention  is  paid  to 
color,  if  there  is  any  feeling  among  the 
peasants  in  favor  of  one  variety  over  another, 
it  is  that  the  Black  Leghorns  are  regarded  as 
the  best.  At  the  same  time  the  majority  of 
the  fowls  kept  are  brown  and  white,  with 
those  intermediate  colors  which  would  be  met 
with  where  there  was  no  care  in  selection.  If 
anyone  is  disposed  to  give  greater  attention  to 
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his  poultry,  he  would  be  likely  lo  choose 
Blacks  by  preference.  .Some  of  these  have 
yellow  legs,  but  by  no  means  the  whole  of 
them,  and  in  a  great  many  cases  they  have 
slate  colored  legs.  The  brown  type  is  less 
common,  and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that 
the  first  imports  from  Italy  of  Leghorns  to 
America  appear  to  have  been  what  we  now 
know  as  Browns.  Had  they  been  Blacks,  it 
is  possible  that  the  whole  future  of  this  breed 
would  have  been  sreatly  modified — that  is,  so 
far  as  the  distribution  of  its  difterent  varieties 
is  concerned. 

Of  late  years  there  has  been  practically  no 
improvement  among  the  breeds,  of  poultry 
kept  on  the  farms  of  the  country.  The  Tus- 
can peasant  is  said  to  be  obstinate  and  sus- 
picious as  to  the  motives  of  those  who  seek  to 
influence  him  with  a  view  of  altering  his 
methods.  Also  he  is  very  difficult  to  deal 
with,  and  regards  what  has  been  as  the  best. 
Sisrnor  Boshart  says  that  as  a  rule  in  this  part 
of  Italy  the  people  are  utterly  indiflferent  to 
anything  outside  their  own  knowledge;  so 
long  as  they  make  a  living,  that  is  all  they  care 
for:  a«il  I  am  bound  to  say  that  my  impres- 
sion from  this  interesting  conversation  with 
.Signor  Boshart  was  that  he  felt  depresseil  at 
the  slow  proiiress  which  had  been  made.  This 
is  the  experience  all  have  had  to  meet,  and  I 


was  able  to  tell  him  that  it  has  been  found  in 
other  countries  that  it  requires  years  of  work 
and  practically  a  new  generation  ere  great 
changes  can  be  brought  about  in  the  regular 
methods  adopted  by  a  rural  population. 

One  point  on  which  I  was  very  desirous  of 
obtaining  information  was  in  regard  to  the 
methods  adopted  of  hatching  and  rearing. 
With  us  the  Leghorn  is  a  non-sitter,  and  unless 
artificial  methods  were  available,  or  there  was 
a  jdentiful  supply  of  sitting  breeds,  the  race 
would  come  to  an  end  speedily.  Accepting, 
thefefore,  that  the  Italian  type  of  fowls  is 
almost  universal  in  the  Peninsula,  it  seemed 
absolutely  requisite  that  these  birds  should  be 
sitters  in  their  own  land,  for  we  know  very 
well  that  in  most  parts  of  western  Europe 
incubators  are  a  practically  modern  invention, 
not  available  for  the  ordinary  poultry  keeper 
until  twenty  years  ago.  I  made  careful 
inquiries,  therefore,  both  of  Signor  Boshart 
and  of  others  on  this  point,  and  learned  that 
the  Leghorn  or  Italian  fowl  is  only  a  moderate 
sitter,  but  still  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
birds  have  been  bred  with  the  maternal 
instinct  developed.  His  opinion  is  that  out  of 
twenty  hens  of  the  Italian  type,  only  four  will 
prove  to  be  sitters,  and  the  others  are  non- 
sitters.  This  is  undoubtedly  a  very  important 
point,  and  explains  how  when  the  Leghorn 
was  introduced  into  America  and  England  it 
was  added  to  the  non-sitting  family.  Selec- 
tion would  speedily  eliminate  those  birds 
which  became  broody.  On  the  other  hand, 
with  a  new  breed  so  generally  distributed  as 
the  Leghorn,  it  only  twenty  per  cent  of  the 
hens  became  broody,  the  hatching  arrange- 
ments would  not  be  very  satisfactory,  because 
even  those  birds 
which  had  dis- 
played the  mater- 
nal i  n  s  t  i  n  c  t 
would  be  late  in 
becoming  broodv. 
Under  these  cir- 
esmstances,  table 
poultry  could 
never  be  expected 
to  rank  high, 
and  further,  such 
a  breed  kept 
almost  universally 
would  have  been 
compa  r  a  t  i  V  e  1  y 
useless  in  a 
colder  climate. 
The  Italians  have 
evidently  n  o  t 
adopted  progress- 
ive methods  in 
connection  with 
their  poultry. 
Throughout  this 
part  of  the  coun- 
try at  present, 
incubators  are 
practically  un- 
known. In  the 
neighborhood  of 
Leghorn  itself,  a 
few  breeders 
have  obtained  these  machines,  chiefly  French, 
but  they  were  semi-fanciers,  and  so  far  as  the 
commercial  poultry  keeper  is  concerned  in 
Tuscany,  this  system  is  absolutely  unknown. 
—  Edwakd  Browx,  in  Country  Gentleman. 


The  Financial  End. 


Not  a  few  people  professing  to  be  greatly 
interested  in  poultry  shows  have  a  curious 
way  of  ignoring  the  financial  end  of  it.  That 
is  really  the  most  important  part  of  it,  for 
upon  it  hangs  all  the  rest.  They  go  on  plan- 
ning what  they  will  do  for  their  own  benefit 
at  the  next  show,  serenely  oblivious  of  the 
fact  that  if  everybody  acted  as  they  do  there 
would  never  be  any  next  show. 

These  same  ones  generally  treat  a  poultry 
journal  in  the  same  selfish  and  senseless  way. 
They  are  totally  indifferent  to  its  success,  and 
blind  to  the  fact  that  it  takes  money  every 
month  in  the  year  to  publish  a  paper  regularly. 
It  cannot  exist  on  promises  to  pay,  and  if  all 
were  as  foolish  and  dead  beatish  toward  it  as 
these  men  are  there  would  soon  be  not  one 
journal  in  all  the  broad  land  to  represent  the 
!;rpat  industry  of  poultry  breeding.—  F(m- 
ciers'  Monthly. 
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PARK'S  PEDIGREE  BRED 

R.  I.  RED 

BREEDERS  >'OW  FOR  SALE, 
Hose  or  Single  Comb. 

Rare  b:iriraiDS  in  yeaiiinjr  birds  either  for  exliihi- 
lioD  "r  sinck  birds.      Write  fur  wants. 

P.  R.  PARK.  Ptrar!  St..  jBeading:,  Mass. 
Formerly  of  Metliuen. 


CLEANED  and 
FILLED  in  a 
MINUTE.  T]ie 

latt^^t.  L-htapesi 
aiui  htst.  See  tlie 
lumie.  Any  pnul- 
ir\  supply  dealer 
— <')r  direct  from 


ATSATT  l$ROS.. 
3Iattapoi5ett,        -  ^la*! 
Send  for  circulars. 


:3  PRIZES  AT  4  SHOAVS. 

BARGAINS  IN  BREEDERS 

To  make  room  for  IS'X'  ^r-'Wiug  chicks.  Free  illus- 
1  rated  circular. 

l>RlSKO  FAR:SI,  BoxL,  Addison.  Me. 


TRY  HOUGHTON'S  WIRE  EGG  CARRIER 

For  sliip- 
pi  UK  eggs, 
and  his  wire 
egfr  turner  to 
liold  and  turn 
eggs  to  be 
used  for 
hatching. 
Price  list  ol 
fe.  TT.  HOUGHTON,  Harvard,  Mass. 


BUFF  WYANDOTTES 

Boston  Winners, 

MATTI50N  &  DUTCHER 

C.  S.  Mattison,   F-  J.  Dutcher, 

S.  Shaftsbury,  Vt.  Hopedale.  Mass. 


n  a  Victor  Incubator  always  yields 
a  vi£;orous  chick.  Simplest,"  most  re- 
liable, cheapest,  first-class  hatcher 


VICTOR 

INCUBATOR 

Thousands  in  nse?  we  paT 
freight,  catalozue  6  cents'. 

GEO.  ERTEL  CO.,  Qnlncy, 


213  EGG  STRAIN 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

Prize  winners  and  heavy  layers  combined.  "We  are 
now  ready  u>  st-Il  'Aio  of  oiir  breeding:  stock,  males  and 
ffiiiaies  ill        \\<  suit. 

Send  your  address  for  catalogue,  eic. 

F.  P.  PUI.SIFER  &  CO.,  Natiok,  Mags. 


POULTRY  SUPPLIES 
\^  linlesale  and  Retail. 
Cyphers  Incubators  and  Supplies. 
F.P.C.  Chick  Manna.    Catalog  Free. 

JOHNSON  &  STOKES, 

217-219  Jlarkcl  St..  PHIT.ADELPHIA. 


I  WANT 

Toniakerooni  for  young  stock,  so  will  sell  excep- 
Ii..iiallv  fine  breeding  birds  at  right  prices.   For  16 

y.-ars  a  breeder  of 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks 

Exclusivelv.  The  lu-aUhy,  vigorous,  prize  winning 
kind.     >rv  "show  record  and  customers'  winaint-'^ 
prove  that  tliere   are    n"ne  better.    Tliis   is  yonr 
oppc'tuniiy.    Saiisfartiou  guaranteed.    Circu.  free. 
J.  W.  RANDALL,  Canobie  Lake.  N.  H. 


UNION  LOCK 


Poultry 
Fencing 

Has  been  fully  test- 
ed and  found  supe- 
rior to  all  others* 

Will  fit  uneven 
ground  without 
cutting. 

Every  Part  Stretches  Perfectly. 

Made  of  high  grade  galvanized  steel  wire.  All 
horizontal  lines  are  cables,  making  it  stronger. 
HaLS  fine  mesh  at  bottom  for  small  chicks. 

We  also  make  extra  hea^T  for  gardens,  lawns, 

etc.  The  largest  poultry  farms  are  us:ng-  this  fence — 
orer  700  rods  bv  Lakewood  (N.  J.)  Farm  Co.  We  pay 
freightand  satisfy  every  ooe  or  no  sale.     Can  ship  from 

New  York,  Philadelphia  or  Pittsburg. 
Writeforfree  catalogof  Farm, La^m  and  Poultrj- Fencing. 

GEO.  A-  CHAPIN,  Ludlow,  Massa 
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STYI.K   OF   POtTLTKY    HilL^E   IX   UsE   OX  THE  EGG 
Of  E.  L.  Norton,  Gardiner,  Me. 

A  FEW  DAYS  IN  MAINE. 


Visits  to  Many  Poultry  Fanciers  and  Farmers  of  That 
State — Great  Possibilities  for  Poultry  Production. 


.OXDAT  moniiiis,  Jiiiy 
27tb,  found  me  well 
on  the  way  towanl 
Auburn,  3Ie.,  the  first 
oiijective  point  in  a 
tliree  days  trip  planned 
to  give  me  something 
of  an  idea  of  what  the  poultryraen  of  Maine 
are  doing,  and  what  the  people  of  3Iaine  may 
do  in  poultry  culture. 

Mr.  Geo.  A.  Jones,  of  Auburn,  met  me  at 
the  station  with  bis  team,  and  took  nie  a 
rapid  round  of  the  poultry  yards  of  Auburn, 
planned  to  wind  up  at  his  own  house  at  noon. 
Cur  first  call  was  at  the  yards  of  Mr.  Chas.  L. 
Cusbnian,  who  has  the  largest  plant  in  this 
vicinity,  and  who  has  been  so  prominently 
identified  with  the  work  of  the  Maine  Slate 
Poultry  Association.  On  the  large  grounds 
a<1joining  his  fine  residence,  Mr.  Cusbman 
has  laid  out  one  of  the  most  substantial  plants 
in  New  England.  Being  a  cily  plant,  (yet 
quite  a  small  farm),  the  methods  are  of  course 
intensive,  but  the  plant  does  not  appear  to 
have  ever  been  overstocked,  and  as  an  actual 
matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Cusbman  gives  his  chick- 
ens better  yard  and  range  privilege  than  they 
get  on  many  large  farms. 

The  stock  kept  is  mostly  Light  Brahma  and 
While  Wyandotte.  Quite  a  number  of  Barred 
Rock  chickens  were  grown  this  season  for 
meat  and  egg  purposes.  In  all,  there  were 
nearly  seven  hundred  young  chicks,  all  in  fine 
condition  and  thrifty,  the  largest  just  ready 
to  go  into  the  winter  bouses  from  which  the 
old  stock  had  lately  been  removed,  and  the 
pens  all  wUitewashed  and  renovated  for  the 
new  slock. 

What  little  old  slock  was  left  was  in  a  few 
pens  at  the  end  of  one  of  the  long  bouses, 
from  which  it  had  access  to  a  large  yard  in  a 
kliady  ravine,  quite  an  ideal  place  for  sum- 
mering hens.  Mr.  Cnshman's  houses  are 
arrangeil  to  let  hens  out  to  yards  either  north 
or  south  of  the  buildings,  but  do  not  have 
permanent  yards  on  both  sides.  The  yards  at 
present  are  south  of  the  bouses  —  fences  had 
just  lieen  put  up.  The  land  vacated  on  the 
north  side  will  be  cultivated  for  a  season  or 
two.  and  thus  thoroughly  purified  before 
again  lieing  used  for  runs.  The  land  now  in 
yards  south  of  Ibe  houses  has  on  it  a  heavy 
crop  of  grass  —  to  be  cut  before  the  chicks  go 
Into  the  yards,  and  is  closely  planted  with 
plum  treesjust  coming  into  bearing. 

Mr.  Cushraan's  poultry  has  been  for  him 
more  of  a  diversion  than  a  business,  but  be 


has  a  plant  that  as  it  now  stands  is  a  good 
practical  plant,  and  one  with  which  he  could 
do  a  good  business  either  breeding  fowls  for 
exhibition  or  for  market. 

Adjoining  Mr.  Cushman's  land  is  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  T.  M.  Lombard,  who  breeds 
Buff  Plymouth  Eocks,  and  has  a  good  but 
hilly  place  for  keeping  and  growing  a  few 
gooil  ones.  Mr.  Lombard  has  not  laid  out 
much  in  buildings,  using  a  few  old  coops  and 
makeshifts,  but  these  he  has  arranged  to 
properly  accommodate  the  stock  kept  in  them. 
We  found  three  good  old  cock  birds  in  one 
small  building,  each  having  its  own  separate 
room,  and  outside  run,  coming  through  their 
molt  nicely.  The  young  chicks  had  such 
abundant  cover  in  the  shrubbery  that  we 
could  only  see  an  occasional  bunch  or  bird. 
Tliose  that  displayed  themselves  were  very 
promising. 

A  short  cut  which  a  stranger  without  a 
guide  would  have  made  with  difficulty  and 
danger-of  coming  out  elsewhere  than  at  the 
projected  end  of  the  route  brought  us  in  a 
few  minutes  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Parke  G. 
Dingley.  Mr.  Dingley  was  out  at  the  farm 
where  most  of  the  chickens  now  are,  but  we 
found  Mrs.  Dingley  at  home,  and  full  of 
enthusiasm  about  poultry  in  general  and 
While  Rocks  in  particular.  And  here  I 
learned  for  the  first  time  that  Mr.  Dingley 
had  originally  interested  himself  in  poultry 
wiien  threatened  with  an  eye  trouble  which 
tiie  specialists  at  first  feared  would  be  much 
more  serious  than  —  fortunately  —  it  has 
proved.  At  first  the  fowls  were  a  diversion, 
but  the  interest  in  them  soon  grew  to  greater 
proportions.  To  say  much  of  this  here, 
though,  would  be  largely  repetition  of  Mrs. 
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Dingley's  interesting 
story  in  the  May  1st 
F.-P. 

At  the  home  of  Mr. 
Albert  Smith,  I  found 
one  of  the  few  flocks 
of  Leghorns  seen  in  a 
trip  which  included 
calls  at  nearly  thirty 
yards.  Having  i  n 
mind  the  question  of  a 
recent  correspondent 
about  a  house  for  Leg- 
horns in  a  cold 
climate,  I  took  note  of 
conditions  here,  and 
also  asked  Mrs.  Smith 
about  winter  egg  pro- 
duction. She  could 
give  no  figures,  but 
said  that  they  gener- 
ally had  eggs  in  satis- 
factory q\ia!Uities, — 
had,  indeed,  no  fault 
to  find  with  Leghorns 
as  winter  layers.  The 
house  for  a  flock  of  a 
dozen  to  a  dozen  and 
a  half  hens  was  about 
8  or  9x12  feet, 
double  boarded,  with 
air  space  between, 
with  doors  and  win- 
dows well  constructed 
— a  house  that  could  be 
shut  up  tight.  The  cock  kept  in  it  through 
the  winter  had  not  frosted  his  comb. 
Inquiries  as  to  minimum  temperature 
here  brought  replies  indicating  that  the 
extreme  cold  weather  is  not  often  colder  than 
just  north  of  Boston,  but  that  there  is  much 
more  of  it,  and  the  average  lower.  That 
being  the  condition,  a  house  that  would  be 
satisfactory  in  northeastern  Massachusetts 
would  do  here,  and  I  may  say  here  that, 
assuming  that  poultry  keepers  here  build 
houses  adapted  to  their  conditions,  a  house 
here  need  not  be  especially  a  warm  bouse, 
but  because  of  more  continuous  cold  weather, 
and  greater  fall  of  snow,  cannot  he  kept  as 
open  as  we  can  keep  them  in  eastern  Massa- 
chusetts, for  any  fowls  and  for  large  combed 
birds  would  probably  have  to  lie  kept  shut 
close  much  of  the  time  to  keep  the  males 
from  frosting  their  combs.  The  male's  comb, 
by  the  way,  is  the  great  difficulty,  for  it  will 
lie  frosted  under  condUious  that  don't  bother 
the  females  a  bit.  Neither  here  uor  at  any 
other  place  on  the  trip  was  I  able  to  get  what 
I  had  hoped  to  get,  something  that  would 
g've  me  an  idea  of  just  what  was  absolutely 
necessary  in  house  for  Leghorns  in  a  cold 
climate.  I  presume  that  it  gets  as  cold  in 
central  New  York  as  it  does  at  any  point  I 
visited  in  Maine.  In  New  Tork  Ihey  build 
very  warm  houses — expensive  houses  most  of 
them  are  —  and  in  many  of  tbera  use  artificial 
beat,  but  I  cannot  yet  be  convinced  that  this 
is  necessary  —  except,  as  just  stated,  on 
account  of  the  combs  of  the  males.  In  Maine 
flocks  of  Leghorns  are  too  rare  to  afford  an 
opportunity  to  reach  a  final  conclusion  on  this 
question. 

At  the  farm  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Merrill  I  found 
poultry  as  it  ought  to  be  on  the  average  Maine 
farm.  Here  was  a  flock  of  about  100  hens 
and  nearly  400  chickens,  kept  not  so  close  to 
the  dwelling  hause  as  to  be  a  nuisance,  yet 
not  so  far  away  that  it  is  inconvenient  to  care 
for  them.  The  buildings  are  ordinary  good 
farm  buildings. —  nothing  requiring  special 
mention  either  for  features  or  construction. 
The  stock  is  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  from 
several  well  known  and  some  breeders  of 
local  reputation.  I  think  I  am  not  misstating 
the  mutter  when  I  say  that  the  man  in  charge 
of  the  farm  work  (Mrs.  Merrill  is  a  widow) 
gives  the  poultry  just  such  attention  as  other 
stock  gets  on  the  ordinary  well  managed 
farm.  The  result  is  that  the  poultry  adds 
constantly  and  very  substantiaily  to  the 
income  of  the  farm.  The  100  hens  laid  eggs 
which  sold  for  §35  in  January  last,  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  are  reliable 
money  makers.  Seventy-eight  of  the  earliest 
chicks  had  just  been  sold,  and  at  three  months 
of  age  weighed  190  pounds. 

Almost  opposite  Jfrs.  Merrill's,  Mr.  A.  L. 
Merrill,  the  efficient  secretary  of  the  Maine 
Slate  Association,  is  now  located  on  a  large 
farm  bought  last  year,  where  he  has  made^a 
good  beginning  toward  a  large  stock  of  pou!- 
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Cures  Roup. 

The  evidence  keeps  accumulating  day  bv 
day  that  one  of  the  best  methods  or  treating 
Roup  is  that  described  in  Mr.  M.  K.  Hover's 
books  on  Poultrv  diseases,  bv  the  use  of  our 
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try,  and  while  putliiig  tbe  good  but  neglected 
farm  in  shape,  is  still  rather  uncertain  as  to 
what  limits  he  will  put  on  his  poultry  plant. 
Mr.  ilerrill  has  room  on  tbe  more  than  100 
acres  of  the  farm  for  a  very  lartje  stock  of 
poultry.  I  inferred  from  what  be  said  that 
at  present  he  inclined  to  think  that  he  could 
use  his  opportunities  best  by  limiting  his 
winter  laying  stock  to  400  or  500  hens,  and 
summer  operations  to  the  growing  of  what 
chicks  he  required  to  replace  these,  and  for 
his  trade  in  breeding  and  exhibition  birds. 

On  this  scale  he  could  keep  bis  fowls  all  in 
the  large  orchard,  about  half  of  which  he  has 
this  year  fenced  for  his  young  stock,  and 
could  handle  them  without  encroaching  too 
much  on  time  which  could  be  advantageously 
devoted  to  developing  the  other  possibilities 
of  the  farm.  He  has  now  in  tbe  part  of  the 
orchard  enclosed  about  700  young  chicks 
which  are  doing  uncommonly  well  with  com- 
paratively little  attention.  To  save  time  tbe 
dry  feed  method  is  used.  Tbe  range  furnishes 
ample  green  stuff  and  animal  food.  Between 
the  rows  of  trees  tbe  land  has  been  ploughed, 
and  once  a  week  is  gone  over  with  a  barrow. 
In  this  ploughed  land  the  chicks  get  quantities 
of  worms  and  insects  —  especially  when  the 
harrowing  is  done  each  week.  Then  they 
follow  the  machine  so  closely  that  some  lives 
are  in  danger.  Tbe  new  grass  and  tender 
weeds  constantly  coming  up  furnish  more 
appetizing  picking  thau  an  established  grass 


encouraging  sales,  and  now  seems  to  be  get- 
ting a  great  deal  of  enjoyment  and  solid  satis- 
faction, and  making  some  profit  on  his  com- 
bination of  tbe  useful  and  the  beautiful  in 
poultry.  I  learned  with  special  interest  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  bad  practically  tbe  same 
arrangement  with  regard  to  receipts  from 
poultry  that  Mr^.  R.  and  I  have.  I  pay  all 
that  goes  out  for  poultry.  Mrs.  R.  pockets 
all  that  comes  in.  It  is  a  good  arrangement 
for  men  who  can't  look  after  a  small  stock 
regularly,  but  can  do  a  great  deal  of  what 
needs  to  be  done.  In  our  case  I  couldn't 
say  positively  without  keeping  an  accurate 
account,  but  occasional  estimates  convince 
me  that  tbe  eggs  and  poultry  used  on  tbe 
table  considerably  more  than  pay  for  feed, 
counting  eggs  and  meat  at  wholesale  prices, 
for  we  use  a  good  many  eggs  and  eat  all  the 
cockerels  but  a  very  few. 

Mr.  Jones  has  about  four  acres  of  the  kind 
of  land  you  "read  about"  gently  sloping 
toward  tbe  south.  He  does  not  aim  to  keep 
more  than  enough  poultry  to  occupy  his  spare 
time — has  a  few  well  selected  breeding  pens, 
and  grows  rather  more  than  a  hundred  birds 
a  year.  He  gives  his  breeding  pens  large 
yards,  and  is  convinced  that  to  this  is  due  the 
remarkable  fertility  be  has  obtained  this  year, 
eggs  set  at  home,  those  sold  locally,  and  those 
shipped  to  various  Maine  points  having  invari- 
ably given  good  batches,  and  a  great  many 
sittings  having  hatched    everv    egg.  31r. 
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VIEW    OF   PLAXT  OF 

run  —  though  of  that  there  is  considerable 
taking  all  tbe  unploughed  strips  under  tbe 
treeji. 

I  was  very  sorry  that  all  this  day  tbe  wind 
blew  with  such  force  that  it  was  impossible 
to  use  the  camera.  At  ibis  farm  there  were 
several  good  features  which  would  have 
worked  well  into  pictures,  and  hardly  a  place 
visited  did  not  ofter  opportunities  for  photo- 
graphing had  the  weather  been  favorable. 
The  features  I  nmst  wanted  here  were  the 
Drooder  house  and  the  folding  coops  used  for 
tbe  chickens.  These  latter  are  _v  shaped,  the 
sides  hinged  at  the  apex  and  tbe  back  —  bot- 
tom and  front  separate  pieces.  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  get  photo,  or  drawings  and  full  des- 
cription before  next  hatching  season. 

Tbe  brooder  house  is  a  small  one,  inexpen- 
sive, and  very  convenient.  It  has  a  capacity 
of  500  to  600  chicks  up  to  two  weeks  old,  and 
will  carry  a  considerable  number  to  weaning 
age.  Mr.  Merrill  inteuds  using  it  chiefly  as  a 
nursery.  I  had  almost  forgotten  to  mention 
that  Mr.  M.'s  varieties  are  Buff  and  White 
Wyandottes. 

Mr.  N.  I.  Loring  bas  a  back  yard  plant 
where  he  keeps  a  breeding  pen  of  Barred 
Rocks,  and  raises  a  few  chicks.  Among  his 
old  stock  I  noticed  an  attractive  male  bird 
and  one  especially  good  hen; 

At  Mr.  Jones'  home  we  lirst  did  justice  to 
the  ample  meal  which  Mrs.  Jones  had  waiting 
for  us,  and  then  went  out  to  look  over  his 
Barred  and  White  Rocks.  Mr.  Jones  has 
been  keeping  poultry  on  a  small  scale,  and 
mostly  for  eggs  and  meat,  for  a  dozen  years 
or  so.  A  few  years  ago  he  began  to  be  inter- 
ested in  the  fancy,  showed  a  few  birds,  won  a 
few  prizes,  took  to  breeding  better  ones,  win- 
ning better  prizes,  advertised  a  little,  made 
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Jones'  comments  on  his  birds  individually, 
and  on  results  of  his  matings,  show  bira  a 
close  student  of  bis  varieties,  and  one  who 
may  be  expected  to  continue  the  progress 
begun  with  bis  interest  in  showing.  His 
experience — going  naturally  into  the  fancy — 
after  years  of  work  with  a  small  flock  is,  I 
think,  a  common  one,  possibly  tbe  common 
one,  and  it  is  tbe  method  which  may  be 
expected  to  give  us  fanciers  who  are  poultry- 
men— not  all  fanciers  are,  no  more  than  all 
poultrymen  are  fanciers. 

I  had  not  seen  ne  arly  all  there  was  to  see  in 
Auburn,  but  the  time  allotted  to  that  city  was 
up.  Mr.  Jones  had  agreed  to  deliver  me 
immediately  after  dinner  at  tbe  residence  of 
Mr.  Silas  Bartlett,  in  Lewiston,  across  tlie 
river.  Mr.  Bartlett  was  to  show^  me  tbe 
poultry  plants  of  Lewiston.  Let  me  say  a 
word  here  about  Mr.  Bartlett.  Without 
derogation  to  any  of  the  other  breeders  of 
these  twin  cities,  one  may  put  Mr.  B.  in  a 
class  by  himself  as  a  judge  of  a  Wyandotte 
and  a  past  master  in  the  art  of  getting  good 
chickens  grown  for  him.  On  his  lot  almost 
'•  down  town  "'  in  Lewiston,  be  lias  room  for 
two  breeding  pens,  and  to  raise  not  more  than 
one  brood  of  chicks  each  season.  To  accom- 
plish even  so  much  as  this  he  has  to  uii.ize 
his  lawn,  the  street  —  with  its  risks  —  and  tbe 
indulgence  of  a  neighbor  who  does  not  com- 
plain because  of  an  occasional  excursion  of 
chicks  to  bis  grassy  yard. 

Though  thus  limited  at  home  Mr.  Bartlett 
succeeds  in  having  several  hundred  chicks 
grown  for  him  each  year.  His  method  of 
farming  them  out  is  '•  different."'  He  hatches 
the  chicks  with  hens  at  home,  and  may  keep 
a  brood  there  for  a  few  days,  or  for  as  many 
weeks.    It  he  has  a  place  to  put  it  it  stays 


home  only  a  few  days,  if  not,  until  be  finds  a 
place.  He  tries  to  get  them  all  out  on  farms 
where  few  other  chickens  are  kept,  and  is 
quite  persistent  in  efforts  to  induce  people 
who  have  no  chickens,  but  have  a  good  place 
for  them,  to  take  a  brood  or  two. 
At  some  places  the  chicks  fail  to  get  good 
care,  consequently  fail 
to  develop  properly. 
On  tbe  whole,  the  plan 
works  well,  and  under 
this  system  some  birds 
that  within  a  few  years 
have  made  records  both 
in  Maine  and  beyond 
tbe  borders  of  the  Pine 
Tree  state  have  been 
produced.  During  tbe 
afternoon  we  stopped 
at  perhaps  half  a  dozen 
places  where  Mr.  B. 
had  one  or  more  broods 
of  chickens,  and  found 
nearly  all  doing  well. 
To  this  general  state- 
ment one  exception 
should  be  noted.  There 
was  a  lack  of  unifor- 
mity i  n  growth  and 
feathering  In  nearly 
every  brood,  which 
puzzled  Mr.  Bartlett, 
which  I  found  after- 
wards was  quite  com- 
mon, and  was  puzzling 
others  a  s  well,  a  n  d 
peculating 


which  I  have  spent  some  time 
about. 

In  tbe  While  Wyandotte  brood  Mr.  B.  kept 
at  home  this  year,  all  from  one  ben's  eggs, 
nearly  half  were  very  well  developed — tine 
chickens  for  their  age;  most  of  the  rest  were 
fair,  but  a  few  were  poor,  rather  small,  and 
feathering  very  slowly.  We  found  that  con- 
dition of  development  in  a  number  of  broods 
iiis|iected  later,  and  next  day  I  saw  it  on  a 
number  of  plants  visited  in  two  other  towns. 
I  can  account  for  it  only  on  the  supposition 
that  the  climate  this  season  —  which  has  not 
been  a  normal  one  —  has  been  very  favorable 
to  some  constitutions,  very  unfavorable  to 
others,  and  indifferent  to  others. 

Mr.  Bartlett  breeds  mostly  White  AVyar,- 
dottes.  He  lias  a  few  Silvers,  and  had  some 
Goldens,  chicks,  from  a  stock  that  has  recently 
been  making  a  good  reputation. 

Miss  Ella  M.  Robinson,  living  on  a  farm 
just  out  of  Lewiston,  has  quite  a  large  stock 
of  White  Plymouth  Rocks,  125  or  more  bens 
and  several  hundred  chickens.  The  farm  has 
ample  room  on  its  grass  fields  for  many  more, 
but  because  of  the  depredations  of  liawks  and 
crows,  the  distant  fields  are  not  used,  and  tbe 
poultry  is  kept  to  yards  and  orchards  quite 
near  the  house,  where  tbe  chicks  are  well 
sheltered.  The  young  stock  has  tbe  run  of 
an  old  orchard.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
bouse  the  most  of  the  old  stock  has  perma- 
nent quarters  in  yards  well  shaded  with  fruit 
trees,  and  in  some  places  quite  dense  with 
raspberry  and  blackberry  bushes,  the  former 
well  loailed  with  fine  ripe  fruit. 

Miss  Robinson  is  breeding  a  good  quality  of 
White  Rocks,  and  apparently  is  quite  success- 
ful both  as  a  breeder  and  in  producing 
market  poultry.   The  farm  seemed  to  roe  to 
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Procoretl  at  Lowest  Rales.  Serd 
skelcli  of   inveniion   fur  free 
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offer  iiuiucements  for  a  trial  of  other  kinds  of 
lowls,  ducks,  geese,  turkeys,  aud  I  asked 
Jlliss  K.  if  she  had  «ver  tried  or  thought  of 
trjiii}{  any  of  these.  She  replied  that  she 
sever  had,  as  her  interest  centered  in  her 
chicken:^,  and  Ihey  look  all  the  lime  she  could 
give  to  poultry. 

Mr.  Ed.  Hunt  breeds  Pit  Games, of  fighting 
strains,  and  has  quite  an  extensive  though 
not  a  costly  plant  for  that  purpose  on  another 
farm  in  the  outskirts  of  Lewiston.  We 
stopped  there  just  a  moment,  but  the  birds 
were  so  plainly  unused  to  strangers,  and  so 
touch  disturbed  by  our  presence  that  we  cut 
our  call  very  short. 

At  the  farm  of  Mr.  B.  VT.  Thome  we  found 
that  hale  old  man  engaged  iu  baying,  while 
vllspersed  about  were  some  numbers  of  my 
favorite  Light  Brahmas.  Mr.  Thome  says  he 
has  bred  them  for  many  years,  and  found 
them  so  satisfactory  that  he  has  never  felt 
tempted  to  change.  He  does  not  profess  to 
be  anything  of  a  fancier,  but  I  have  seen  men 


bought  for  a  home  and  for  garden  and  small 
fruit  the  estate  they  occupy.  The  interest  in 
poultry  developed  later,  and  to  give  it  scope 
adjoining  laud  was  leased. 

After  supper  at  Mr.  Bartlett's  I  took  the 
electrics  for  Brunswick  and  Freeport,  arriv- 
ing at  the  latter  place  late  in  the  evening  after 
about  as  busy  a  day  as  I  ever  put  in  in  going 
"round  about." 

Making  the  trip  from  Lewiston  to  Freepoi"! 
l)y  electrics  I  gained  on  my  prearranged  sched- 
ule, which  had  been  made  out  without 
knowledge  of  that  electric  connection,  and 
had  provided  for  a  return  to  Portland  Monday 
evening,  making  Freeporl  by  train  next  morn- 
ing. Mr.  Geo.  V.  Coflin,  of  the  Eu!<tern 
I'oultryman,  had  vpritteu  that  i:e  would  meet 
me  at  the  traTn  ana  show  me  around.  Arriv- 
ing in  Freeport  late  in  the  evening,  I  went  to 
a  hotel,  and  after  a  good  night's  sleep,  had  an 
early  breakfast  and  started  out  to  find  Mr. 
Coffin  before  he  should  go  to  meet  the  early 
train. 


always  good,  and  he  has  never  yet  failed  to 
find  ready  sa.e  for  all  good  birds  he  had  to 
sell  of  both  varieties. 

After  I  had  inspected  Mr.  Coffin's  stock  he 
drove  me  to  yards  of  as  many  of  the  local 
breeders  and  fanciers  as  we  could  reach  in  the 
limited  time  at  my  disposal.  In  only  a  few- 
cases  was  I  able  to  see  the  owners  of  the  stock, 
but  with  a  guide  so  weil  acquainted  with  all 
of  thfem,  and  so  familiar  with  the  work  and 
methods  of  most  as  Mr.  Coflin  proved  to  be, 
that  was  less  of  a  hardship  than  would  other- 
wise have  been  the  case,  and  when  I  touk  the 
train  I  felt  that  I  knew  the  poultry  conditions 
at  Freeport  pretty  well. 

"VTe  looked  first  at  the  little  plant  and  stock 
of  Mr.  M.  E.  Averiil.  This  is  right  iu  the 
center  of  the  town,  to  the  rear  of  both  Mr. 
Averill's  store  on  the  main  street  and  resi- 
dence on  a  cross  street.  There  is  opportunity 
here  to  keep  quite  a  stock  of  mature  fowls  or 
to  glow  a  few  good  chickens  on  Mr.  Averill's 
own  premises.   At  present  by  leasing  a  part 
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■who  claimed  to  be  fanciers  quite  boastful  over 
chicks  not  near  so  promising  as  some  of  those 
I  saw  running  around  in  Mr.  Thorne"s  barn- 
yard. 

On  another  farm  not  far  from  this  Mr. 
Banlett  had  several  broods  of  White  Wyan- 
dotte chicks  —  some  Silvers,  and  a  few  Gold- 
ens.  Mrs.  Skiilen,  who' is  raising  these  for 
him,  has  been  one  of  the  most  reliable  of  those 
to  whom  he  has  entrusted  chicks,  and  he  says 
he  always  expects  to  take  some  of  the  best  of 
each  season's  gro.vth  from  this  farm. 

On  a  city  lot  Mr.  S.  H.  West  is  breeding 
White  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Rhode  Island 
Reds.  The  latter  he  is  just  starling  with,  and 
I  was  much  interested  in  what  he  had  to 
show—  a  contrast  in  size,  and  in  short  in 
nearly  everything  in  two  lots  of  Reds  from 
two  different  places.  One  lot  was  composed 
entirely  of  undersized  aud  scrubby  looking 
chicks.  The  other  lot,  three  weeks  younger, 
had  not— I  think— a  chick  in  it  that  was  not 
twice  as  large  as  the  best  in  the  first  lot.  Mr. 
West  was  proud  of  these  last,  as  well  he  might 
be. 

Here  I  discovered  that  I  wanted  to  go  back 
to  Auburn.  Mr.  AVest  remarked  that  he  had 
a  brother  who  was  doing  something  in  poul- 
try over  there,  and  comparing  notes  I  fouinl 
that  this  was  J.  W.  West,  of  J.  AV.  AVest  & 
Son,  who  last  fall  gave  us  quite  an  interesting 
expression  of  opinion  on  egg  production.  I 
bad  remembered  3Ir.  AVest,  but  had  not 
remembered  where  he  was  located.  Being  so 
near  I  felt  that,  if  possible,  I  must  go  and  see 
him,  and  asked  Mr.  Bartlell  If  we  could  not 
make  it.  He  thought  we  could,  and  his  pacer 
soon  covered  the  distance. 

Mr.  West,  Sr.,  was  at  home,  showed  us 
about  the  place,  and  invited  u»  into  the  house 
for  a  chat,  which,  as  is  usually  the  case,  lasted 
I'inger  than  we  intended  it  should.  Mr.  AVesl. 
.Jr.,  came  home  just  as  we  were  leaving. 
Readers  who  were  Interested  in  what  J.  AA'. 
AVest  &  Son  had  to  say  about  early  laying 
AVhite  AVyanilottcs  in  the  issue  of  this  paper 
for  Oct.  15,  l!t02,  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that 
they  have  a  nic'e  slock  of  pullets  from  these 
8ame  hens  which  they  expect  to  duplicate  the 
rc^'ord  of  last  year. 

They  are  well  located  for  poultry  keeping, 
but  not  altogether  on  their  own  land.  Poul- 
try keeping  was  not  thought  of  when  tbcv 


CLTKT  PLAXT  OF  J.  VT.  POWKLL,  GAR 
I  found  him  with  little  difficulty,  very 
pleasantly  located  on  a  hill  commanding  a  fine 
view  of  the  town,  and  only  a  few  minutes 
walk  from  the  center.  Most  of  the  poultry 
equipment  on  this  place  was  put  there  by  a 
former  occupant,  and  the  buildings  are  not 
such  models  as  Mr.  C.  would  use  if  building 
new,  but  they  answer  the  purpose.  There  is 
room  for  a  half  a  dozen  pens  of  breeding  birds. 
Black  and  White  Langshans,  and  to  grow 
about  100  chicks.  More  could  be  grown  if  all 
the  ground  were  utilized  for  chicks,  but  a 
considerable  part  of  it  is  devoted  to  garden, 
for  which  it  isadmirably  adapted.  Mr.  Coffin 
has  a  fine  garden,  and  as  be  says,  "all  the  weeils 
are  flowers,"  the  last  occupant  of  the  place 
made  quite  a  hobby  of  his  vegetable  and  flower 
garden,  and  the  land  is  still  free  from  weeds, 
and  many  perennial  flowers  still  grow  like 
weeds  in  places  allotted  to  other  things  as 
well  as  in  places  left  for  them. 

The  Langshan  breediug  stock  was  in  fine 
condition  still,  even  the  birds  that  had  partly 
molted  seeming  very  bright  aud  alert.  The 
young  chicks  were  thriving,  and  a  few  about 
three  months  old  were  beginning  to  show 
their  quality  in  very  pleasing  way.  Besides 
these  Mr.  Coffin  had  at  home  a  nice  bunch  of 
young  R.  I.  Reds  aud  several  broods  of 
bantams,  while  he  has  a  considerable  stock  of 
each  of  the  large  varieties  mentioned  on  the 
farm  of  his  father,  and  more  on  the  farm  of 
his  father-in-law.  The  Reds  he  regards  as  at 
present  the  best  breed  in  the  American  class 
to  take  up.    In  Langshans  he  says  his  trade  is 
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of  a  vacant  lot  adjoining  he  is  growing  a  good 
many  chicks  and  giving  tbem  ample  range. 
His  Varieties  are  AVhite  AVyaudottes  aud  R. 
C.  Rhode  Island  Reds. 

Mr.  L.  E.  Curtis,  of  Lunt  &  Curtis,  we 
found  at  his  store,  and  too  busy  putting  up 
orders  to  go  xvith  ns  to  see  his  stock.  Mr. 
Lnnt  was  supposed  to  be  still  at  home,  so  we 
made  haste  to  get  to  bis  place  before  he  should 
leave,  but  in  some  way  missed  him.  Messrs. 
Lunt  &  Curtis  exhibit  and  advertise  AVhite 
Wyandottes  and  Barred  Rocks  jointly,  but 
breed  the  stock  separately,  Mr.  Lunt  being  the 
AV^yandotte,  and  Mr.  Curtis  the  Rock  man. 
Both  have  good  yard  aud  range  facilities,  and 
the  matings  of  both  show  intelligent  apprecia- 
tion of  the  objects  sought.  Besides  White 
Wyandottes  Mr.  Lunt  has  Buft"  Cochin  Bant- 
ams, and  in  addition  to  his  Barred  Mr.  Curtis 
has  Buff  Rocks  In  this  latter  variety  he  drew 
one  of  the  prizes  in  the  universal  annual  egg 
lottery.  He  bought  several  sittings  of  eggs 
from  Millville  Farm, of  Millville,  X.  J.,  among 
them  one  silting  from  the  mating  that  pro- 
duced the  celelirated  §300  cockerel,  and  had 
good  hatches  and  very  promising  chicks  from 
all  of  tbem.  One  sitting  gave  him  thirteen 
good  chicks. 

In  the  yards  of  Mr.  H.  E.  Coflin  were  R.  C. 
AVhite  Leghorns  and  Blue  Andalusians,  a  nice 
pen  of  old  stock  of  each  variety  and  quite  a 
number  of  chicks,  a  goodly  proportion  of  the 
more  advanced  of  which  showed  very  satis- 
factory development  in  Standard  qualities. 
Mr.  .J.  F.  Thomas  breeds  AVhite  Rocks,  and 


has  as  I  recollect  the  only  ones  I  saw  in  Free- 
port :  and  also  breeds  Light  Brahmas.  Air. 
B.  F.  Dennison  breeds  Buff  Rocks;  Mr.  F.  S. 
AVinslow  has  Buff  and  AA'hile  Wyandottes  and 
S.  C.  AA'hite  Leghorns,  but  seemed  not  to  be 
raising  any  Leghorns  this  season.  Mr.  F.  C. 
Moulton  goes  in  for  Reds  excliisively,  with  thfe 
S.  C.  variety  his  favorite.  He  has  a  cock  bird 
that  is  worth  looking  over,  and  some  chicks 
that  bid  fair  to  give  some  useful  exhibition 
specimens. 

At  3Ir.  A.  P.  AA'inslow's  I  found  besides 
some  carefully  mated  Barred  Rocks,  and  their 
progeny,  an  experiment  in  200-egg  hen  pro- 
duction in  progress.  Mr.  AVinslow  has  quite 
a  large  number  of  chicks  from  one  hen  which 
last  year  laid  over  200  eggs.  These  he  will 
keep  records  of  next  season,  and  has  promised 
to  give  us  results.  His  poultry  keeping  so  far 
has  been  limited  to  a  large  town  lot,  but 
recently  he  purchasd  a  farm,  and  will  soon 
have  it  equipped  and  stocked. 

Had  time  permitted  I  might  have  seen 
many  other  small  plants,  but  I  saw  enough  to 
convince  me  that  Freeport  fanciers  could  put 
up  a  good  show  without  outside  assistance. 
As  they  are  assured  of  the  cordial  cooperation 
of  the  fanciers  of  adjoining  towns,  may  rea- 
sonably expect  a  good  line  of  entries  from  a 
distance,  and  with  the  trolley  and  other  travel 
facilities  making  attendance  from  neighbor- 
ing towns  convenient  it  looks  as  if  the  show 
projected  for  next  December  could  not  fail  to 
be  iu  every  way  successful, 

Freeport,  Me.,  like  its  larger  namesake, 
Freeport,  111.,  U  very  much  of  a  poultry 
town.  The  western  town  has  the  start,  but 
the  eastern  town  Is  coming  fast.  The  iisses- 
sors'  enumeration  this  spring  indicates  about 
3-5,000  fowls  in  the  town,  and  I  should  judge 
that  the  proportion  of  standard  poultry  Is 
Unusually  large.  There  are,  however,  no  large 
plants,  and  no  exclusive  poultry  plants. 

Arriving  at  Gardiner  at  iioon  Mr.  J.  AV. 
Lowell  met  me  and  drove  to  his  home  five 
miles  out  of  town.  Mr.  Lowell  is  one  of  l«he 
progressive  and  pushing  young  breeders  of 
Maine.  He  has  made  quite  a  reputation 
within  the  borders  of  the  state,  and  is  develop- 
ing stocks  of  exhibition  birds  that  promise  to 
soon  give  him  much  wider  reputation.  His 
plant  is  located  on  his  father's  farm,  but  the 
bTiildings,  equipment,  and  stock  are  his  own, 
paid  for  from  his  profits  on  poultry. 

Obliged  to  stay  out  of  the  high  school  for  a 
time  seven  or  eight  years  ago  on  account  of 
ill  health,  he  was  reluct.ant  to  go  back  and 
resume  school  work  with  a  lower  class,  so 
concluded  to  go  to  work,  bought  the  poultry 
stock  on  the  farm  from  his  father,  agreeing  to 
pay  for  it  out  of  the  earnings,  and  suli- 
sequently  borrowed  the  money  (from  the  same 
source)  for  his  first  poultry  house.  Both  of 
these  obligations  were  soon  wiped  out,  and 
the  rest  of  the  plant  and  the  stock  have  been 
gradually  built  up  as  the  earnings  of  the  poul- 
try increased,  until  now  it  is  on  a  good  busi- 
ness basis. 

Mr.  Lowell  is  making  a  specialty  of  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks.  His  record  on  them  at  the 
Maine  state  show  makes  it  quite  superfluous 
for  me  to  sav  anvthing  more  of  his  success  iu 
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Study  The  Poultry  Business 


— .  _       _       ■         '-J-""""'"".  a,m  rcjuuemcuts  aud  rightly  applies  thai  knowledt'e. 

..THE  AMERICAN  POULTRY  INSTITUTE 
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breetling  except  thai  I  was  very  much  pleaseil 
to  tiiul  that  hU  l)est  results  had  been  obtaiueil 
from  u  bird  he  bouglit  on  his  own  judgment — 
before  the  awards  were  up  —  at  a  show  a 
couple  of  years  a^o.  At  the  time  Mr.  Lowell 
learned  that  the  breeder  of  the  bird  professed 
to  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  him  at  the  modest 
rigure  for  which  the  sale  was  made,  but  he 
had  confidence  enough  in  his  own  judgment  to 
Use  the  cockerel  nevertheless,  and  results 
have  amply  vindicated  him. 

The  conditions  lor  growing  poultry  here 
could  not  well  be  bettered.  The  lay  of  the 
land  does  not  favor  close  range  photography, 
but  I  made  one  picture  which  shows  fairly 
how  the  poultry  and  other  farm  buiidiugs 
group  around  the  dwelling.  The  fowls  are 
thus  convenient  lo  care  for,  have  shade  at 
headquarters,  and  all  the  range  they  can  use. 
The  breeding  stock  has  roomy  yards  in  the 
orchard  for  each  pen,  while  for  the  young 
stock  there  is  grass  range  for  several  times  the 
four  or  live  hundred  now  grown  each  year. 

After  dinner  we  drove  back  to  town  and 
three  or  four  miles  out  in  an  o|)posite  direc- 
tion, our  olijective  point  being  the  egg  farm  of 
Mr.  E.  L.  Norton. 

In  writing  of  a  farm  vjsiled  the  day  preceii- 
iug  this,  I  referred  to  the  poultry  kept  there 
as  on  a  basis  which  ought  to  be  the  common 
thing  on  Maine  farms.  Mr.  Xorton  has  his 
poultry  keeping  on  a  basis  which  might  protit- 
ably  be  adopted  on  a  great  many  Maine  farms. 
I  would  take  exception  to  some  of  Jiis  meth- 
ods, as,  for  instance,  running  old  and  young 
stock  together;  but  he  is  keeping  a  big  stock 
of  poultry  and  making  it  pay,  and  that  is  the 
essential  thing.  The  man  who  can  get  the 
results  from  methods  open  here  and  there  to 
■  riticism  is  probably  a  better  poultryman,  and 
lertainly  a  better  manager  than  the  man 
whose  methods  are  above  criticism,  but  who 
somehow  or  other  never  succeeds  in  making 
his  financial  balance  satisfactory. 

At  present  Mr.  Norton  has  about  400  laying 
hens  and  aliout  1,200  or  1,300  chickens.  All 
are  kept  in  an  orchard  back  of  the  farm  house 
from  which  they  range  over  as  much  of  the 
farm  as  they  choose.  The  houses  for  the 
adult  stock  are  mostly  like  that  shown  in  the 
illustration,  same  size,  or  double  that  size. 
Houses  of  the  size  illustrated  are  intended  to 
accommodate  about  sixty  hens.  Houses  such 
as  are  used  fpr  young  chicks  are  shown  in 
■mother  illustration,  and  in  the  same  cut  is 
^een  the  small  building  used  as  a  cook  house. 

A  mash  is  fed  in  the  morning,  and  cracked 
c  )rn  is  kept  before  the  fowls,  young  and  old, 
all  the  time.  Mr.  Xorton  has  had  very  satis- 
factory results  in  egg.prodiiction  both  winter 
and  summer,  and  each  year  increases  his  stock 
a  little.  Next  winter  with  qne  more  house  he 
will  have  about  450  hens.  Mr.  Lowell  told 
me  later  that  when  he  first  knew  Mr.  Xorton 
four  or  five  years  ago,  he  was  wintering  only 
about  half  as  many,  and  that  he  understood 
that  about  &lty  a  year  bad  been  the  regular 


rate  of  increase  of  laying  stock.  This  is  a  good 
point  to  take  note  of.  This  rate  of  progress 
admirably  illustrates  grndwil  growth.  The 
orilinary  advance  idea  of  gradual  growth  con- 
templates an  increase  to  thousands  in  three  or 
four  years.  It  is  by  such  really  gradual 
growth  as  Mr.  Xorton's  poultry  keeping  has 
made  that  sure  progress  comes. 

Beyond  this  farm  are  two  other  large  egg 
farms  conducted  in  much  the  same  way.  The 
first  is  that  of  Mr.  F.  Hildrelh.  Mr.  Hildreth, 
I  was  told,  went  to  Hammonton,  X.  J.,  to 
learn  the  broiler  business  in  the  early  days  of 
that  industry,  and  returning  to  Maine  began 
broiler  raising  on  the  farm  he  now  occupies. 
It  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  did  not  find  that 
branch  of  poultry  culture  profitable  as  a 
specialty,  for  gradually  the  farm  became  an 
egg  farm —  and  its  owner  is  reputed  to  be  well 
to  do  and  to  have  made  what  he  has  in  poul- 
try. I  wouid  have  liked  to  talk  with  him,  but 
he  was  at  work  in  a  distant  hay  field,  our  time 
was  limited,  and  after  a  quick  look  about  we 
went  on  to  the  farm  of  Capt.  L.  M.  Bird. 
Here,  too,  everyone  was  out  in  the  hay  fields, 
>o  we  stopped  only  long  enough  to  get  a  gen- 
eral idea  of  what  was  being  done. 

These  three  egg  farms  all  ship  to  Boston.  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  become 
the  nucleus  of  such  a  poultry  community  as 
we  have  in  Rhode  Island  at  Little  Compton. 
The  winter  is  not  so  mild,  and  there  is  more 
snow  in  Maine,  but  I  doubt  whether  on  the 
whole  the  climate  is  less  favorable,  for  in 
Rhode  Island  there  is  u  great  deal  of  rough 
and  windy  weather  that  is  trying  to  both  fowls 
and  attendants. 

Wednesday  morning  I  went  to  Orono  to  the 
agricultural  experiment  station  to  see  the 
work  there.  I  had  hoped  to  meet  Prof, 
(jowell,  but  he  was  absent  at  the  time,  and  as 
rain  was  threatening,  after  looking  hastily 
over  the  plant,  I  returned  to  Bangor.  The 
location  seems  to  be  a  good  one,  the  buildings 
are  substantial  and  well  kepi,  the  slock  in 
good  condition  and  doing  good  work  in  the 
nests.  The  poultry  plant  had  that  attractive- 
ness which  a  well  kept  plant  carrying  a  thrifty 
stock  must  always  have  for  one  interested  in 
poultry,  but  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  in 
seeking  200-egg  hens  the  station  was  following 
a  fad,  and  that  to  the  neglect  of  the  interests 
of  the  state. 

The  poultry  industry  in  Maine  can  lie  best 
advanced  not  by  slowly  developing  very  heavy 
egiT  production  in  a  few  birds  and  distributing 
among  the  farmers  stock  which  the  e.vperi- 
euce  of  many  poultrymen  indicates  has  prob- 
ably been  weakened  by  great  egg  production, 
but  by  showing  the  farmers  how  they  can 
keep  fowls  in  numbers  adapted  to  their  facil- 
ities and  opportunities,  using  improved 
methods,  but  still  farm  methods,  and  make 
fair  profits  on  the  poultry  without  materially 
curtailing  other  farm  enterprises. 

Maine,  with  its  large  farms  and  extensive 
grass  fields,  offers  better  opportunities  for 


farm  poultry  keeping  on  a  large  scale  than  are 
to  be  found  in  anything  like  equal  measure  in 
any  other  part  of  Xew  England.'  The  popu- 
lar, profitable,  and  jiroper  first  work  for  an 
experiment  station  to  do  in  poultry  is  to  take 
the  methods  of  the  best  poultry  keepers  of  the 
state,  or  of  other  places  where  conditions  are 
similar,  find  how  they  can  be  bettered,  and 
forcefully  put  such  information  within  the 
reach  of  every  farmer  in  the  state. 

Maine  furnishes  fine  opportunities  for  goose 
and  turkey  culture,  but  Maine  with  a  million 
and  a  half  of  chickens  (census  of  1900)  as 
against  800,000  in  Vermont  hail  only  (5,437 
turkey.s  against  Vermont's  22,6!<9,  and  with 
more  than  three  times  as  many  chickens  as 
Rhode  Island,  had  only  two-thirds  as  many 
geese  as  that  state.  It  would  seem  to  be  quite 
within  the  province  of  the  experiment  station 
to  first  thoroughly  investigate  the  question  of 
turkey  culture  or  goose  culture,  or  duck  cul- 
ture for  the  state,  and  then  inform  and  inter- 
est the  people,  and  that  is  the  kind  of  work 
that  properly  conducted  brings  results  which 
are  self-evident. 

It  had  been  my  intention  to  spend  Weilnes- 
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day  afternoon  at  Ellsworth,  but  the  steady 
downpour  of  rain  made  me  change  my  plans 
and  wait  in  Bangor  for  the  train  on  which  I 
was  to  reach  Harrington  late  in  the  afternoon. 
At  this  station  3Ir.  W.  .J.  Drisko,  of  the 
Drisko  Farm,  Addison,  Me.,  met  me.  After 
a  three  mile  drive  to  the  farm  I  found  the 
wood  tire  (in  mid-summer)  in  the  sitting  room 
a  comfortable  thing  to  be  near  for  the 
remainder  of  the  evening.  Xext  morning 
came  densely  foggy,  disappointing  my  expec- 
tations of  enjoying  the  tine  views  one  mav 
have  from  this  spot  under  favorable  con- 
ditions. However,  provided  with  a  pair  of 
rubber  boots,  I  made  a  tour  of  the  farm  with 
Mr.  Drisko. 

Drisko  Farm  has  been  occupied  by  Driskos 
ever  since  it  passed  to  private  owners  early  in 
the  last  century.  The  poultry  plant  on  it  was 
begun  tive  years  ago,  and  gradually  developed 
until  at  the  end  of  three  years  it  began  to  be 
self  sustaining  on  a  business  scale.  The  farm 
is  admirably  adapted  for  poultry,  and  its 
proximity  to  Bar  Harbor  gives  it  an  excep- 
tionally good  outlet  for  its  market  poultry 
products.  At  this  time  they  were  actually 
getting  more  at  wholesale  for  eggs  at  Bar 
Harbor  than  they  could  get  in  Boston,  and 
were  saving  the  transportation  and  com- 
mission, a  matter  of  several  cents  a  dozen, 
besides.  The  market  for  poultry,  too,  is 
good,  and  that  side  of  the  business  has  been, 
and  is  being,  very  carefully  developed. 

The  trade  in  breeding  and  exhibition  stock, 
begun  several  years  ago,  has  grown  rapidly 
and  steadily,  its  growth,  no  doubt,  greatly 
accelerated  by  the  fact  that  stock  from  this 
farm  has  won  a  gratifying  share  of  possible 
prizes  at  the  Maine  state  show,  and  also  at 
some  of  the  best  shows  in  Massachusetts. 
The  stock  kept  is  Rhode  Island  Reds,  Rose 
and  Single  Comb,  Barred  and  White  Plym- 
outh Rocks,  and  Light  Brahmas.  The  Reds 
seem  to  be  the  favorites,  and  to  claim  a  little 
more  attention  than  the  others.  Inasmuch  as 
Mr.  Drisko  is  secretary  of  the  R.  1.  Red  Club, 
that  was  to  be  expected.  .Still  —  shall  we  call 
it  —  the  greater  intensity  of  interest  in  the 
Reds  does  not  lead  to  any  neglect  of  the  other 
varieties,  and  in  all  there  is  apparent  studied 
effort  toward  definite  ends,  and  a  ready  appre- 
ciation of  the  Individuals  most  serviceable  in 
making  advancement. 

This  farm  deserves  a  whole  article,  but  I 
think  such  an  article,  along  the  lines  1  want 
an  article  for  F.-P.  would  be  more  satisfactory 
from  Mr.  Drisko,  whom  most  of  our  readers 
know  through  his  occasional  contributions 
than  from  me,  so  I  shall  try  to  get  one  for  an 
early  issue  of  the  paper. 
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m  stamps  or  silver  to  pay  postage.  Positivelv 
and  emphatically,  it  should  be  worth  Ten  Dol- 
lars to  everA' earn  est  man  or  woman  who  wishes 
;  to  do  well  in  the  poultry  business.  If  we  did 
not  mean  this,  or  did  not  believe  you  would 
agree  w  ith  u-;  on  examining  the  book,  we  could 
not  afford  to  say  it,  for  we  depend  on  this 
Guide  and  Catalogue  to  win  your  friendship 
for  our  line  of  manufactures.  Send  ten  cents  fcr  book  Xo.  4  with  this  understanding  and 
we  %vill  abide  by  your  decision. 

Separate  Poultry  Supply  Catalogue  for  1903,  Free, 
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"Write  to-tlay  for  both  of  tae.^e  in=trucrire  publications.  They  will  help  you  succeed  in  your  poultry 
work.   Kindly  mention  this  paper  and  address  our  nearest  office. 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 
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Prize  Article. 

SEVKXTEEXTH  SUBJECT. 

Iinproviiig  Poultry  Shows. 

On  this  suliject  we  want  nrtiules  giving 
.suggestions  as  to  ways  iunl  niean.s  of  improv- 
ini?  poultry  shows.  The  suliji-ct  was  given 
out  in  July  1st  paper,  but  no  responses. 
We  have  no  lioultt  that  tliis  is  becau^e  of  the 
>eason,  not  bec:^u^e  of  the  subject.  So  we 
repeat  iu 

CONDITIONS. 

This  competition  is  open  only  to  per- 
who  have  never  received  a  cash  compen.-a- 
lion  for  an  article  ou  a  topic  counectetl  with 
poultry  keeping. 

Each  article  must  contain  not  less  than  1,-201) 
nor  more  than  1,500  words. 

Each  competitor  must  be  a  subscriber  to 
FaI£M-Pul"LTRy;  name  must  be  on  our  list  at 
the  time  the  subject  upon  whicb  he  competes 
is  HUMOunceO. 

Articles  in  this  coropeiitionmustbereceivrO 
at  this  office  on  or  before  September  loth. 
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I.Mlxil£T.o-T.— Write  only  on  one  side  of  the 
paper. 

Articles  not  winnios;  prizes  will  be  returned 
if  stamps  to  prepay  return  postage  are  inclosed. 
For  any  such  articles  con>i.iered  available  for 
publication  we  will  make  ca>h  offers. 

Another  Subject  will  be  Announced 
September  1st. 


HY,"  writes  a  subscriber,  "do 
rou  give  us  such  tantalizing 
illie  bits  of  infonuation  as  you 
did  iu  July  15  F.-P.  about  Mr.  P.  K.  I'ark's 
farm  at  Reading,  3Iass.  I  have  no  doubt  tbat 
lots  of  your  readers  would  like  to  know  much 
more  about  his  methods.  .  .  .  Such  pic- 
tures from  poultry  plants  run  on  a  large  scale 
with  many  original  methods  worked  out  by 
practical  experiment  and  experience  naturally 
excite  our  curiosity,  ttnd  if  more  fully 
explained  would  very  often  give  us  valuable 
pointers  leading  to  greater  profits  in  our  busi- 
ness. I  have  noticed  the  tendency  of  late  iu 
F.-P.  to  give  very  iuterestiug  pictures  from 
large  practical  plants,  together  with  very 
meager  descriptions  of  both  methods  and 
appliances,  and  I  think  I  can  speak  for  many 
others  as  well  as  myself  when  I  call  for  more 
extended  descriptions." 

We  know  just  how  this  correspondent — and 
doubtless  some  others — feels  about  that.  We 
ii>ed  to  fee!  that  way  ourselve^  sometimes  in 
the  days  before  we  had  much  to  do  *ith 
making  papers.  Later  we  came  to  a  better 
appreciation  of  the  scope  and  limitations  of  a 
periodical  publication.  A  book  should  treat  a 
subject  or  a  phase  of  a  su!  ject  with  a  degree 
of  thoroughness  and  exhaustiveness.  A  paper 
is  privileged  always  —  and  sometimes  by 
circumstances  required  to  treat  matters  on  the 
instalment  plan. 

We  give  a  great  many  very  full  descriptions 
of  buildings,  farms,  methods  and  fowls.  Fre- 
quently when  we  write  up  a  plant  some  matter 
relating  to  it  is  omitted  either  for  lack  of 
space,  or  because  we  do  not  wish  to  divert 
interest  from  other  points  in  the  article,  and 
later  given  to  readers  in  some  other  form.  In 
the  same  way  when  photographing  plants,  tiie 
writer  frequently  takes  pictures  he  cannot  u>e 
immediately,  just  to  have  them  to  use  as  occa- 
sion oii'ers  at  some  future  time  for  purposes  of 
illustration,  and  for  the  ideas  that  they  may 
suggest  to  those  who  see  them. 

In  the  case  of  the  pictures  of  features  of 
Mr.  Park's  place  and  the  brief  reference  to  it, 
we  put  them  in  as  we  did  purposely.  We 
wanted  to  give  out  a  few  ideas  and  limits  that 
would  be  of  use  to  readers  in  advance  of  the 
full  description  of  the  farm  which  is  to  come 
when  it  is  completely  equipped.  The  other 
pictures  to  which  the  correspondent  refers  are 
either  of  plants  we  have  not  had  opportunity 
to  visit  and  describe,  or  pictures  (as  described 
above)  of  places  which  have  been  described. 

In  both  text  and  pictures  in  a  paper  there  is 
necessarily  much  that  is  valuable  for  what  it 
suggests  to  different  ones  who  see  it  as  for 
what  it  tells  Ihem  exactly.  To  a  great  many 
pqultrymen  the  suggestion  of  a  picture  or 
drawing  is  worth  more  tiian  a  full  page  of 
accurate  description.  Give  them  the  idea  and 
they  develop  it  to  suit  themselves. 

Those  wno  want  the  exact  descriptions  can 
have  them  iv  we  can  make  them  or  get  them. 
We  are  not  ahvavs  able  to  do  either. 


The  Revision  Committee  Report 
Muddle. 

1    ^  LSEWHEEE  in  this  paper  is  reprinted 
1   ^     in  full  the  reply  of  the  editor  of  the 
^ — *  lielifible   Poultry   Juurnal  to  the 
article  in  the  American  Fancier  on  which 
we  commented  in  our  last  issue.  Readers 
who  are  interested  in  the  subject  may  now 
draw  their  own  conclusions. 
We  have  only  three  commenis  to  make: 
First:— That  the  argument  tbat  no  one  bad 
taken  exception  to  the  publication  of ''General 
Disqualifications,"   ••  Cutting   for  Defects," 
"Rules  for  Score  Card  Judging,"  and  "Rules 
for  Comparison  Jmlging,"  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  case.    The  publication  of  that  matter 
occurred  in  the  authorized  semi-official  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee. 

Second  :— .-Vs  to  the  statement  that  with  tbif 
authorized  report  each  paper  received  a  letter 
informing  the  editor  -'tbat  the  revision  com- 
mittee bad  decided  by  a  uDaoimous  vote  that 


a  typewritten  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  would  be  furnished  to  all  papers 
that  were  willing  to  bear  their  share  of  the 
expense  of  making  typewritten  manifold 
copies,  which  expense  probably  would  be 
aiiontflO:" 

The  letter  which  we  received  with  the  con- 
densed report  read  : — 
Fakm-PocI-TRY,  Boston,  Mass.  - 

Gentlemen: — "Find  herewith  what  is  meant 
to  be  a  fairly  comprehensive  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Standard  revision  com- 
mittee, inclusive  of  their  actions  of  greatest 
general  interest  and  importance.  This  is  the 
same  report  that  I  am  sending  forward  tonight 
to  the  Beliahle  Poultry  Journal  for  publi- 
cation iu  the  June  number.  It  is  a  semi- 
official report,  being  sent  out  in  keeping  with 
the  wishes  of  the  revision  committee,  hence 
you  need  not  give  me  any  credit  for  this  action, 
except  for  my  wish  to  place  it  in  your  hands 
in  time  for  your  June  1st  issue. 

Tery  truly  yours, 
(Signed)      GKA^fT  M.  CtlRTis. 

What  information  we  received  as  to  a  more 
complete  report  was  in  the  body  of  the  con- 
densed report  itself  where  we  found  this: 

'■It  was  decided  to  have  a  semi-ofliciu! 
report  prepared,  and  a  copy  of  same  sent  to 
the  poultry  papers;  also  to  have  the  minutes 
edited  and  a  copy  furnished,  at  actual  cost  of 
a  stenographer's  time,  to  every  poultry  paper 
willing  to  bear  said  cost.  It  was  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  committee  that  a  full 
report  of  its  work,  including  the  changes  it 
will  recommend  in  the  Standard,  should  go  to 
the  interested  public  without  undue  delay,  so 
that  fanciers  generally  may  know  what  the 
proposed  changes  are,  and,  if  they  so  wish, 
can  attend  the  next  annual  meeting  of  tlie 
American  Poultry  Association,  at  which  the 
report  of  the  revision  committee  will  be  suIj- 
mitted,  and  there  approve  or  disapprove  as 
they  deem  wise." 

If  the  statement  had  stopped  at  that  it 
would  have  been  clear  and  consistent.  Up  to 
that  point  we  thought  we  wanted  a  full  report 
for  readers  of  F.-P.  But  note  what  imme- 
diately follows. 

"The  committee's  actual  report  will  not  be 
given  to  the  public,  nor  will  the  poultry  papers 
be  furnished  the  permanent  parts  of  the  pro- 
posed new  Standard,  but  each  poultry  paper 
that  is  willing  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  sten- 
ographers' work  can  have  a  full  report  of  the 
discussions  of  the  revision  committee,  includ- 
ing the  motions  adopted.  By  this  means  the 
interested  public  will  be  informed  within  the 
next  sixty  days  what  changes  are  proposed, 
and  why,  generally  speaking." 

Sow  al)OUt  all  the  meaning  we  could  get  out 
of  that  maze  of  ambiguity  and  contradictions, 
was  that  the  poultry  papers  which  w^ould 
share  among  themselves  the  cost  of  reporting 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee  could  have 

the  report  "minus  the  penndneru parts 

of  the  proposed  new  Standard."  As  to  just 
what  was  meant  by  the  ''permanent  parts  of 
the  proposed  new  Standard,"  we  were,  and 
still  are  considerably  puzzled.  As  near  as  we 
could  get  to  a  satisfactory  me^ming  the 
intent  of  the  statement  w:is  that  the  report 
furnished  the  papers  would  not  have  the 
recommendations  of  the  committee  in  their 
final  form,  but  that  with  the  discussions  ainl 
motions  before  him  each  editor  could  make 
bis  own  interpretation  of  the  committee's 
actions. 

Though  the  offer,  either  by  letter  or  in  the 
semi-official  report,  was  laid  before  over  a 
score  of  other  papers,  only  three  of  the  num- 
ber accepted  it.  This  indicates  very  plainly 
that  others  construed  it  substantially  as  we 
did.  For  such  a  report  we  would  not  give 
cent,  for  the  only  things  that  really  mattered, 
tne  real  results  of  the  work  of  the  committee, 
verbatim  statements  of  changed  requirements 
were,  it  was  plainly  said,  not  to  be  given  to 
the  papers. 

Third : — Mr.  Curtis'  admission  in  his  last 
paragraph  that  he  suspected  that  some  one 


August  lo 

would  raise  the  point  Mr.  Dreveustedt  did, 
and  on  reflection  concluded  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility, does  not  jibe  with  his  previous  argu- 
ment. If  it  was  clear  beyond  doubt  or  dis- 
pute that  the  committee  intended  to  make  its 
actual  recommendations  public  through  the 
poultry  press  there  was  no  occasion  to  sup-- 
pose  that  any  objection  whatever  would  arise 
from  any  quarter. 

What  We  Didn't  Say. 

II  1 — ^  YIDEXTLY  editor  Robinson  has 
i      had  some  sad  experience  with 

*  ^    White  Wyandottes,  as  he  says  that 

from  bis  own  experience  with  that  variety 
he  is  convinced  tbat  tbey  are  very  susceptible 
to  disease."— E.  E.  PEACOCK,  in  Turf , Farm, 
and  Home. 

Now  editor  Rubinson  didn't  say  anything 
of  the  kind.  "What  be  did  say  was  tbat  from 
bis  own  experience  and  from  the  opinions  of 
a  number  o  f  breeders  in  position  to  make 
comparisons,  "  the  White  Wyandottes  had 
not  the  vigor  of  constitution  that  would 
enable  them  to  resist  disease  in  the  same 
degree  that  other  general  purpose  varieties 
and  especially  the  Barred  and  White  Rocks 
htid." 

We  are  always  ready  to  stand  back  of  what 
we  say,  and  try  to  say  nothing  we  canriot 
stand  back  of,  but  when  it  comes  to  being 
quoted  as  authority  for  somebody  else's  care- 
less perversions  of  our  remarks,  we  olject. 
We  can  stand  the  careless  reader  who  skims 
through  an  article,  misses  half  the  essential 
statements  in  it,  and  then  sits  down  and 
writes  us  for  the  things  he  overlooked.  He  is 
bad  enough  in  one  way^  but  as  he  is  usually 
considerate  enough  to  enclose  a  stamp  for 
reply  he  is  easily  disposed  of,  and  the  matter 
ends  there.  But  the  careless  writer,  and 
particularly  the  careless  editor,  is  without 
excuse  when  he  misrepresents  the  plain  state- 
ments of  another;  an<l  there  is  entirely  too 
much  of  that  being  done  at  present  just 
tbrougb  sheer  carelessness.  Probably  the 
only  way  to  cure  the  habit  is  to  give  those 
wlio  practice  it  all  the  notoriety  which  the 
blunders  into  which  it  leads  them  invite. 


A  Remarkable  Document. 

IT  is  with  pleasure  that  we  acceile  to  the 
request  of  sec'y-treas.  T.  E.  Orr  of  the 
American  Poultry  Association  that  we 
(lublish  such  parts  of  bis  circular  letter  of 
July  31,  1903,  as  we  think  will  interest  our 
readers.  It  crowds  out  other  matter  that  we 
bad  intended  for  this  issue,  and  to  get  it  in 
without  crowding  out  answers  to  some  ques- 
tions we  had  promised  correspondents  to 
reply  to  in  this  issue,  we  have  to  have  it  set  in 
agate  type,  but  we  think  no  part  of  it  will  be 
uninteresting  to  some  reader,  and  most  of  it 
will  prove  highly  interesting  to  many  readers, 
so  we  give  it  complete. 

It  is  a  remarkable  document— probably  the 
most  remarkable  official  document  relating  in 
any  way  to  any  aspect  of  the  poultry  indus- 
try that  has  ever  been  issued.  It  breathes 
an  almost  pontifical  spirit,  yet  tbrouyhout 
there  runs  a  note  of  querulous  lamentation 
that  occasionally  becomes  discordant.  It 
seems  to  have  been  written  out  of  the  depths 
of  a  full  heart  and  an  empty  treasurv. 

All  is  not  well  with  the  association.  Though 
but  for  it  (according  to  Mr.  Orr),  the  whole 
poultry  industry  would  go  to  the  bow-wows, 
leaving  not  so  much  as  a  feather  or  a  fragment 
of  an  egg  shell  to  remind  what  remained  of 
the  world  when  its  most  important  industry 
was  eliminated  that  there  had  ever  been  a 
hen:  the  association  is  at  the  present  time 
walking  on  its  uppers,  so  lo  speak.  Even 
within  the  charmed  circle  of  the  executive 
committee  are  '•  fault  finders  "  and  "  carping 
critics."  The  sale  of  Standards  has  fallen  off. 
Sew  applications  for  membership  are  of  late 
conspicuously  lacking. 

As  3Ir.  Orr  pointedly  observes,  "  These 
things  ought  not  so  lo  be."  Since,  however, 
we  have  Mr.  Orr's  word  forit  that  thesethings 
are  so,  it  seems  to  us  to  be  quite  proper  and 
pertinent  to  suggest  that  those  in  authority 
might  profitably  devote  sometime  to  meditat- 
ing upon  the  errors  of  the  w.ays  that  have 
brought  the  American  Poultry  Association  to 
its  present  plight.  It  ought  not  to  be  difficult 
for  them  to  discover  that  things  are  working 
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out  just  about  as  a  great  many  people  outsitle 
the  association  and  some  in  it  predicted  they 
would  if  certain  policies  with  which  Mr.  Orr 
has  been  conspicuously  identified  and  for  some 
of  which  he  more  than  any  other  individual  is 
responsible  were  put  in  force.  That  being  the 
case  such  persons  can  hardly  be  expected  to 
i;ive  much  heed  to  the  preachments  in  Mr. 
Orr's  circular. 

When  the  American  Poultry  Association 
was  reorganized  with  different  classes  of  mem- 
bership it  was  clear  to  every  unbiased  person 
at  all  conversant  with  organization  systems 
that  the  plan  would  not  work,  and  that  any 
apparent  success  would  be  short-lived.  The 
association  now  is  embarrassed  by  the  failure 
of  fanciers  to  apply  for  membership.  Later  it 
is  likely  to  have  to  face  another  problem  in  the 
failure  of  annual  members  to  keep  up  their 
dues. 

The  association  is  short  of  funds, and  is  now 
sadly  embarrassed  by  the  shortage.  Yet  it  is 
easy  to  remember  that  within  a  year  the  asso- 
ciation in  seemingly  wanton  disregard  of  a 
plain  prohibition  in  its  constitution  voted  a 
bonus  of  S20C  to  the  secretary-trea>urer.  It 
was  at  that  same  meeting  that  the  association, 
with  a  recklessness  which  appalled  some  of 
the  more  sober  minded  of  those  present  and 
drew  forth  some  emphatic  protests  against 
what  appeared  to  be  the  beginning  of  a  course 
of  extravagance  voted  So  per  day  and  expen- 
ses to  a  committee  of  fifteen  which  has  since 
met  and  remained  in  session  approximately 
two  weeks. 

From  the  moment  when  a  general  revision 
of  the  Standard  was  determined  upon  a  falling 
off  in  the  sale  of  Standards  in  the  interim 
before  the  publication  of  the  new  one  was  a 


foregone  conclusion.  It  has  always  been  so. 
There  was  absolutely  no  reason  to  suppo^e 
that  it  would  be  different  now.  Those  who 
must  have  them  will  buy  them,  but  none  who 
can  by  any  shift  get  along  without  will  buy  a 
Standard  now  knowing  that  it  will  be  worth- 
less within  a  year.  It  is  useless  to  appeal  to 
the  papers  to  "  sell  all  the  Standards  possible." 
Few  readers  of  the  papers  are  under  any 
erroneous  impression  as  to  when  the  new 
Standard  will  appear.  It  is  just  because  they 
are  clear  about  the  point  that  it  will  appear 
soon  enough  to  make  one  they  buy  now  a 
back  number  before  the  book  will  lie  open  that 
they  decline  to  buy  Standards. 

It  is  not  because  of  a  lack  of  knowledge  of 
facts  and  circumstances  known  only  to  the 
elect  that  the  general  public  still  stands  aloof 
from  the  American  Poultry  Association;  it  is 
because  of  what  it  knows  and  sees  of  it,  and 
to  a  very  considerable  extent  it  is  because  of 
such  absurdly  unwarranted  claims  of  things 
accomplished  by  this  association  and  such 
transparent  sophistries  as  are  interspersed 
through  Mr.  Orr's  circular  that  the  public 
lacks  confidence  in  those  in  control  of  the 
American  Poultrv  Association. 

Delayed  Replies. 

OUR  wish  to  give  readers  promptly  inter- 
esting matter  bearing  on  the  doings  of 
the  American  Poultry  Association  has 
crowded  out  more  other  matter  than  we  had 
anticipated  that  it  would.  Several  replies  to 
questions  which  we  bad  promised  by  letter  to 
give  in  this  issue,  but  none  we  think  of  such 
pressing  importance  that  the  parties  interested 
will  sufler  bv  the  delav  of  two  weeks. 


ANSWERS  TO  QUESTIONS. 

The  object  of  this  departmext  is  to  uelp  beadebs  of  the  paper  ix  emeugexi,  ies.  It  is  a 
short  order  bureau  of  ioformatiou. 

Correspondents  who  ask  fur  information  or  advice  in  matters  requiring  prompt  attention,  will  be 
answered  in  the  earliest  possible  issue  of  the  paper  made  up  after  their  inquiries  are  received.  If  inquirers 
will  keep  in  mind  that  THE  FORMS  FOR  ax  issue  bearixg  date  of  thf.  1st  day  of  a  jioxtu  close 

ON  the  20th  OF  THE  PRECEDrN"G  MOXTH,  and  THE  FORMS  FOR  AX  ISSUE  BEARIXG  DATE  OF  THE  loTH 
DAY  OF  A  MOXTH  CLOSE  OX  THE  OTH  DAV  OF  THAT  MONTH,  they  may  know  just  bow  soon  replies  to 
qnestions  can  reach  Ihem  through  the  paper.  Inquirers  are  requested  also  to  keep  in  mind  that  wbile  an 
important  feature  of  the  paper,  this  department  can  only  be  piven  its  due  proportion  of  attention,  and 
wben  inquiries  requiring  special  investigation  before  a  reply  can  be  made  are  received,  some  time  may 
elapse  before  the  matter  can  be  given  attention. 

IX  CASES  OF  SPECIAL  URGEXCV  THOSE  WHO  EXCLOSE  STAM^  FOR  REPLY  WILL  BE  AXSWEUED  AS 
PROMPTLY  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  MAIL. 

Correspondents  wUose  questions  do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  department   as  outlined  above 
will  be  referred  to  the  most  recent  available  iuformation  iu  line  with  their  inquiries. 
Be  scre  to  sigx  youb  letter.  Write  your  n  ame  and  full  address  very  plaixly. 


Does  Alfalfa  KUI  Little  Chicks?  (,F. 
S.  .J.)— '-Does  alfalfa  clover  kill  little  chicks  if 
allowed  free  range  on  it?  "—I  never  heard  of 
it  doing  so. 

Roup.  (G.  W.  H.) —"  What  is  the  cause 
and  What  can  be  done  for  hens  when  the  skin 
under  the  eye  swells  up  as  large  as  the  end  of 
my  finger,  and  fills  wiih  a  thick  whitish 
matter?"  —  See  article  on  "  Roup  and  Roupy 
Colds,"  in  the  issue  of  F.-P.,  Oct.  15,  1902. 

What  Grade  of  Eggs  ?  (O.  W.  M.)— 
"If  eggs  are  gathered  once  a  day  and  kept  in 
the  house,  as  farmers  usually  keep  them,  and 
then  placed  iu  cold  storage  at  least  once  a 
week,  what  grade  of  eggs  would  they  be 
classed  with,  if  shipped  to  Kew  York  com- 
mission men  during  the  winter?'" — They 
would  be  called  summer  packed  refrigerator 
eggs,  and  would  bring  the  lowest  price  for 
refrigerator  eggs.  About  Jan.  1,  last  year, 
this  was  18a20c.  Fresh  collections  at  the 
same  time — of  state  and  Pennsylvania  eggs  in 
New  York  market — were  quoted  24:e26c. 

Where  Was  the  Trouble?  (A.  L.)— "I 
set  102  Barred  Rock  eggs  in  a  Cyphers  incu- 
bator and  hatched  37  chicks.  The  venlilalors 
were  kept  wide  open.  The  hatch  came  off 
the  latter  part  of  June.  The  chicks  looked 
small  and  weak.  I  took  care  to  see  that  they 
were  not  chilled  or  overheated.  Fed  them  SO 
oz.  of  Cyphers  chick  food  the  first  week. 
Used  Peep-o'-Day  brooders.  They  com- 
menced to  die  on  the  fifth  day,  and  are  dying 
yet.  Only  three  of  the  17  left  (now  2-t  days 
old)  are  as  large  as  they  should  be.  Please 
give  a  guess  al  the  trouble."— Stock  weak  or 
out  of  condition  at  the  season  of  the  year  the 
eggs  were  laid,  is  one  probable  cause  of  a  poor 
batch  and  weak  chicks.  Faulty  operation  of 
the  Incubator  is  another. 

House  For  1,000  Chickens.  (E.  D.)  — 
"How  large  a  house  would  I  have  to  build  to 
shelter  1.000  chickens?  Also,  how  shall  I 
build  It?   We  have  30  and  35°  below  zero 


most  every  winter." — A  house  for  l.OOO  hens 
should  have  5,000  to  6,000  square  feet  of  floor 
space.  Don't  plan  a  house  until  you  know 
more  about  such  matters.  Yisit  poultrymen 
in  your  vicinity  (St.  Paul,  Minn.,)  and  see 
how  they  keep  fowls.  You  will  doubtless 
find  a  variety  of  styles  and  different  construc- 
tion of  houses,  some  very  tight  wiih  thick 
walls,  others  not  much  more  than  shells.  The 
simplest  and  cheapest  house  with  which  good 
results  are  obtained  is  the  limit  in  economy  of 
construction.  Iu  northern  Illinois  which  is 
quite  as  cold  as  you  have  it,  they  do  not  build 
houses  any  warmer  than  in  eastern  Massachu- 
setts where  zero  weather  is  very  cold,  and  15 
to  20°  below  about  the  limit,  yet  there  does 
not  appear  to  l)e  any  difference  in  results.  It 
is  largely  a  question  of  accustoming  the  fowls 
to  a  certain  range  of  temperature.  They  get 
used  to  a  house  of  lower  temperature  than 
that  they  have  been  accustomed  to  just  as  they 
get  used  to  a  lower  range  of  outdoor  temper- 
ature, and  it  does  not  appear  that  low  tem- 
perature as  we  have  it  in  the  northern  tier 
of  our  states  is  unfavorable  to  egg  production 
if  housing  and  care  are  reasonably  good. 

Is  It  Head  Lice?  (R.  G.  H.)— "I  have 
about  275  chickens  hatched  under  hens  and 
reared  in  brooders.  That  these  cliickens  have 
had  good  care  I  think  you  will  believe  when  I 
tell  you  that  only  two  that  were  hatched  have 
died,  and  those  immediately.  I  have  tried  to 
watch  for  lice  very  carefully,  and  have  had 
no  trouble  except  with  those  detestable  head 
lice.  The  chicks  are  kept  in  broods  of  about 
40  or  50,  and  for  the  first  few  weeks  were 
treated  with  Dalmatian  powder  about  every 
six  days,  but  I  have  let  up  somewhat  since 
then.  I\ovv  they  range  in  age  from  six  weeks 
10  three  mouths,  and  siill  the  head  lice  thrive 
on  part  of  them  at  least.  This  morning  I 
took  out  two  cockerels  that  will  dress  two 
pounds  each.  One  had  numerous  head  lice, 
the  other  none.  They  both  came  from  the 
same  brood  and  are  the  same  breed.   They  all 


PRAIRIE  STATE  Incubators 

1  >  I5i2<><  >i>i 

Hare  Won  More  Than  350  FIRST  PRIZES. 

Used  esclusivelv  on  rlie  largest  poultrv  and  duck  fariiis  in  the  w..rM;  also  «.n  the  Government  experimental 
farm  at  Wasliiugton,  1).  C.  Coudeused  catalogue  free.  I.:irs.-i- 153  i>:iL'e  catalogue,  "H.K.  "  it  vou  will  men- 
tion this  paper.  PKAIKlli  STATE  INCUBATOK  CO.,   Homer  City,  Pa. 


Prairie  State  Incubators  ! 

■O-RITE  TO 

JOS,  BREGK&S0NS,47  to  54  N.  Market  St,,  Boston,  Mass, 


Tliev  are  New  I-:i);;lau.l  selliii- 
and  liKOODEKS,  and  will  mail 


•i.  -bow  a  full  line  of  tiie  Prairie  Stale  INCUBATORS 
FREE  au"J  'iU"te  factory  prices. 


seem  to  be  weli,  but  the  youngest  do  not  seem 
to  be  growing  as  they  should.  This  condition 
does  not  result  from  filth,  as  I  clean  the  coops 
at  least  twice  a  week,  and  use  insect  powder 
and  dust  in  the  bottom  of  them.  The  heads 
of  those  affected  are  covered  with  'nits"  —  I 
suppose  it  is,  and  some  of  them  are  soraew  hat 
bald.  Is  there  no  way  to  treat  them  except 
individually?" — This  correspondent's  letter 
does  not  make  it  fully  clear  whether  she  finds 
head  lice  on  the  chickens  or  what  she  calls 
•'nils,"  The  so  called  nits  may  be  nits,  but  I 
think  it  more  likely  that  they  are  depluming 
scab  mites.  The  fact  that  the  heads  of  the 
aftected  chicks  are  bald,  or  partly  so,  suggests 
this.  I  would  try  carbolized  vaseline  for 
cases  like  this,  or  any  ointment  for  lice.  That 
would  kill  lice  as  well  as  mites.  For  head  lice 
Dalmaiian  when  fresh  is  absolutely  effective. 
I  have  used  it  for  thirteen  years  and  never 
knew  the  good  fresh  article  to  fail. 

Indigestion.  (H.  A.  B.) — "I  have  a 
■White  Wyandolle  cock  that  appears  to  have 
indigestion.  His  droppings  are  mixed  wiih 
the  whole  grain  and  grass  he  eats,  which  seem 
to  pass  undigested.  His  comb  will  turn  dark 
at  different  times  during  the  day,  and  again 
will  look  all  right.  He  eats  well.  I  am  feed- 
ing a  mash  of  two  parts  bran,  one  part  fine 
middlings,  and  one  part  corn  meal  in  the 
morning,  with  whole  wheat  at  night.  The 
fowls  are  let  out  on  grass  about  an  hour  every 
evening.  I  have  been  giving  the  bird  Cyphers 
remedy  No.  6,  for  indigestion  and  liver 
trouble." — This  is  probably  a  case  where  diet- 
ing and  nursing  are  more  essential  than 
medicine.  Having  used  a  remedy  without 
results  in  such  a  case,  I  would  discontinue  it, 
put  the  bird  by  himself  in  a  comfortable  coop, 
keep  him  without  food  for  about  a  day,  and 
then  give  a  little  at  a  time,  boiled  rice,  wheat 
bread  moistened  a  liule,  cooked  lean  meat,  a 
little  lettuce  or  tender  green  stuff,  and  if  the 
fowl  digested  these  things,  and  began  to  gain, 
would  increase  the  quantity  of  food  given, 
and  gradually  work  him  back  to  the  regular 
ration.  If  the  bird  is  worth  the  trouble,  it 
would  be  well  for  some  time  to  coop  him  over 
night,  and  in  the  morning  give  him  a  break- 
fast of  cooked  food,  mostly  table  scraps,  if 
they  are  available.  While  in  general  it  does 
not  appear  that  there  is  any  notable  advant- 
age in  cooking  food  for  fowls,  I  think  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  fowl  that  has  any  diges- 
tive disorder  can  be  built  up  better  on  cooked 
food. 

Leg  Weakness.  (R.  G.  H.)— "This  is  the 
fifth  year  I  have  been  keeping  chickens.  I 
began  on  a  small  scale,  and  increased  opera- 
tions gradually.  I  have  always  been  troubled 
somewhat  with  leg  weakness.  This  year  I 
have  only  one  case,  and  that  I  am  giving 
citrate  of  iron  and  ammonia  in  the  drinking 
water.  Is  that  any  good?  Can  you  tell  me 
the  cause  of  this  trouble,  how  to  prevent  and 
how  to  cure  it?  I  use  brooders  heated  at  the 
top,  remove  the  chicks  from  hard  board  floors 
as  soon  as  weather  permits,  and  feed  what 
seems  to  be  a  well  balanced  ration  —  mash 
twice  a  day,  two-thirds  meal,  one-third  shorts  ; 
Cyphers  chick  food,  wheat,  cracked  corn, 
some  skim  milk,  and  some  green  bone.'"  —  As 
only  one  chick  out  of  nearly  three  hundred 
has  had  leg  weakness  this  season,  it  does  not 
seem  necessary  to  look  for  a  cause  in  general 
conditions,  and  would  be  quite  useless  for  me 
to  speculate  about  the  cause  in  this  particular 
case.  The  general  statement  of  the  causes  of 
leg  weakness  is  thus  succinctly  given  by  Dr. 
Salmon  :— 

'•  This  trouble  is  probably  in  most  cases  of 
a  rheumatic  nature,  affecting  the  muscles, 
tendons,  and  joints.  Frequently  it  consists 


only  of  bruises  of  the  feet;  wbile  sometimes 
its  nature  is  obscure  and  difficult  to  under- 
stand."' 

If  the  joints  of  feet  seem  to  be  affected, 
local  treatment  should  be  given  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  trouble  discovered  on  exam- 
ination. In  obscure  cases  the  best  thing  to  do 
is  to  put  the  afl'ected  fowl  by  itself  where 
it  is  absolutely  certain  that  no  conditions 
unfavorable  to  rheumatic  birds  exist,  and 
give  cooling  food,  avoiding  meal,  corn,  and 
stimulants.  Dr.  Salmon  also  recommends  for 
grown  fowls  five  grains  bicarbonate  of  soda 
daily,  in  water.  If,  after  a  reasonable  time, 
three  or  four  days  to  a  week,  no  improve- 
ment is  noticed,  the  best  policy  Is  to  kill  the 
fowl.  Among  chicks — when  the  trouble  is 
not  general — I  advise  to  kill  the  chick  that  has 
a  bad  attack  of  leg  weakness,  and  to  mark  the 
one  that  has  had  a  slight  attack  and  recovered 
as  a  bird  not  to  be  bred  from  under  anv  cir- 
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POWDER. 
OINTMENT. 
SPECIAL. 
LIQUID. 


Effective. 

Easily  applied. 

Always  Death  to  Lice. 

Harmless  to  animals  and  human  life. 

The  most  successful  poultry  keepers  our 
best  patrons. 

"With  every  package  of  Death  to  Lice  you 
get  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer's  life  long 
experience  iu  lice  killing. 

These  remedies  will  kill  all  kinds  of  lice, 
on  all  kinds  of  animals,  and  in  all  kinds  of 
places.  If  you  do  not  know  which  one  you 
need,  write  and  we  will  tell  you. 

Death  to  Lice  Powder  is  the  universal 
remedy  for  lice  on  sitting  hens,  laying  or 
exhibition  stock.  Also  invaluable  for  lice  on 
horses,  hogs,  cattle  or  plants.  Packages  10, 
15,  and  10c.  by  mail  postpaid.  Larger  sizes 
50c.  and  81  by  express. 

Death  to  Lice  Ointment  will  destroy  head 
lice  on  small  chickens,  and  will  also  cure 
scaly  shanks.    10  and  25c.  postpaid. 

Death  to  Lice  Special  is  a  very  strong  light 
colored  powder  used  for  mixing  with  the  orig- 
inal powder  for  fleas  on  dogs  and  cats.  Also 
for  moths  under  carpets  and  in  furs.  Added 
to  whitewash  or  kerosene,  it  makes  them  bel- 
ter for  mile  cr  lice  killing  and  disinfecting 
purposes.    Packages  10, 15,  and  40c.  postpaid. 

Death  to  Lice  Liquid  is  already  prepared 
for  use  in  hen  houses,  for  mites  and  spider 
lice.  It  can  be  used  either  by  spraying, 
sprinkling  or  painting.  1  qt.  35c.;  2  qts., 
60c. :  4  qts.,  SI  by  express. 

Agents  and  dealers  sell  these  goods  in  most 
of  the  large  towns  and  cities.  To  these  we 
transfer  orders  when  we  can  save  our  cus- 
tomers either  time  or  money  by  so  doing. 
Xo  matter  where  you  are  located,  they  will 
sell  you  any  regular  size  at  catalogue  price. 

Pocket  Book  Pointers  is  an  annual  publica- 
tion, full  of  interest  to  poultry  fancier?.  TVe 
mail  these  free  for  the  asking.  1903  issue 
tells  "  How  Best  to  Do  Things."' 

D.  J.  LAMBERT, 

Box  800,        Apponaug,  R.  I. 
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eumslances.  Many  such  birds,  after  recovery, 
are  breJ  from,  and  so  ibe  teudeacY  to  leg 
weakness  perpetuated. 

One  of  the  "  obscure  "  causes  of  leg  weak- 
ness in  chicks  is  simple  inability  to  stand  the 
roughing  which  a  weaker  chick  sometimes 
gets,  or  the  worrying  and  annoying  of  a  pre- 
cocious cockerel.  Tbese  are  things  to  look 
out  for  and  correct  as  ihey  occur. 

I  don't  know  just  what  effect  the  treatment 
Mrs.  H.  has  used  would  have,  but  as  I  do  not 
find  it  recommended  by  any  of  my  authorities 
would  not  u^e  it  myself. 

Cabbage  or  Clover.  (C.  H.  D.  j— ■  Whicb 
is  better  for  chickens  in  the  winter,  cabbage 
or  clover?'' — If  1  could  have  one  and  only  one 
I'd  take  cabbage  every  time.  However,  both 
can  be  used  to  good  advantage,  the  clover  in 
the  niasb,  the  cabbajre  as  an  extra. 

How  Much  Scraps?  (^C.  H.  D.j— "How 
much  beef  scraps  would  be.  fed  to  fowls  in 
ibe  winter? — how  much  to  chickens?" — If 
they  get  no  other  meat  or  milk,  old  fowls  take 
about  ten  or  twelve  per  cent  of  the  mash  beef 
scrap.  Small  chicks  should  be  started  with 
less.  As  chicks  grow,  if  required  to  be 
forced,  they  may  be  fed  more,  up  to  1-5  to  20 
per  cent  if  they  can  stand  it,  but  for  steady 
diet  for  Slock  birds  I  prefer  to  keep  about  10 
per  cent.  lu  feeding  beef  scrap  more  than 
in  feeding  almost  anything  else  one  must  use 
judgment  and  not  depend  upon  measures  or 
proportions.  'When  good  coarse  scrap  can  be 
bad,  I  think  it  preferable  to  keep  scrap  before 
the  fowls,  but  there  is  so  much  fine  scrap 
used,  and  so  many  places  where  the  bos;  of 
scrap  attracts  too  many  kinds  of  marauders 
that  iu  a  large  number  of  cases  it  is  found 
better  to  mix  scrap  iu  the  mash.  The  per- 
centages I  have  given  are  approximate.  The 
feeder  must  learn  to  vary  tbem  according  to 
results'.  It  is  safest  to  err  iu  the  way  of  giv- 
ing less  than  the  hens  could  use  without 
injury,  rather  thau  more  than  is  good  for 
them. 

Keeping  Up  AVitli  the  "  Standard." 
(\V.  H.  D.)  —  ■■  Hjw  can  a  man  best  keep 
posted  ou  the  'Standard'  requirements  of  any 
one  variety  without  purchasing  every  new 
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'Standard?'  I  recently  saw  in  an  old  copy  of 
another  journal  the  full  description  of  Stand- 
ard requirements  of  '^'yandottes.  Have  you 
ever  given  any  such  descriptions  in  your 
paper?"  — As  things  are  now,  a  breeder  who 
has  not  kept  close  tabs  ou  the  subject  cannot 
be  sure  that  be  has  the  "Standard"  descrip- 
tion of  any  breed  or  variety  unless  he  is  sure 
he  has  the  latest  edition  of  the  Standard.  In 
most  varieties  no  changes  have  oeen  made 
since  the  general  revision  of  1S98.  Where 
changes  have  been  made  they  have  been 
>ligbt,  yet  sometimes  of  considerable  import- 
ance. A  breeder  who  purch-ased  the  lirst 
edition  of  the  Standard  of  1S98.  and  who 
secured  memoranda,  or  made  notes  of  changes 
since  that  lime,  if  any  have  been  made  in 
varieties  iu  which  he  is  interested,  would  be 
posted  ou  the  requirements  just  as  well  as  if 
he  had  a  copy  of  the  latest  edition  —  provided 
he  made  no  error.  But  the  possibility  of 
error  is  so  great  —  especially  considering  the 
looseness  of  method  of  the  A.  P.  A.  iu  doing 
business — that  as  the  latest  Standard  must  be 
the  final  resort  in  all  cases  of  dispute,  the 
breeder  who  has  anything  at  stake  ougbt  to 
have  a  late  copy.  Personally,  I  think  this 
everlasting  Standard  tinkering  is  more  than  a 
nuisance  —  is  au  iiupo?itiou  and  a  wrong,  but 
as  long  as  fanciers  collectively  suffer  it.  fan- 
ciers individually  must  put  up  with  the  incon- 
veniences au  ;  expenses  it  entails. 

Farm- Poultry  has  at  different  times  pub- 
lished descriptions  of  a  number  of  varieties  of 
poultry,  in  historical  aud  descriptive  articles. 
"Writers  of  such  articles,  in  their  own 
language,  told  what  a  Standard  fowl  should 
be.  I  presume  that  these  descriptions  fully 
describe  the  fowls,  though  I  have  never  made 
a  careful  comparison  of  any  of  them  with  the 
Standard  description  for  the  same  variety. 
Such  descriptions,  while  more  useful  iu  some 
ways  than  the  skeleton  statements  of  the 
"Standard,"  should  not  be  used  a-  substitutes 
for  them — at  least  not  by  sellers  or  exhibitors 
of  poultry,  for  a  writer  may  construe  or  slate 
a  point  a  little  differently  from  the  common 
uuderstandiug  of  the  statement  in  the  "Stand- 
ard,'" and  so  whoever  depends  ou  this  state- 
ment mav  be  led  astrav. 


MARKET  REVIEW 


BOSTON. 

{From  Bolton  PrtdtKe  Market  Report,  Aug.  6. 19033. 

Eggs. 

Keceipts.  Cases. 

P"or6days    16,410 

Same  week  la^t  year   '21,261 

Previous  6  days   24,8S8 

Since  April  1  ."  632,'2o5 

.t'ame  time  last  year  54S,32l 

Receipts  have  fallen  off  a  good  deal  this 
week,  and  the  market  has  been  gradually 
working  into  better  shape.  There  has  been 
some  improvement  in  quality  and  condition, 
and  a  slight  advance  in  prices  on  the  better 
grades.  Mich,  and  northern  Ohio  extras  have 
been  selling  generally  at  19c.  Mich.,  northern 
Ohio,  and  northwestern  choice  marks  are 
ruling  about  a  cent  higher,  and  are  in  steady 
demand.  Uncaudled  Ind.,  111.,  and  other 
western  have  been  selling  generally  at  16c., 
but  at  the  close  some  of  the  best  marks  are 
bringing  16jc.  Xo  change  in  dirties  or  checks. 
Boston  Fruit  and  Produce  Excbaufre  Official  Quola- 

Quotations  at  Mark. 

Xearby  fancy  2(>..'S27 

Eastern,  firsts  21.  .©22 

Vl.  and  X.  ^.,fi^^ts  21.. ©22 

East.  Vt.  and  X.  H.,  fair  to  good  .  .18.  .'5-20 

York  state  firsU  '20.  .®21 

Mich,  and  northern  Ohio,  extra  ..19..'a< 
Mich., north.  O.,  and  northwestern, 

choice  marks  174.  ^If' 

Ind.,  111.,  and  other  western  un- 

candled  IG.  .fl  ltii 

Western,  fair  lo  good  U..«il5 

AVeslern  diniei,,  cand led  1 2 . . 'ad24 

Western  dirlie^,  uncandled  0.  .-S 10 

Westero  checks  ^  doz  ft  8 

Dressed  Poultry. 

lieceipisG  days  l,3l!$  packages. 

Same  time  last  year  1,003  " 

Fowls  have  been  in  mo<!erale  supply  for  the 
past  week  and  in  steady  fair  demand,  with 
choice  lots  selling  generally  at  Ujc.  Receipts 
pi  bpriog  chickens  bave  been  steadilv  increas- 


fug,  and  there  has  been  a  marked  decline  in 
prices.  At  the  close,  best  western  broilers  ai  e 
offering  freely  at  15fil6c. 

Choice  eastern  fowls  have  been  in  light  sup- 
ply and  steady  at  1.5fil6e.    Roasting  chickens 
more  plenty  and  lower.    Best  nearby  broilers 
slow  at  leeiSc.    Ducks  steady  at  IGaiSc. 
Fresh  Killed  Xorthern  and  Eastern.  - 

Fowls,  choice   1.5. .-aK; 

Chickens,  choice  roasting  S  His.  lo 

pair,      lb  ■  2.5.  .fi 

ij  to  7  lbs.  to  pair  ^  lb  1^^.  .  S  Jn 

Broilers,  nearby,  3^  to  -1  lbs.  to 

pair,  »  lb  ,..16.  .®18 

Green  ducks,     lb  16..®18 

Pigeons,  choice  W  doz  $1,508 

Pigeons,  common  to  good  75'S§1.25 

Squabs,  choice  larire,  »  doz  $2.00®  2..50 

AVestern  Iced:  — 

Turkeys,  r  d.  Ib-.tL 

Fowls,  choice  ffli-i 

Fowls,  common  13.  M\i 

Broilers,  Ij  to  2  lbs  1o..®16 

Broilers,  light  weif;ht  ^  lli  U.  .'S1.5 

Old  cocks  Si-fi  lO 

Live  Poultry. 

Fowls  have  beeu  in  steady  demand  at  13Jc. 
for  choice  lots.  Receipts  of  spring  chickens 
have  been  liberal,  aud  prices  have  been  tend- 
ing lower.  At  the  close  it  takes  an  e.vtra  I'lt 
to  bring  more  than  fowls.  Spring  ducks  have 
ruled  steady  at  l-tc. 

Fowls  »  11   13..<ei3i 

Roosters  P  Mi  S.  .« 

Broilers,  2  lbs.  each.  »  Hi  l.Si-fiU 

Spring  ducks  I*  lb  14..  n 


PHILADELPHIA. 

fKrom  official  market  report  of  the  Philadttphio 
Produce  Erchangt,  Aupu^l  IJ**.?*]. 

Eggs. —  Receipts  of  tine  new  laid  eggs  have 
continued  light  au<i  the  market  has  advanceil 
Ic.  closing  firm,  with  a  good  demand.  Healed 
aud  interior  stocks,  which  comprise  a  consid- 
evable  proportion  of  the  supply,  have  lo  be 
sold  at  buyers'  prices, 


GROWING  FOR  THE  FALL  SHOWS 

.osSBSa,.     600  JAN.,  FEB.  and  MARCH 

^.-—^ — ^T""^^^    Never  Before  Have  ^"e  Had  Such  a 
m~M    1   y  _M^^  I'l-omising  Lot  of  Youngsters. 

OrK   SHOW   KECOKDS   SINCE   1893  PKOTE 
ODR   STOCK  IS  THE  Wrs:SING  KIND. 

DescriiniTe  Caialogue  Free.      A  few  Breeders  tur  sale. 

S.  C.  Wliite  Leghorns  White  Plymonth  Rocks 

Barred  PlymoTith  Rocks  White  Wyandottes 

Blaefe  Mmorcas  ILight  Brahmas 

Also  Angora  Goats  and  Rat  Dogs. 

ELrVI  POULTRY  YARDS,  Box  r  Hartford  Ct. 


I'euna.  aud  nearby,  returnaliie  ca-e>. 

loss  oft"  .J.  

Western,  free  cases,  loss  off   

Southwestern,  free  cases,  loss  off... .17  ®1S 
Southern,  free  cases,  loss  off  12.  .®16 

Dressed  Poultry.— Receipts  of  both  fowls 
and  chickens  have  increased  aud  prices'Siave 
ruled  a  shade  lower,  but  at  revised  quotatioi  - 
there  is  a  fair  outlet  for  desirable  stock  au  . 
the  market  closed  steady. 
Fresh  Killed:— 

Fowls,  choice  "WA 

Fowls,  fair  to  goo.i   13aU 

Old  roosters  "51" 

Broilers,  nearliy  lG..Si;i 

Broilers,  wesfu, fancy  largevellow  <S\i^ 

Broilers,  western,  fair  to  good  13.  .®10 

liive  Poultry.  —  Supplies  of  fowls  and 
chickens  have  been  more  lil)eraLaud  prices 
have  ruled  a  shade  lower,  under  an  indifferent 


Breeders  AND  Marketmek. 


OCK  KEQUESTS:  —  We  make  iico  requests  of  our 

Sut-sc-'i:  i''-.  One  is  tcheti  urriling  our  Advertis- 
ing :  -  '  always  mention  £AllM'J*0  CLTRT. 
Another  is  ;  j.  fl-'i' f^-^wi  gnesnons,  ahcays  inclose 
a  slarivf'.  Jj  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  ttill 
beneni  I'OU  amaziyigiy.  It  sfvoics  that  you  niean  business. 
Kemember,  -  JJoiasses  icill  eaten  more  Jiies  ihaji 
vinegar,"  and  those  icho  observe  it  are  served  fir  si. 


half  5Ti 


INC  I  i'.ATfUl  KGTt 


 siiowsiu  Ibe 

4iet  The  best  al 
. .   DauTers,  Mass. 

:  .  .  i:  l1;s:  heavy  lay- 
r:i^k.  Be\  erh',  Mass. 

new  liaielied  chick?. 
! .  Keds.  Strong  farm 
Beverly,  Mass. 

P.  D.  WUIte,  XoriL 


WHITE  WYA2sI>OTXES. 

AllleljOro.  M:i:^s. 

WHITE    WXAXDOTTES,     Bo?ion  winner 
ii-trnes  &  WatKibury,  B«»x  137,  ■VreuUam,Mass. 


tiuil   Uri'.'  C-UJ 

i  rouitry  FLiriLi.  B 


51.Wasliiu-i.. 


Buyers'  Directory 


CLASSIFIED  AJjVERTlSEMEyTS  oniy  tnU  te 
printed  under  this  /leaditig;  tio  advertisement  admiiied 
containvig  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  tcord  or  name  aUoired;  wo  limit  to  length  of 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
maUer  under  as  many  headings  as  he  Irishes;  all  space 
used  except  classified  headlines,  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  Zo  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  iinefor  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  trili  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinoi-y  tcords  trill  make  a  Ittie;  all  parts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  trill  be 
arranged  alphabedcally,  as  in  a  "business  directory." 

ANDALUSIANS. 


BREEDING  STOCK. 


F 


my  bretr<iiiig  liens  i-'f  J 

r  WvaiuiMUc?.  and  Ffkiu 


OK  S.-\LK 

Barred  Kocks.  Wliile 
ks.   Tln-v  lunst  be  f.ilit.  Wr 


JuffLtrfjbi'ru?. 

and  Ffkii 
lice  1  o 
Fairfield.  X. 


COCHINS. 


B 


CKF  (  OCHIN.> 


W .  .\  1 


.1.1  ; 


,  IN 


LEGHORNS. 


A\^U   Van  Dreiei--?  ~l. 
;t>  fr<K>d  as  Ihe  bust,  S2  each : 
C. 


I.eglnTn  cfKrkerels  frtini 
ck.'' irrand  laying  sti-aiu. 
order  intw. 
.\    Slevcns  &  Co.. 
Box  3.  Wilson.  N.  Y. 


WYCKOFF 
<'<'ml)  While  Ix'ghoms.   Breeding sl<i 


AND    BLANCH  AKD.  Single 
rk  fr<«ni 

•  imrlies  last  fall.  No  otlicr  f"wls  on  fatni:;W 
choice  c.>ckereU:  lar^-.  vigorous,  liigli  sc'tring :  gmnl 
enougli  to  liead  the  lu  st  i»en  Id  America.  SI  to  S3  as  to 
quality  and  number  wanted.  Pullets  fine  as  silk. 
Write" for  particulari.    C.  N.  Reynolds,  Canton,  Pa. 


sS.C. 


-Sleaelj.  Blalichal  d"6  5tr. 
Faiiii.  AdamsNille.  1!.  I. 


LICE  KILLER. 


PKKSTO,  — : 
llieiii  ;i"u\ 
liT  mail  1  o;ii'"i" 


1000 


ji'jui'i. —  kills  cliicKeii  Ik'eaiitl  keeps 
Death  U>  all  inseL•l^.     Sample  cau 
2"'  els.             I're^^io  Mfg.  C«.. 
 Ossiniiii:.  N.  Y'. 

fVllNORCAS. 


HIGH  c        ?.C1>.  Mluurcas.  bred  14  year^.lu 
iililiTv      1  tSLliibiliou  ;  siamp  fiir  catal.igue. 
"     '       .  E.  Mouroe.  IJox  A,  Drvden,  N  .  Y'. 


ORPINGTONS. 


THE  ORPINGTON. 
varieTie;  iv-Hi\  pens  c 
ju-      W  illKiiu  <  o  -k.  \V. 


^•is.W^cis.  year.  Etigsall 
itaining^  wiuners  belou^- 
.  "Wijleit.  E.  Urau^e.  N.  J. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


>LV.  Eoijks.  Barr.-.i 


Liii.i  BnlT.  \\  .  Wvau.   Etr^s.  15 
Touliry  F:irhj.  Mystic,  Cl. 


BREEL>EKS  for  sale.  S2  eacii.  Try 
j^yjyj  Smiili"s  Ucirre^i  Plymoutli  Itocks  wiih  au 
avt-raj-c-  recor<i  uf  2*^6  t-K^^s  per  year.  Letter  received: 
*•  Wesifiel'i.  N.  f.  Dear  sirs:  — Pullets  imrcliased 
f :  'tiji  v"U  last  fall  were  satisfactory  in  tverv  particu- 
;ihd  for  ulilitv  ^lurposes  cannot  be' excelled. 
R'j;i  .t-i;lf  nllv.  Jas.Gibliu."  We  have  fine  loi  uf  yuuiig 
si'  Ck:  or'iers  booked  for  :Sepiember  oeliverv. 
\V.  C.  Smith  .fc  Soil,  Uiilitv  P«.uUrvFarm. 

Box  56S.  Haverhill.  Mass. 


J^OK  ^iAEE 


tifleeii  Bar 
kerei  S2.  Exc 
?1  ver  !>:. 


-ed  Rock  liens  at  $1  each; 
•lleut  layers  of  brown 
H,  A.  Conaot. 
V-<Y\  Chester,  N.  V. 


Buff  P.  K(:^ck:^.  4  hens  and  cc 
r.  l>.  SL-hofi-l'l.  Woodstock.  N. 


H. 


 POULTRY  FARMS.  

FOK  KENT,  roultrj  .hick  farm.  20  acres,  li 
h'lurs  by  rail  from  Philadelithia,  near  North 
East.  Md..  1| miles  from  staii-.ij.  (_">  phers  incubators 
and  "ther  appliances;  broader  houses  (hot  water  sys- 
Ithj  ':  open  si-ratchin^  shed  houses.  0(1'  capacftv. 
Land  ■•leared.  souliieru  exposure;  apple,  peach,  pear 
aiiJ  .;)ierry  trees.  Go.-d  frame  dwelling,  ei^htroonis; 
kitclien  I'aug^e ;  hot  and  Culd  water  connections,  nice 
lawu:  pure  spriDi:  water.  Kent  S2-y"  per  annum. 
Wiiiiier  J.  Fall-.  Aj^ent.    North  East.  Maryland. 

FOK  SALE.  One  <.f  tlie  itest  equipped  poultry 
plant;  ill  the  c'linirv.  (.twiit-r  has  spent  over 
SlO.dCfO  for  buildjuifs  and  nni>]  nveiiien; s.  Entraged  iu 
iiliier  business,  and  li'-!  livin.y^  .ai  llie  place,  he  cannot 
aliend  to  the  business  himself.  Present  st"Ck :  about 
HON  tiioron^iibred  hens  and  p  illets;  1.5(0  in  brooder 
houses.  2(»Ci  Pekin  duck  breeders.  l.KiO  young  ducks. 
A  i.'^ood  and  well  paying  family  trade  :d'ready  eslaii- 
lislied.  Enough  of  sales  every  week  now  f  i  supporl 
ihe  iilace  and  leave  a  pr-'tit.  Can  be  iucreas»-d 
immensely  by  active  man.  P^ace  cousi-is  of  II  acres 
close  to  mannfacuirinif  city  of  70.W"'.  Sireet  car  ser- 
vice, .^as.  etc.  ?-2,(Mj  cash  re<juired.  Ur  wauled.  Hnot 
sold,  o\'i'ner  will  consider  applicalions  from  manairer 
who  is  not  conrie'-ied  and  interested  elsewhere,  and 
who  nndersTawi;  -  are  and  feeding  of  both  ducks  and 
chickens,  incniiaii'-n.  jdckiuir.  ca])oni2ing.  eK-.  One 
who  is  .  .r  lias  bren  w^rkin^ir  on  large  duck  and  poullrv 
plant  prL-iorre'i.         nry  and  siiart s.  Address 

■■  G  "  'i  <  »iipor!nid!y,"  care  Farm-Poultry. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


J.  1 

Ihe 
for  salt.  : 
free  Willi  I 


R. 


;El>s 


li.  and  ^.  <;  ■■uiit.  W  illi  b""2  prizes  at 
leaoing  siiows  ihis  seas-.n.  Stock  and  eggs 
'lan-iard  aud  jirinied  descripri->ii  of  Reiis 
rder.  W.  S.  Harris. 

F.Uii  Pioilliy  Farm.  MaDsfleld.  Mass. 


TURKEYS. 


UKKEY  CULTI  RE, 

njost  sue 

ETer>"  turkey  Ijieeder  sliould  bave 


TURKEY  CULTTRE,  just  out. giving  tlje  expe- 
rieii.jes  of  ilie  njost  sncfessfnl  turkey  raisers  in 


tlie  United  Slate; 
one.  Price  IXie. 

Excels! 


.1  Wire  &  Poultry  Siippiv  Co., 
-IN  v.-sey  St..  Xew  York  'citT.  N. 


WANTED. 


C COMPETENT  MAXAGEK,  cxperieni  ci  in  all 
lirauclies  iionltry.  wants  lo  make  chancre.  Cor- 


recponde 


iuvited  from  owners  desiring  practical 
Vilaut  preferred.      Address  Editor  F.-P. 


.■VKTED,  u-  ^ell,  lease,  or  will  take  working 
pirnier  v  illi  some  capital.   A  «(l  acre  poul- 
ud  friiii  farm  cajiaMe  of  keeping  liOO  hens: 
mmodalion  f«.r  4(1'  now. 

 P.  n.  Kamsey.Box  2^S.  Ramsey.  N.  .1. 

A>iTED,  i>artner  in  the  jujiillrv  Itnsiness. 
  Address.  Partner,  ("hitrcldand.  Va. 


ANTED,  a 

there  is  a  cb 
I'j  v^  ars  experienr 
baudv  wiih  tO'..:s. 
W  .  D.  Hopper.  H' 


pf^'Siiion  on  ]>on!iry  farjn  where 
iuee  for  advancement:  have  had 
.•  an  furnish  excellent  references, 
-ic-.  further  particulars,  address. 
\  72,  East  Williston.  E.  I..  N.Y. 


WANTED,  ai  .  t 
poultry  piani. 


good  cnaracter 
"A 


a  steady  position  on  a  goo^l 
an  ambitious  young  man  of 
laviug  some  experience. 
nlTryiiian."  care  of  Farm-Poultrv. 


WANTED. 
L.->:bui  e. 


:  Miire  4<*fi  K.  C.  TV'hite  or  Hrown 
— fertility  desired— for  incubator. 
Habershanj.  <  "hilmark.  Mass. 


S 


ITUATIOX  l.v 


ling  man  with  some  experience 


■  A  farming. 


INTKLLIGEXT  l.ov,  good  habits,  on  growing 
pi.ullry  plant  p.  learn  Ijusiress.    Willintr to  work. 


11.  Topsflfld.  Mass 


WYANDOTTES. 


I>UFF  \rrA\DOTTES.      All  mv  l«-eedi)ip 
»   st''Ci;  f-.r  sa A  fe"- yearling  cocks  at  a  l>ar- 
and  other  atLraciive  "Iferings  in  fowls  and  earlv 

 1-  E.Tnies.lell.  Townshend.  Vt. ' 

1  fid  H ITF.  Wvandofte  Yearling  Ileus  $1  eacli : 
-■-^^v/  piilleis  S1.50  each  :  cockerels  $2  each :  are  s 
strain  of  graad  layers,  large  size,  and  hlockrin  sliaiic; 
ordet  now.  C.      Steven?  4  r.... 


Karm= Potultr  V 


34S 


demand  and  increased  pressure  to  sell.  Ducks 
are  in  moderate  su|iplj-  and  sell  fairly  at  for- 
mer rates. 

Fowls,  heD^  14.  .ai44 

Old  roosters   aiO 

Spring  chickens  14.  .®15 

Ducks,  old  11  ..  -512 

Ducks,  spring..  12.  .'al2A 


NEW  YORK. 

fFrom  -V.  r.  Produce  Reviev^  .\ugiist  .5, 190-3j, 

The  Egg  Market. 

Marked  Improvement  in  Situation— Receipts 
Fall  Below  Consumptive  Xeetis— Draw- 
ing on  Stor-ige  Reserves. 

Comparatice  liectipts  at  Xetc  York. 

Wednesday,  .July  29  ,  9,287 

Thursday,       "    30  8,53.5 

Friday,  ••    yi  5,289 

Saturday,       Aug.  1  4,t<tj8 

Monday,  '•     o-....-  7,158 

Tuesday,  "     4,,...,  12,498 

Total  six  days  ending  Aug.  4.....  ......47,033 

Total  previous  six  days  4t),.S42 

Receipts  same  week  last  ye.ir  50.098 

Receipts  since  March  l^t  1,938,212 

Receipts  same  time  la>t  year  I,7;>8,704 

Receipts  since  January  1st   2,287,602 

Receipts  same  lime  last  year  1.9ti5,0!i2 

Exports  for  week  o,s5 

Exports  since  March  l.»t  o,,0b"5 

Exports  same  time  last  year  6,405 


AVe  have  had  a  very  marked  and  gratifying 
im|)rovement  in  the  egg  situation  during  the 
past  ten  days.  Iteceipts  have  fallen  oft"  consid- 
erably, and  as  old  arcumulatious  had  been 
pretty  well  worked  oil'  at  the  time  of  our  last 
review  the  deticiency  has  been  supplied  from 
storage  accumulations,  which  have  been 
reduced  to  the  extent  of,  probably,  about 
12,000  cases. 

The  quality  of  our  receipts  has  continued 
extremely  irregular,  and  prices  have  matle  a 
wide  range  accordingly,  but  the  improved 
condition  of  the  market  has  made  buyers  a 
little  less  critical,  and  sales  have  averaged 
higher.  The  improvement  in  prices  has  been 
noticeable  in  all  grades  to  some  extent,  but 
more  in  the  medium  and  lower  qualities  than 
in  the  fanciest  goods,  because  the  latter  had 
previously  reached  a  point  where  line  refrig- 
erators could  commonly  be  used  in  their 
place,  and  the  supply  of  refrigerators  is,  of 
course,  practically  unlimited. 

Most  dealers  using  refrigerator  eggs  have 
had  stock  of  their  own  which  they  have  been 
drawing  upon,  but  a  few  sales  have  been  made 
on  the  open  market;  these  have  been  chiefly  at 
17€lS4c.  for  May  eggs,  and  19c.  for  Aprils, 
with  occasional  favorite  marks  of  the  latter 
taken  at  19ic.  But  the  buying  of  these  goods 
on  the  open  market  is  not  yet  sufficiently  gen- 
eral to  make  any  certain  outlet. 

While  most  dealers  are  able  to  use  line 
refrigerators  satisfactorily  in  channels  of 
prompt  consumption,  there  is  a  class  of  trade 
in  which  fresh  goods  are  still  a  necessity,  and 
the  demand  for  high  grade  fresh  has  con- 
tinued good — slightly  in  excess  of  the  supply. 
Fine  marks  of  country  candled  and  graded 
from  northerly  western  points  have  sold 
promptly  atl7AQlSc.,  the  outside  figure  Ijecom- 
ing  more  general,  while  for  exceptionally 
fancy  lots  IS.i'alOc.  has  been  reached,  and,  in 
rare  instances,  even  a  shade  more. 

Sice  marks  of  northwestern  ungraded  have 
sold  promptly  at  16®17.ic.,  with  rare  sales  up 
to  17c.,  and  a  few  of  the  candled  and  graded 
lots  from  central  and  southerly  western  points 
have  been  placed  at  the  same  range  of  prices. 
But  for  the  ungraded  eggs  from  southerly 
western  points  a  range  of  15S16c.  has  covered 
most  sales.  This  is  considerably  more  than  the 
same  class  of  eggs  was  previously  worth,  and 
the  enhanced  prices  are  due  to  an  fmprovement 
1!)  the  market  conditions  rather  than  to  an 
improvement  in  quality,  though  in  some 
instances  the  goods  are  running  a  little  belter. 

There  are  still  some  badly  heated  southwest- 
ern that  have  to  go  down  to  14®15c.,  and  we 
hear  of  occasional  lots  so  poor  that  still  lower 
prices  have  to  be  accepted  ;  but  there  is  now- 
very  little  fresh  gathered  stock  selling  below 
14®15c.,and  some  of  the  earlier  purchases  of 
■jtieaper  hot  weather  eggs  have  been  with- 
drawn from  storage  and  sold. 

Good  northern  candled  dirties  are  now 
promptly  salable  at  12i«13c.,  but  a  go&d  niaii^ 


of  the  dirty  eggs  arriving  lack  quality  to 
exceed  10«12c.  Fresh  checks  of  good  quality 
are  salable  at  8®10c.  Some  lots  of  very  poor 
checks  and  culls  go  lower. 

Dressed  Poultry. 

Receipts  for  the  week  ending  today  (Tues- 
day), 4,.507  pkgs.  Supplies  have  been  consid- 
erably larger  owing  to  the  recent  high  prices 
prevailing,  which  have  attracted  increaseil 
shipments,  and  with  trade  moderate  market 
fell  Jc.  on  fowls  and  Ic.  on  chickens  first  of  the 
week,  and  while  arrivals  have  not  been  very 
heavy  invoices  indicate  liberal  supplies  for 
tomorrow  and  later  in  the  week,  and  the  situ- 
ation lacks  strength.  The  present  Ipw  figures 
current  have  attracted  some  speculative 
demand,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  chick- 
ens, mostly  dry  picked,  have  been  picked  up 
by  local  speculators  to  freeze  at  15c.,  rarely 
IS^c.  for  fancy  marks.  For  scalded  chickens 
14  cents  is  full  high  for  average  best,  and  prices 
range  down  to  U^'aVlc.  for  small  unattractive 
southern  and  southwestern.  Old  roosters  have 
eased  olT  to  9c.  Fowls  continued  at  14c.  after 
our  last  report  until  first  of  this  week,  when 
134c.  became  top,  and  anything  unattractive 
had  to  be  shaded  to  13c.  iCearby  spring  chick- 
ens have  not  shown  much  change  in  price,  but 
feeling  weaker  in  sympathy  with  the  general 
market ;  we  quote  Philadelphia,  4  lbs.  and  over 
to  pair,  20c.:  do.  mixed  sizes,  17S18c. ;  state 
and  Pennsylvania,  4  lbs.  and  over  to  pair,  17 
■SlSc. :  do.  mixed  sizes,  1.5ftl6c. ;  do.  small  13 
*i  I4c.  Long  Island  and  eastern  spring  ducks 
have  been  in  light  supply  and  steady  at  174c., 
with  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  16d 
17c.:  western  small  and  thin  and  dragging  at 
irregular  prices,  sales  ranging  from  10'nl24c. 
Eastern  spring  geese  dull  at  ISc.  Fresh  killed 
turkeys  in  moderate  supply  and  working  out 
slowly  at  13'al5c.  Squabs  steady  at  S2.50'ffi 
S2.75  per  dozen  for  prime  large  white,  S-.25 
for  mixed  and  -31.50  for  dark. 

Live  Poultry. 

Receipts  for  the  week  ending  today  (Tues- 
day) foot  up  22  carloads  of  western,  1  car  of 
southwestern,  9.^  cars  of  southern  by  freight 
and  3  cars  of  express  stock.  The  market  held 
steady  at  15c.  for  fow  Is  and  nearby  and  west- 
ern chickens,  and  14c.  for  southern  chickens 
until  first  of  this  week,  when  invoices  indicated 
heavier  supplies,  and  prices  weakened  to  14c. 
for  fowls  and  chickens,  with  southern  chickens 
falling  to  134c.  Old  roosters  have  held  at  9c., 
and  turkeys  11c.  Ducks  and  geese  in  moderate 
supply  and  steady  at  60®S0c.  per  pair  for  west- 
ern ducks,  40fi70c,  for  southern  and  south- 
western, S1.12'&S1.25  for  western  geese,  and 
90c. SSI  for  southern  and  southwestern. 
Pigeons  steady  at  20®25c.  per  pair. 


NEWS  NOTES. 

The  first  annual  exhibition  of  the  Lancaster 
County  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Association  will 
be  held  in  Rudy's  Hall,  Lititz.  Pa.,  Dec.  29— 
Jan.  2.  Entries  close  Dec.  22.  J.  W.  Binck- 
hart,  sec"y. 


The  Columbia  County  Agricultural  Society 
holds  its  sixty-tliird  annual  fair  at  Chatham, 
X.  Y.,  Sept.  1—4.  Last  year  over  2,000  birds 
were  on  exhibition  from  five  different  states. 
Catalogues  mailed  on  receipt  of  postal.  A. 
A.  Whyland,  superintendent  of  poultry;  Y. 
A.  Dardess,  sec'y. 


The  Merideu  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet  Slock 
Association  are  making  great  preparations  for 
holding  another  successful  exhibition  next 
winter,  and  the  outlook  at  this  date  is  that  it 
will  eclijise  all  previous  pxhibitions, 

A  Bad  nixture. 

AVe  have  always  earnestly  contended  that 
crossing  two  good  pure  breeds  simply  pro- 
duced one  bad  mongrel.  Of  course,  the  most 
popular  of  modern  breeds  were  originated  in 
that  way;  we  simply  speak  now  of  the  too 
common  practice  of  breeding  say  a  nice  Leg- 
horn to  a  nice  Plymouth  Rock  with  the  w  ild 
idea  that  great  improvement  in  the  progeny 
will  result  from  the  cross.  It  does  nothing  of 
the  sort. 

The  way  to  improve  the  pure  breed  is  by 
selection  of  its  own  best;  leave  crossing  to  the 
utility  crank,  who,  as  a  rule,  finally  gets  so 
mixed  up  in  his  cross  bred  matings  that  he 
looks  crosseyed  at  the  whole  poultry  business 
and  (juits  it  in  disgust.— /"anctera'  Monthly, 


Not  Only  in  England. 

In  recent  numbers  of  Far.m-Pol'LTRY  the 
references  to  the  200-egg  hen  have  been  of 
interest  as  pointing  out  the  exaggerated  idea 
of  the  English  poultry  world  regarding  the 
prolificacy  of  the  American  hen.  Surely  "dis- 
tance lends  enchantment  to  the  vision."'  How- 
ever, it  is  not  necessary  to  look  abroad  entirely 
for  these  highly  colored  view  s  of  poultry  pos- 
sibilities. 

The  average  American  magazine  article  on 
poultry  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  in  this 
direction.  For  example,  an  article  on 
'•  Country  Life  in  America,"  for  June,  the 
author  of  which  is  described  elsewhere  in  the 
magazine  as  an  ■'  eminent  authority,"'  says, 
referring  to  the  American  class  of  fowl, 
••Some  have  a  record  of  more  than  three  hun- 
dred (300)  eggs  in  a  year,"  leaving  the  reader 
to  infer  that  a  slight  discount  from  this  figure 
would  give  a  basis  for  estimating  possible 
profits. 

When  asking  the  question,  ••  why  the  fail- 
ures in  the  poultry  business,"'  put  down  as 
our  answer  the  average  magazine  article. 

J.  C.  Pattisox. 

Kennebunk,  Me. 


The  Improved  Champion  Leg  Band 


What   Has   Become  of  Them  ? 


An  old  subscriber  is  prompted  by  our  ref- 
erence to  the  change  in  the  Mary  L.  plant  to 
ask  what  has  become  of  others,  Mr,  X,,  Mr, 
L.,  Mr.  G.,  Mr.  S.,  etc.  We  <lon't  think  it 
necessary  to  give  the  names.  He  will  recog- 
nize each  by  the  initial.  He  says,  what  has 
become  of  them?  They  don't  advertise,  so  I 
conclude  that  they  have  given  up  the  poultry 
business. 

Mr.  N.  is  still  in  the  business,  but  his  busi- 
ness seemed  to  develop  easily  into  a  local 
business.  He  advertises  a  little  occasionally, 
but  most  of  his  sales  are  to  customers  who 
come  to  the  plant. 

Mr.  L.  is  still  in  the  business.  He  does  not 
advertise  in  this  paper,  1  presume,  because 
some  years  ago  he  and  the  business  manager 
disagreed  as  to  how  large  an  account  for 
advertising  he  should  be  allowed  to  run  at  a 
time  when  his  ability  to  pay  seemed  problem- 
atical. 

I  i^iinnot  say  what  is  Mr.  G.'s  present  status 
in  regard  to  the  business.  The  last  I  heard  he 
was  doing  very  little.  He  was  not  a  poultry- 
man,  had  it  all  to  learn,  and  I  have  been  told 
concluded  soon  after  buying  an  "  established 
business"  that  he  had  made  a  mistake. 

Mr.  S.  went  out  of  the  business  a  couple  of 
years  ago.  Business  engagements  made  it 
impossible  for  him  to  continue.  He  claims 
that  his  poultry  business  always  paid.  How- 
ever that  may  be  it  would  not  have  been  pos- 
sible for  him  to  continue  it.  He  advertised  a 
closing;  out  sale  at  the  time. 


Mason  City,  la..  Show. 

The  eighth  annual  election  of  the  Upper 
Iowa  Poultry  Association  was  held  at  Mason 
City,  .Jan.  2,  1903,  and  the  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  President, 
Ade  Randall,  Mason  City;  vice-president,  S. 
V.  .Johns,  Mason  City;  superintendent  and 
treasurer,  James  Penny,  Swaledale:  directors, 
C.  A.  Dyer,  Mrs,  Sarah  Bryson,  .J.  D.  Reeler, 
Mason  City.  The  association  will  hold  its 
eighth  annual  show  at  Mason  City,  December 
14  to  IS  inclusive.  This  association  has  held 
seven  successful  shows,  paying  all  premiums 
in  full.  They  again  invite  all  lovers  of  good 
poultry  to  bring  their  birds  and  help  make  the 
eighth  show  another  success;  second  to  none 
in  the  state.  We  have  secured  as  iudge  Mr. 
A.  B.  Shaner,  of  Lenark,  III.,  whose  name  is 
a  guarantee  of  good  honest  work. 

James  S.  Dl'xx,  sec'y. 
S.  V.  .TOHXS,  cor.  sec'v. 


ARROW  BRAND 

Ready^Roofing 


ASPHALT  READY  ROOFING  CO.  Send  for  free 
80  Pine   Street,  New  York.  samples. 


Aluminum  or  copper;  two  sizes  adjust- 
able to  at  anv  fowl:  held 
bv  double  luck,  tbev  cant^ 
losenff.  Postpai.na— 1.5c.;r 
25— 30c.:  5"— M'c.:100— SOc.;g 
initials  extra.  ICic.  per  100.*^ 

THE  SUPERIOR  is 
securely  locked,  can't  lose 
off:  six  sizes.  Slate  breed  and  sex. 
Postpaid  T2— 20e.:  2-5— 35c. :  SO— S-Sc. :  100 
— $1:  sample  for  stamp.  Circular  free. 

T.  CADWALI..4DEK,  Box  7a5.  Salem,  Ohio. 


FOUNTAIN  PEN 

ONE  DOLLAR 


I 


These  pens  are  of  the  simplest  construc- 
tion, cannot  gel  out  of  order,  over-flow  or 
fail  to  write,  as  the  feed  in  this  pen  is  some- 
thing new,  having  a  deep  ink-channel 
thereby  keeping  the  ink  directly  in  con- 
tact with  the  point  of  the  pen.  Always 
wet  and  ready  to  write.  The  holder  is  & 
inches  long  and  |  inches  in  circumference 
and  has  a  14  Kt.  GOLD  PEX.  Every 

pen  is  warranted,  and  if  not 
satisfactory  can  be  returned. 

One  Dollar  by  mail. 

Ixhe  Sutton  Mfg.  Co., 

Thompson  Block, 

West  Haven  Station, 

New  Haven,  Conn, 


ERFECT 
OULTRY 
ICTURES 

By  SEWEtt. 

These  pictures  are  Artists'  Proofs,  sizeii}xl2J. 

and  printed  ou  a  splendid  qualitv  of  heavy  coated 
papei-.  (.  ompeteut  authorities  pronounce  them  to  be 
the  most  perfect  collection  of  poultry  pic- 
tures vet  produced.  Uur  readers  can  secure  Ihe 
whole  series  at  very  little  expeuse.  as  follows:  Price 
for  each  breed,  packed  in  a  stiong  mailiuj^  ml*, 
and  postpaid  to  anv  address.  15  ceists:  or  any  three, 
if  ordered  at  one  time,  cents.  OK  WII.I.  StNI> 
theWHOT.E  SERIE.S.14  in  all.for  only  S1.25. 

To  any  Old  Siibscriljer  who  renews  and  sends  us 
one  uew  subscrijuioD  to  FARM-l*orLTKY  with  cash 
$2  for  both,  we  will  send  three  of  the  pictures  post- 
paid free  of  charge,  for  their  trouble. 

They  are  pictured  in  pairs,  and  the  Breeds  are  as 
follows: 

Bar'd  Plym  Books.  Wliite  AVyandottes, 
Partridgre  Cochins.  S,  C.  Br.  I^eghomi. 
Lt,  Hralimas.  '\Th,  F.  Blk,  Spanish. 

White  Plyni.  Kockg,    Silver  Wyandottes. 
Pekin  Ducks.  Black  nrinorcas. 

Bufif  Cochins.  S.  C.  Wh.  LeghomB. 

Bronze  Turkeys.  Buff  Plym,  Rocks, 

Send  al  I  orders  wiili  cash  or  stamps  to 
FARM-POri.TRV  PrBLISHING  CO., 
233  Summer  Street,  -       Boston,  ::>IaBS. 


Ask  any  number  of  newspaper 
publishers  or  busiuess  nit^n,  who  is 
the  btrst  known  and  most  success- 
ful ad vertisiug: specialist, and  seven 
out  of  teu  of  Ihem  will  sav  "Charles 
Austin  Bales."  For  iialf  a  dozen 
years  .Mr.  Bates  has  received  for 
planninij.  writine.  and  illustrating 
adverlisintr*  more  money  tnan  any 
other  half  dozeu  men  in  that  busi- 
ness. 

We  have  secured  Mr,  Bates'  ser- 
vices as  prtrceplor  in  our  CV-urse 
in  Advenisiuu'.  We  purpose  to 
teach  the  methods  lluit  have 
proved  m  .)S  t  successful.  We  tbink 
that  every  yi»u:i.iC  man,  or  woman, 
who  is  g  'iug^  to  spend  lime  and 
moQev  to  leara  this  verj*  desirable 
and  pruJitable  profession,  should 
receive  instruction  fi*om  a  man 
who,  bv  bis  own  success. hasestab- 
lished  his  right  to  instruct  others, 
Thecostof  our  courseismoderate, 
and  under  cert;iin  conditions  we 
guamiitee  that  our  puuils 
will  eiira  enough,  money  to 
pay  the  tuition  before  the 
terra  is  completed. 

This  rather  sTurtlin?  innovation 
is  fullv  set  for  til  in  our  prospectus 
which' will  be  Sf-nt  on  receipt  of 
three2--enl  stamps. 
A30:iiICAX    SCHOOL  OF 

^  APPLIED  AKTS, 
122Xas5au  St.,  ■  -  New  YorlSg 
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RXl- POULTRY 


A-tigust  15 


The  Harmony  Fissure  from  Another 
Point  of  View. 


^^S—^Iy   OUR  last  issue  we  re- 
ifi^k  Pt^'nteil  a  sliort  editorial 

fl^L^^  •      from  llie  American  Fan- 
^^^jm  I      cier,  anJ  made  some  com- 
^d^B  K      meuta  on  the  matters  treat- 
Y  ed  upou  in  the  same.  In 

the  August  issue  of  the 
BeliaUe  Poultry  Journal,  editor  Curtis 
thus  replies  to  editor  Drevenstedt's  strictures 
upon  his  publication  of  the  changes  recom- 
mended : — 


••  Both  unwarranted  and  unprincipled"  is 
pretty  severe,  isn't  it? 

Honestly,  we  hope  ifs  not  so. 

If  we're  as  bad  as  all  that,  the  wonder  is 
that  we  sleep  so  well  nights.  Been  a  sound 
sleeper  for  years.  Maybe  it's  another  case  like 
that  of  the  man  who  said,  "Bet  your  life,  my 
conscience  is  all  right!  Doesn't  bother  me  a 
bit.   Got  a  brand  new  one — never  been  used."' 

Fact  is,  we  aimed  to  be  :i  little  extra  kind 
to  our  esteemed  brethren  of  the  quill  who 
were  at  the  Buflalo  meeting  of  the  revision 
committee,  and  to  many  of  those  who  were 
not.  The  shorthand  and  typewriting  were 
done  by  stenographers  in  the  employ  of  the 
writer,  at  no  cost  to  the  American  Poultry 
Association.  This  fact  gave  us  an  advantage, 
but  at  the  same  time  put  us  ''on  honor"  not 
to  use  it;  so  we  went  to  considerable  expense 
of  time  and  money  to  furnish,  voluntarily,  a 
quite  lengthy  report  of  the  more  important 
acts  of  the  committee,  which  report  we  mailed 
in  typewritten  form  to  the  twenty-sis  poultry 
papers  of  largest  circulation,  doing  this  at  as 
early  a  date  as  possible,  so  that  all  these 
papers  could  publish  it  simultaneously  in  their 
June  1st  issues.  In  the  case  of  Fakm-PoCL- 
TRY  we  telegraphed  that  the  report  would  be 
mailed  by  such  a  date,  if  wanted.  They  wired 
bat-k,  saying,  "Send  quick,"  or  words  to  that 
effect,  adding  their  thanks,  and  theirs  was  the 
first  copy  posted.  That  same  evening  we 
mailed  copies  to  sis  or  eight  of  the  other 
papers  that  are  first  to  go  to  press  each  month, 
including  E.  P.  J.,  and  the  nest  day  we  sent 
out  about  twenty  more,  completing  the  list 
in  our  possession.  The  American  Fancier 
received  its  copy  along  with  the  rest.  This 
seport  contained,  word  for  word,  the  proposed 
sections  of  the  new  Standard,  bearing  head- 
ings as  follows :  General  Disqualifications, 
Cutting  for  Defects,  Kules  for  Score  Card 
Judging,  and  Eules  to  Govern  Comparison 
Judging.  In  passing,  permit  us  to  emphasize 
the  fact  that  although  the  report  containing 
the  foregoing  sections,  word  for  word,  was 
printed  in  the  .June  1st,  June  15th  and  July 
1st  issues  of  a  dozen  or  more  poultry  papers, 
we  have  yet  to  receive  or  see  in  print  the  first 
word  of  protest  from  a  member  of  the  revi- 
sion committee,  or  anyone  else,  to  the  effect 
that  the  sendingout  of  these  proposed  import- 
ant changes  and  additions  to  the  Standard 
was  a  breach  of  faith,  a  violation  of  journal- 
istic courtesy,  or  unwarranted  and  unprin- 
cipled. 

With  the  report  above  referred  to,  we  sent 
a  letter  telling  the  editor  of  each  paper  that 
the  revision  committee  had  decided  by  unani- 
mous vote  that  a  typewritten  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee  would  be  fur- 
nished all  poultry  papers  that  were  willing  to 
bear  their  share  of  the  expense  of  making 
typewritten,  manifold  copies,  which  expense 
probably  would  be  al)out  §10,  the  full  report 
consisting  of  more  than  300  typewritten  pages. 
Only  three  papers  asked  for  these  complete 
copies,  namely,  the  American  Poultry 
Journal,  Inland  Poultry  Journal,  and  the 
Beliable.   All  had  the  same  opportunity. 

The  June  number  of  the  if.  P.  J.  contained 
the  identical  report  we  mailed  voluntarily, 
and  at  our  expense,  to  the  other  twenty-six 
papers,  AXD  XOT  ANOTHER  WORD, 
except  a  short  editorial  that  was  general  in 
character,  commending  the  work  of  the  c«m- 
mittee.  Meantime  we  bad  in  our  possession 
the  complete  minutes  of  the  committee's  pro- 
ceedings (the  only  copy  in  existence),  and  if 
we  bad  been  as  diaholii  al  as  the  saintly  editor 
of  the  .4nifr(V</ii  Fohri^r  wnuij  have  us 


believe,  we  could  have  "scooped"  his  weekly 
wiggle,  "hands  down."  But  we  didn't — lack 
of  enterprise,  maybe. 

At  one  of  the  last  sessions  of  the  revision 
committee  meeting  it  was  decided  necessary 
to  furnish  copies  of  the  committee's  report  to 
each  artist  who  is  to  make  ideal  pictures  w  ith 
which  to  illustrate  the  new  Standard.  Nat- 
urally, these  men  could  not  make  correct 
ideals  without  the  exact  wording  descriptive 
of  same.  AVe  offered  to  make  these  copies 
gratis,  whereupon  several  members  of  the 
committee  (the  editor  of  the  American  Fan- 
cier included)  asked  for  one  so  they  might 
study  at  leisure  the  proposed  new  Standard 
descriptions,  and  thus  be  in  a  position  to  note 
omissions,  detect  mistakes,  and  generally 
improve  the  committee's  work,  doing  this 
prior  to  the  American  Poultry  Association 
meeting  nest  winter.  We  therefore  made 
nine  copies  and  mailed  one,  with  our  compli- 
ments, to  each  member  of  the  committee. 

As  above  stated,  only  three  papers  expressed 
a  willingness  to  pay  their  share  of  the  espense 
of  making  copies  of  the  report  of  the  entire 
proceedings  of  the  committee,  including  the 
stenographic  notes  of  the  discussions,  the 
motions  carried  and  the  reports  adopted.  We 
tried  faithfully  to  get  these  out  so  they  would 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  American  Poultry 
Journal,  and  Inland  Poultry  Journal  in 
time  for  them  to  makeestracts  for  use  in  their 
July  issues,  if  they  so  desired,  but  did  not  suc- 
ceed, so  far  as  the  American  is  concerned. 
The  Inland,  which  is  printed  the  15lh  of  the 
month,  received  its  cony  two  weeks  or  more 
before  its  July  number  went  to  press.  We 
desired  to  print  iu  our  July  issue  the  discus- 
sion and  action  on  Barred  Plymouth  Bock 
plumage,  but  refrained  from  doing  so  —  hold- 
ing it  over  until  this  month— for  the  sole  rea- 
son that  this  would  have  been  taking  an  unfair 
advantage  of  the  American  Poultry  Journal. 
We  had  the  stenographic  report;  the  Ameri- 
can did  not  have  it.  The  American  had 
offered  to  pay  its  share  of  the  cost  of  a  copy, 
and  was  depending  on  us  to  supply  it.  Until 
it  w  iis  supplied  to  the  only  two  papers,  besides 
the  J?.  P.  J.,  that  offered  to  bear  their_ share 
of  the  cost  of  making  copies,  we  kept  "hands 
off.'' 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  we  did  furnish 
copies  of  the  committee's  report,  substantially 
as  it  will  go  before  the  national  association, 
to  all  members  of  the  revision  committee, 
including  ihe  editors  of  the  American  Fan- 
cier, the  American  Poultry  Journal,  and 
Inland  Poultry  Journal.  These  copies  were 
placed  in  their  hands  before  June  1st.  Also 
let  it  be  borne  iu  mind  that  at  this  time  we 
wrote  the  editors  of  the  twenty-six  poultry 
papers  that  if  they  wished  to  share  in  the 
espense  they  could  have  the  stenographers' 
minutes  of  the  entire  proceedings.  The  report 
of  the  revision  committee,  as  scattered  through- 
out the  record  of  what  was  said  and  done  at 
the  meeting,  was  properly  a  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  in  this  form  would  have  been 
included  in  the  copies  of  the  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  to  be  furnished  at  cost  to  the 
various  poultry  papers,  otherwise  these 
minutes  would  have  been  incomplete  and 
comparatively  worthless.  Only  three  poultry 
papers  were  fairly  entitled  to  these  complete 
reports.  The  others  had  a  chance  at  them, 
but  didn't  want  them  bad  enough  to  share  the 
cost.  So  they've  no  just  kick  coming  on  that 
score  —  and  this  includes  the  American 
Fancier. 

Evidently  what  has  aroused  the  ire  of  the 
"  holier  than  thou"  editor  of  the  American 
Fancier  is  the  fact  that  in  the  July  issue  of 
B.  P.  J.  we  printed,  in  condensed  form,  the 
proposed  changes  in  the  wording  of  the 
Standard  as  applied  to  the  American,  Asiatic 
and  Mediterranean  classes,  publishing,  how- 
ever, only  such  changes  as  were  deemed  by  us 
to  be  most  important.  The  severe  part  of  the 
charge  made  by  the  American  Fancier  is 
found  in  this  statement:  "There  was  a 
motion  made  and  unanimously  passed  that  the 
descriptions  of  standard  varieties  of  fowN 
should  not  be  published  in  the  poultry  press." 
We  are  supposed  to  have  disregarded  said 


motion,  thus  breaking  faith  with  the  commit- 
tee, of  which  we  were  a  member,  and  jeopard- 
izing the  copyright  of  the  American  Poultry 
Association,  with  the  sole  object  of  perpetratr 
ing  a  "  scoop  "  ou  other  poultry  papers. 

The  main  fault  with  this  charge  is  that  the 
statement  on  which  it  is  based  is  not  true. 
The  motion  said  to  have  been  made  and  passed 
unanimously  was  TOTED  DOWN. 

That's  quite  different,  isn't  it? 

At  the  session  held  Wednesday  afternoon, 
Jlay  13  I  we  quote  verbatim  from  the  stenog- 
rapher's report,  which  was  adopted  as 
official),  a  motion  was  made  as  follows : 

"Mr.  Curtis:  I  move  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  this  committee  be  instructed  not  to 
include  in  this  pamphlet  any  considerable  part 
of  what  we  shall  recommend  to  the  A.  P.  A. 
as  the  permanent  St:mdard.'' 

Motion  seconded  by  Mr.  Heck  and  adopted. 

The  pamphlet  referred  to  was  one  the  com- 
mittee proposed  to  issue  under  the  copyright 
and  charge  25  cents  for.  Later  the  motion 
to  issue  this  pamphlet  was  reconsidered  and 
voted  down,  owing  to  a  lack  of  authority  on 
the  part  of  the  committee  and  of  funds  in  the 
treasury  of  the  A.  P.  A.  to  pay  for  the  same. 

At  the  meeting  held  Friday,  May  22,  Mr. 
Drevenstedt,  editor  of  American  Fancier, 
moved  as  follows: 

"  Mr.  Drevenstedt:  I  move  you  that  the 
same  committee  be  appointed  to  edit  these 
proceedings,  to  condense  them,  furnish  copies 
for  the  poultry  press,  but  omit  all  portious  of 
the  Standard  that  are  to  be  printed  in  book 
form,  and  to  send  copies  to  each  member  for 
correction  to  be  returned  to  the  committee 
within  one  week." 

Mr.  McClave  seconded  this  motion,  but 
after  a"  somewhat  lengthy  discussion  it  was 
put  to  a  vote  and  lost. 

In  fairness  let  it  be  stated  that  Mr.  Dreven- 
stedt's motion  was  voted  down,  not  because  it 
provided  that  "  all  portions  of  the  Standard 
that  are  to  be  printed  in  book  form  "  should 
be  omitted,  but  because  the  plan  of  sending 
copies  to  each  member  for  correction  was  con- 
sidered impractical,  but  it  WAS  voted  down, 
and.  with  it,  first  and  last,  the  provision  "that 
the  description  of  standard  varieties  of  fowl= 
should  not  be  published  in  the  poultry  press  " 
—  to  quote  from  the  words  used  editorially  by 
Mr.  Drevenstedt. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  committee  held  Satur- 
day morning.  May  23d,  the  last  meeting  of  the 
session, Mr.  Hewes  moved  as  follows: 

"  Mr.  Hewes :  I  move  you  that  the  proceed- 
ings as  now  edited  be  the  official  record  of  the 
labors  of  this  committee,  and  that  they  be 
delivered  to  Mr.  Curtis  for  the  purpose  of 
hanng  duplicates  made  for  all  poultry  journals 
who  desire  to  purchase  them." 

Mr.  Pierce  seconded  this  motion,  which  was 
carried  unanimously. 

It  Was  the  opinion  of  the  revision  committee, 
repeatedly  expressed,  that  a  full  report  of  its 
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Readers  of  FAKM-POCXTKT  and  A  FEW 
HENS  remember  "TJiicle  Mike."  once  editor  oi 
both  tlie  above  piipers,  and  noi^'  editor  of 
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A  mombly  illustrated  jonrnal  of  24  pages.  Every 
item  boiled  down.  Devoted  to  Garden,  Flowers. 
Fruit  an<i  Poultry.  The  regular  price  is  5U  cents  a 
year  but  it  will  be  tect  one  year  for  25  ceuls  to  all 
who  subscribe  uow.  Sample  copy  free.  Address, 
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Does  your  Food 
Distress  You? 

.A  re  vou  nervous  ?  

Do  vou  feel  older  than  you  used  to  ?  

Is  your  appetite  poor?  

Is  your  tongue  coated  with  a  slimy,  yellowish 

fiar  ?  

Do  you  have  dizzy  spells  r  .  :»  

Have  you  a  bad  taste  in  the  mouth  ?  

Does  your  food  come  up  after  eating,  with  a  sour 

taste  

Have  you  a  sensation  of  fullness  after  eating  ?..... 

Do  you  have  heartburn  ?  

Do  you  belch  gas  or  wind  ?  

Do  you  have  excessive  thirst  ?  

Do  you  notice  black  specks  before  the  eyes  r  

Do   you   have   pain   or   oppression  around  the 

heart  ?  

Does  your  heart  palpitate  or  beat  irregularly  ?  

Do  you  liave  unpleasant  dreams   

Are  you  constipated  ?  

Do  your  limbs  tremble  or  vibrate  ?  

Are  you  restless  at  night  ?  

NAME  

Age  Occupation  

Street  number  

Town  State  

If  you  have  anv  or  all  of  the  above 
syinptoms  you  probably  have  Dyspepsia. 
Fill  in  the  above  blank,  send  to  us,  and 
we  will  mail  you  a  free  trial  of  PEPSI- 
KOLA  T.ABLETS— unquestionably  the 
surest  and  safest  Dyspepsia  cure  known — 
together  wiih.  car  htde  book — "  Advice 
To  Dvspeptics."  Regular  size  PEPSI- 
K0L.4  TABLETS,  25  cents,  by  mail 
or  of  your  druggist. 
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Poultry  Supplies 
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work,  incluiliug  all  proposed  changes,  ought 
be  given  to  the  interested  public  at  an  early 
date,  80  that  protests  and  suggestions  might 
be  received,  and  corrections  made  prior  to  the 
nest  annual  meeting  of  the  national  body,  at 
which  the  Standard,  as  revised,  is  to  be 
adopted,  and  thereafter  will  be  our  law  dur- 
ing a  term  of  live  years.  Chairman  Kimmey 
voiced  the  prevailing  sense  of  the  committee 
in  the  following  words,  which  we  give  verba- 
tim from  the  stenographic  report : 

"Chairman :  I  believe  that  every  member 
of  the  A.  P.  A.,  especially,  is  entitled  to  have 
this  matter,  and  every  proposed  change  in  the 
Standard,  so  that  they  can  come  to  our  next 
annual  meeting  equipped  to  discuss  them, 
which  they  will  not  be  if  they  do  not  get  them 
until  they  get  there.  I  believe  we  should  do 
exactly  the  reverse  to  what  was  done  by  the 
last  revision  committee.  I  believe  in  giving 
this  to  them  as  fully  as  we  can  without  charge. 
I  know  we  have  no  money,  but  we  seem  to 
have  the  ability  to  run  into  debt.  I  think  it  is 
better  by  far  that  this  should  be  placed  before 
the  poultry  interests  of  the  country,  if  it  can 
be,  free  of  charge."' 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  anxious 
to  protetM;  the  copyright  on  the  new  book,  and 
so  expressed  themselves,  yet  above  all,  there 
existed  the  oft-repeated  desire  to  let  the  thou- 
sands of  interested  fanciers  know  before  too 
late  what  changes  the  committee  had  decided 
to  recommend  for  adoption. 

■\Vill  the  eiRtor  of  the  American  Fancier 
pause  long  enough  in  his  self-righteous  career 
to  inform  the  waiting  multitude  how  we  could 
tell  the  deeply  and  vitally  interested  fanciers 
WHAT  CHAXGES  we  revisionists  had 
agreed  npon  WITHOUT  telling  them?  Can- 
didly, your  saintship,  itoccurred  to  us  that  the 
only  way  to  tell  them  about  it  was  to  tell  them 
—and  we  are  doing  it. 

It  is  possible  we  were  the  first  one  (unless 
it  was  chairman  Kimmey)  to  urge  the  wisdom 
of  letting  the  fanciers  know  at  as  early  a  date 
as  convenient  what  changes  of  importance  we 
wise  ones  proposed  to  make  in  the  Standard 
that  is  supposed  to  govern  the  production, 
judging,  and  valuation  of  breeds  and  varieties 
of  fowls  on  which  several  generations  have 
spent  much  earnest  thought  and  a  few  mil- 
li<n  dollars  trying  to  improve  and  perfect. 
Throughout  this  work  we  have  tried  to  treat 
our  esteemed  contemporaries  (the  editor  of 
the  American  Fancier  not  excepted)  with 
eminent  fairness.  We  are  sorry  to  have  failed, 
even  in  his  estimation.  It  is  evident  that  we 
could  have  "  scooped  "  them,  but  instead  of 
doing  so,  or  trying  to,  we  spent  private  funds 
freely,  and  gave  up  time  we  could  ill  afford 
to  spare  in  an  effort  to  treat  the  twenty-six 
most  prominent  poultry  papers  fairly,  giving 
each  one  of  them  an  equal  chance  —  no  excep- 
tion, in  any  particular,  being  made  in  favor  of 

s.  r.  J. 

As  for  jeopardizing  the  copyright  value  of 
the  revised  and  illustrated  Standard,  tliis  plea, 
in  our  opinion,  isjibsurd.  We  repeat,  that  the 
one  practical  and  sufficient  way  to  tell  fanciers 
of  the  changes  it  is  proposed  to  make — changes 
that  necessarily  affect  their  highly  important 
''  interests  —  was  to  tell  them.  It  so  happens 
that  we  could  not  tell  them  without  giving  the 
exact  wording,  for  not  only  the  exact  words, 
but  the  shades  of  meaning  of  the  exact  words 
are  what  the  fanciers  MUST  KXOW  in  order 
to  protect  their  interests,  if  need  be.  There- 
fore, we  printed  extracts  (as  brief  extracts  as 
would  answer  the  purpose)  from  the  commit- 
tee's report  giving  exactly  the  proposed 
changes,  thus,  as  we  see  it,  discharging  a  plain 
duty  and  keeping  faith  with  the  ten  thousand 
fanciers  who  could  not  be  at  Buffalo,  and  who 
will  not  be  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  A.  P. 
A.,  but  who  have  the  best  right  in  the  world 
to  know — in  time  to  act  in  self  defence,  'f  they 
think  it  necessary — what  liberties  we  revision- 
ists have  taken  with  their  rights  and  p'operty. 

Admittedly,  your  saintship,  it  occurred  to 
us  that  someone  who  had  entered  the  somno- 
lent state  might  raise  the  point  that  you  have, 
and  on  reflection  we  decided  to  take  the 
responsibility,  and  we  do.  If  our  conduct  be 
treason  in  your  sweet  eyes,  make  the  most  of 
it.  Meantime  the  iieZi"ii/e  will  complete  the 
work  of  tilling  the  fanciers  what  in  our  juilg- 
ment  (and  also  in  the  judgment  of  the  revision 
committee,  as  we  interpreted  the  committee's 
actions)  they  have  an  inalienable  right  to 
know,  namely,  exactly  what  changes  of 
importance  the  revision  committee  will  ask 
the  American  Poultry  Association  to  make  in 
the  Standard  of  Perfection  at  the  next  annual 
meeting. 
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A  FLUID  DISINFECTANT. 

KILLS  GERMS,        DESTROYS  ODORS,        PREVENTS  DISEASE. 

Cyphers  Incubator  Co..  Buffalo.  N.  T.  Andorer.  Mass..  Feb.  7th.  1903. 

i'K  '       strongly  recommend  your  "Napcreol";  it  is  indeed  all  vou  claim 

,   _  J  ha.Y<^  friven  it  a  severe  test  as  a  mite  destroyer  and  it  did  the  work  to 

my  entire  satisfaction.    In  cases  of  scaly  legs,  it  is  a  sure  cure.  For  sweeten- 
ing poultry  houses,  brooders  and  drinking  fountains,  it  is  the  most  reliable 
disinfectant  I  have  yet  used.   Very  truly  yours,    C.  BRICAULT,  JI.  D.  V. 
Prices:   Half-gallon  can.  &5c.    Gallon  can.  SI. .50.   Ask  vour  dealer  for  Napcreol.   Agents  Wanted. 
(For  agency  apply  to  home  office.  Buffalo,  N.  Y.) 
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 34  Merchanls  Row.              3 1  O  Fifth  Avenue.  23  Barclay  Street. 


Inbreeding. 


.DITOR  Farm-Poul- 
try : — Last  year  I  had 
some  R.  I.  Red  chicks 
that  did  very  nicely,  so 
well  that  I  got  eggs 
from  the  same  strain 

  this  season.       o  w  I 

'^Ip^^-*'  ■*  "  -  would  like  to  breed  a 
cockerel  from  this  lot  to  some  pullets  from  the 
same  lot,  and  perhaps  to  the  hens  from  last 
year's  lot.  Of  course  they  will  be  related, 
might  be  brothers  and  sisters,  although  several 
hundred  breeding  birds  are  kept  on  the  farm 
where  I  got  the  eggs.  My  last  year's  pullets 
were  very  vigorous,  made  as  good  growth  as 
any  I  ever  had,  and  laid  well  ail  winter.  This 
year's  chicks,  so  far,  are  doing  just  as  well. 
Xow  would  you  risk  mating  them  together? 
I  did  not  keep  any  cockerels  last  year.  Or, 
would  it  be  better  to  get  a  cockerel  from  some 
other  strain?  If  I  mate  them  together  this 
year  could  I  breed  the  cock  to  his  daughters 
next  season,  or  the  hens  to  their  sons? 

C.  T.  B. 


I  have  given  my  views  on  the  subject  of 
inbreeding  a  good  many  times,  but  there  are 
always  new  readers  to  whom  things  said 
before  are  at  least  partly  new,  so  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  briefly  state  them  again.  Those 
who  avoid  inbreeding  do  so  believing  that  the 
breeding  together  of  fowls  of  near  kin  neces- 
sarily causes  degeneration,  and  tirst  of  all 
decay  of  vitality.  If  there  is  on  record  a 
single  case  where  it  can  be  shown  that  degen- 
eration was  certainly  due  to  inbreeding  I  have 
so  far  failed  to  find  it.  The  case  against 
inbreeding  has  been  bolstered  up  on  the 
flimsiest  kind  of  testimony.  In  practice  I  have 
found  no  ill  results  following  continued  close 
inbreeding,  when  such  selection  of  individuals 
for  breeders  was  made  as  should  be  made. 

I  besan  breeding  poultry  with  the  common 
prejudice  against  inbreeding,  but  finding  It 
necessary  to  inbreed  for  points,  reasoned  that 
if  I  selected  and  inbred  for  vigor  I  could  get 
that  as  well  as  any  superficial  point,  and  the 


experiments  I  made  confirmed  that  conclu- 
sion. Quite  a  number  of  others  have  had  like 
experiences. 

My  advice  to  Mr.  B.  would  be  to  reserve  a 
number  of  his  most  promising  cockerels,  from 
them  select  the  best  for  breeders  and  mate 
with  such  of  them  as  he  needed  for  breeding 
females  which  seem  most  suitable  for  that 
mating  —  disregarding  relationship  entirely. 
At  this  stage  of  operations  his  stock  may  not 
be  closely  inbred.  It  is  not  unless  it  has  been  so 
bred  on  the  farm  whence  he  procured  it.  If 
it  is  not  closely  inbred  his  matings  from  the 
same  lot  now  will  not  be  close  inbreeding  — 
and  only  the  most  rabid  advocate  of  "  new 
blood"  would  imagine  that  at  present  he  ran 
any  special  risk  in  mating  specimens  from  the 
same  lot.  If  the  stock  on  the  farm  whence 
his  came  is  closely  inbred,  its  present  condi- 
tion would  seem  to  me  to  be  a  pretty  strong 
argument  in  favor  of  inbreeding. 

My  rule  in  mating  is  to  use  my  own  birds 
without  regard  to  relationship — or  more  cor- 
rectly without  prejudice  against  relationship 
— as  long  as  I  have  birds  that  individually  suit 
me.  If  I  find  them  failing  in  any  particular  I 
look  about  for  a  bird  from  outside  that  might 
be  expected  to  remedy  the  fault,  and  use  such 
a  bird  in  a  special  mating  to  see  what  may  be 
expected  to  come  from  a  union  with  my  stock. 

Jly  Light  Brahma  stock  began  with  a  trio 
nought  from  a  Michigan  breeder  in  1S91. 
From  '93  to  "01  the  breeding  was  confined  to 
narrow  lines,  though  the  fowls  were  not  sys- 
tematic line  bred,  and  though  a  part  of  the 
time  were  only  bred  often  enough  to  preserve 
the  stock.  In  the  summer  of  1901  I  put  in 
some  "new  blood"'  with  a  definite  end  in  view, 
aud  as  related  on  page  320  in  last  issue,  got 
from  that  special  mating  one  hen  which  now 
is  the  mother  of  a  majority  of  the  Brahma 
stock  old  and  young  on  the  place.  That  season 
the  bulk  of  my  chicks  were  hatched  from  a 
mating  of  the  old  stock,  so  that  if  this  experi- 
mental mating  gave  me  nothing  I  wanted,  I 
was  still  on  the  old  basis. 

Again  last  year  I  had  the  1901  pullets  to  fall 


back  on,  and  their  sire  where  I  could  get  him 
if  I  wanted  him;  and  some  of  those  females 
hatched  in  1901 1  kept  until  I  felt  sure  of  the 
laying  qualities  of  the  stock  having  a  Second 
infusion  of  '-new  blood"  introduced,  also  for 
a  special  reason,  in  1902.  I  have  been  thus 
careful  not  because  I  believe  my  stock  had 
better  quality  than  others,  but  because  I  knew 
the  stock,  knew  its  faults  and  limitations  as 
well  as  its  virtues,  and  in  bringing  in  new 
blood  for  a  certain  virtue  I  could  not  in 
advance  be  sure  that  I  was  not  introducing 
something  I  didn't  want. 

I  tried  another  special  mating  this  season  in 
hope  of  getting  back  more  rapidly  something 
I  lost  in  a  last  season's  mating,  but  as  things 
look  now  the  recovery  is  to  come  through 
selection,  and  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  I 
will  go  outside  again  for  many  years.  If  I 
ever  do  it  will  be  to  get  something  I  want  in 
my  stock  which  someone  else  has  succeeded  in 
getting  better  than  I  have  It.  From  personal 
experiences  in  breeding  I  would  now  no  more 
think  of  going  outside  just  to  avoid  inbreeding 
than  I  would  of  trying  an  infusion  of  blood  of 
some  foreign  variety. 

If  Mr.  B.  is  careful  enough  in  selecting 
breeding  birds,  if  his  matings  produce  satis- 
factorily year  after  year,  and  no  outward  con- 
dition checks  the  development  of  his  stock  at 
any  time,  he  can  go  on  selecting  his  breeders 
from  his  own  stock  indefinitely,  and  the  result 
is  more  likely  to  be  greater  uniformity  of 
excellence  than  deterioration. 


French 


White  Lead  Before  the 
Parliament, 

It  is  known  tlial  the  Freiieii  Government  lias  intro- 
duccj  :i  bill  louking  to  the  general  proliibiiion  oi 
white  lead  in  the  puintiiig  of  structures  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  zinc  white  therefor.  This  bill,  with  a 
sli^rht  amendment,  passed  the  House  of  Deputies  on 
.July  1,  and  is  n-iw  before  the  Senate. 

Speakiu^in  favor  of  the  proposed  law,  Eepresenta- 
live  Cazueuve  said ; 

"When  the  Government  realized  the  impossibility 
of  protectinjj  match  factory  employees  against  phos- 
phorus necrosis.it  abandoned  piiospliorus  and  souj^ht 
a  substitute.  This  was  fonnd  in  sulphide  of  phos- 
phorus, which  is  not  poisonous,  and  phosphorus 
necrosis  has  disappeared  from  its  match  factories, 
Lead  poisoninjr  must  also  disappear  in  the  same  waA'. 
(.Shouts  of  '  very  good.")  It  is  objected  that  the  oxiiie 
t»f  zinc,  wiiicli  is  expected  to  replace  while  lead, 
covers  lead  solidly  than  the  latter  product.  The 
reports  of  the  Council  General  of  Civic  Structures 
aud  of  the  Council  of  En^-ineers-in-Chief  of  Bridges 
and  Hi;:hways  answer  this  objection.  In  reality, 
workmen  have  not  yet  acquired  the  hal>it  of  paintiiig 
with  zinc  oxide.  As  rcirards  durability,  the  test  has 
been  made; oxide  of  ziiiclasts  aslon^  as  lead,  even 
on  beacons  where  it  is  subjected,  as  ihev  are.  to  the 
highly  corrosive  action  of  sea  water.  A  proliibitory 
l.-iw  is  necessary:  fortiticd  by  the  advice  of  the  Con- 
sultative Committee  on  Hygiene  and  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Arts  and  Manufactures,  it  is  our  duty  to 
uuite  in  support  of  the  Government's  proposal.  It  is 
not  a  Draconian  project,  as  has  been  asserted ;  but  a 
\>roposal  in  behalf  of  public  health." 

The  amendment  noted  above,  allows  a  delav  of  two 
Years  before  totallv  prohibiting  lead,  instead  of  one 
Vcar,  .-IS  originally  proposed. 

STAXTOX  DTJDLEr. 


The  Foe  of  Pain  and  Inflammation. 

Think  for  one  moment  of  what  has  happened  since  old  Dr.  Johnson,  in  iSio,  first  made  and  prescribed  his 
Johnson's  Anodyne  Liniment.  In  the  United  States  twenty-oue  Presidents  have  sat  in  the  chair ;  nearly  all 
are  dead.  Three  great  wars,  and  the  heroes  gone  or  forgotten.  All  of  the  great  wealth  and  power  of  the  U.  S. 
has  come  into  existence.  The  telegraph,  telephone,  steam  power,  electric  lighting  and  power,  nearly  every  use- 
ful invention  of  the  world  has  come  into  use.  Johnson's  Anodyne  Lintment  in  all  that  time  has  cured  aches 
aud  pains  for  generations  of  families  and  millions  of  people.  Could  a  remedy  have  lived  through  all  that  eventful 
period  and  still  retain  its  popularity  except  it  possess  extraordinary  virtue  for  many  family  ills  ?  It  cures  tO 
stay  cured,  all  it  is  claimed  to  cure.    More  than  all  else  it  is  recommended  by  many  physicians  everywhere. 

I     y        rON^^         r         Every  Mother  should 
^LillJj^.  ANOD"^^        have  it  in  the  house  to 

KyOrli'*  LiNiMEN' 


For  all  pain  and  in- 
flammation it  excels  all 
remedies  in  use  today. 


Put  up  in  two  sizes. 
Sold  by  all  Druggists. 


cure  common  ailments. 


Price  25  and  50  cents.  The  50-cent  size  contains  over  three  of  the  25-cent  size. 
Send  for  our  book  on  Inflammation,  mailed  free.    I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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F.-XRXI^POTTLTRV 


CHARLES  McCLATE.  Pr£S 


T.  E.OKR.  SEl.  AND  fREAi. 


Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Poultry  Association 


Bearer.  Pa..  JulT  31, 1903. 


TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  EIXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE: 


[ilace  of 


I  am  direcieii  by  the  president  of  the  .American  P-  juliry  Association  to  call  tor  your  vole  opou  ; 
meetiuK  a  little  earlier  than  usual — ihe  vote  lo  ciose  .\u^ust  17. 1908. 
There  are  two  inviiations  for  Ibe  annual  meeting  of  15C4: 

1,  From  tlie  >tinne50ta  Stale  Poultry  As50ci:iti'»n.  of  Miimcapolis.  Minnesota,  in  eonceclion  with  iljeir 
pouiiry  show.  Jan.  lo — 'JO,  1904. 

2.  Froni  llie  Fiower  City  Poultry  and  Pi^reon  Assoc  atlou.  of  Uochester.  Xew  York,  in  connection  with 
llieir  poultry  snow,  January  :;9— Feb.  4,  i9l>4. 

I  erewiih  1  enclose  a  postal  card  to  eacli  one  enliilcil  tOTOte  on  this  question,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  iliat 
each  member  of  the  executive  committee  wiil  show  his  interest  in  the  matter  by  returning  his  vote  within  ilie 
SI  ecilied  lime. 

A  FEW  TTOKDS  OF  EXHOKTATIOX: 


Places  on  the  execntiTe  comminee.  .is  y- 
thai  practical,  prosressive  faiiclt .  5  —  . 
seleoiedlorepresentli-evari..  -- 
souJe  of  tlie  most  persistent  :;- 
welfare  of  our  associiiticn.  Mt- 
not  sent  in  a  siDiTle  new  applicaii  ;.  ;  :  i..H: 
nals  in  finding  fau.l  with  those  wLo  are  coir 
*  My  brethren,  these  tilings  r.u^jit  nor  s«j 


re  fi  led  ai  the  annual  meeting,  and  it  is  always  desired 
crests,  of  our  time  honored  organization  at  heart — be 
-  mistakes  liave  been  made,  for  in  tiie  not  distant  past 
r^d  in  this  very  committee  to  whicii  is  committed  the 
:  an  annual  meeting  for  >  ears,  or  wlio  fur  years  have 
.:.ve  found  timet'-' use  laree  spac« in  ilie  poultry  j^ur- 
:  they  can  for  the  poulrr\  living  fraternity. 
If  tlsere  ever  was  a  time  wlien  the  fanciers  and  breeders 


of  pnre  bre'i  poultry  siiould  stiirid  u.^;e:  j:er  and  «orb  harmoniously  to  sustain  tiie  American  Poultry  Associa- 
tion in  its  work — that  lime  is  i."w.  Leave  fault  fin<lingand  carping  criticisu'  to  those  on  tlie  outside  wiio  know 
hut  little  of  the  difficulties,  or  ^\ho  si  nip]  y  seek  free  publicityby  posing  as  reformers.  Try  to  make  even  iliem 
see  that  they  are  working  on  ilie  wrong  slue. 

A  brief  outline  of  the  difficulties  that  now  crtnf  ront  ns  may  not  l)e  out  of  place; 

1.  We  are  short  of  money.  Abnnt  S3,0['0  due  from  our  former  secretary  and  treasurer,  was  not  forth- 
coming, and  from  our  own  receipts  we  liad  to  pay  out  SL^ou  bills  he  had  reported  paid.  The  end  is  not  yet. 
as  tiie  printers  of  ilje  Standard  iiave  fiiedaclaiin  for  §5^),  lie  had.  **  settled  by  note"  nearly  two  years  ago, 
which  note.  \n  hen  due,  he  did  not  pay. 

5.  In  undertaking  to  piih'ish  a  new  an«i  illuSLTaled  Standard  we  are  underpoing  iieavy  expenses.  The 
members  of  the  revision  cf-nmiittee  paid  their  own  Triiveling  expenses  to  and  from  Buffalo.  Only  a  small  por- 
tion of  these  expenses  have  been  repaid,  and  none  <    their  j'^r  dtem, 

0.  Tlie  erroneous  idea  prevailing  that  a  new  S:andard  wiil  soon  be  ready  li:is  njadeoirr  sale  of  Standards 
much  lighter  than  otherw  ise. 

■i.  But  few  new  applications  for  meml>ershi|>  Iiav;^  come  in  llie  past  six  months. 

A  FEW  SrGGE.STIOXS  : 

1.  Refresh  your  memory  as  to  what  tiie  .Amerii  an  Poultry  Association  has  done  the  past  thirty  years.  As 
one  of  the  oldest  live  stock  organizations,  an  J  :  ethat  represents  more  money  invested,  more  annual 

nme  and  more  i>eople  interested  than  any  -r-rves  your  cordial  support.  True,  it  has  left  undone 


-  met  with  your  entire  approval;  but  give  credit  for 
rh  fancy  and  commercial  poultry  without  its  past 
c  i  t  a  helping  hand. 

•'Tt  of  the  revision  comminee  as  published  in  most 
iie  result  of  iwo  weeks  of  as  earnest  and  persistent 
They  did  not.  Even  seeming  triiies  were  studied 
Be  present  ai  the  next  aimual  meeting  and  ready 


uiauv  things :  some  of  the  things  it  has  done 
what  it  has  done;  think  what  would  be  ine  ■:* 
^^  ork;  get  yourself  into  the  position  and  Qis  - 

2.  Look  carefully  over  the  outline  of  ti:-> 
of  the  poultry  journals.   Bear  in  mind  that :  - 
work  as  twelve  men  ever  did.   Don't  jump  a;  . 
for  hours  in  the  general  committee  or  its  sub-e-mnjl;i<: 
10  vote  promptly,  but  jnieiligeutly.  on  the  report  of  the  committee. 

3.  Talk  pon'lry  and  discuss  A.  P.  A.  matters  wiih  your  friendsand  neighb<"»rs.  Work  up  a  sentiment  in 
Its  iiiterest  in  V"ur  vicinity.  Thar  is  what  you  are  on 'the  executive  ci-tmmlltee  for,  to  represent — ntit  mis- 
represent— the  association  in  your  section,   lie  a  rei.resentative  man. 

4.  Ta'k  to  the  chairman  of  yr.ur  local  farnjers'  institute,  and  urge  that  the  subject  of  poultry  be  given 
proper  recognition  on  the  nrogramuje.  Heli'  ^  r  v -de  good  speakers.  Consult  your  state  s»fcretary  of 
agriculture  witli  a  view  to  uaving  able  poul:  ;  -  --if  possible,  meml.^ers  of  the  American  Poultry  Asso- 
ciation— sent  out  to  vari-'us  seclior.s  oflhe  s-  _  direcutr  of  yc.ur  state  experiment  station 'to  give 
as  much  attention  to  poultry  as  is  given  10        ,               urtant  subjects 

5.  Get  two  good  ariplicants  for  iife  membership.  ar.d  forward  their  applications  on  the  inclosed  blank;  1.. 
the  secretary  before  our  nieeiin-,  Sepiember  17.  at  Indianapolis,  when  they  may  be  voted  in.  1  f  each  inemi-er 
of  the  executive  committee  wouid  do  this  it  would  add  nearly  52,000  to  our  depleted  Treasury.  If  y<oi  can't  gel 
life  members,  gel  annual  members. 

6.  In  addition  to  the  above,  and  in  addition  to  recording  promptly  your  vote  for  place  of  meeting,  till  in 
the  blank  spaces  at  tlie  bottom  of  the  card  with  the  names  and  a<idresses  of  active,  energetic  poultry  fanciers, 
who,  ia  your  judgment,  would  be  tlesirahle  members  of  our  association. 

7.  Be  in  attendance  upon  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  A.  P.  A.  and  the  meeiing  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee,tiotb  of  which  take  place  at  Indjaua|Kdis.  Indiana.  September  17, 190;>. 

TO  OFFICERS  AXD  MEMBERS  OF  SPECI.4ETT  CEPBS: 

1.  Please  favor  the  secretary's  office  with  the  name  of  yourciah.  the  nime  and  address  of  eachof  iis 
officers,  and  with  a  copy  of  your  latest  circular  or  catalogue.  \Ve  wish  to  have  for  ready  reference  a  complete 
list  of  such  clubs. 

2.  Tlie  secretarr  of  1';  "iv  -  '''e  -irm  '  f  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  requests  me  to 
announce  to  all  spec"ialtv  .  -  -  .  -  !:.e  paid  In  cash  prizes  on  poultry,  yet  it  is  very 
desirable  that  the  speciai-  -  -  premiums  with  liberal  ciub  specials,  eiiher  in 
cash,  meiials,  cups,  diphu--  -  -.  .  -  .  -  -  jii  be  SKMst.:  Sti.  2d.  and  54. 3d.  Thespecialiy 
clubs  can  do  much  to  lieivi  :  i  11  j  ^ :  '  :.e  .:ir^  cs;  j  .  exRj:  i :  the  world  has  ever  seen.  \\'riie  me  on  the  sub- 
ject, stating  what  action  you  mink  your  club  w  ill  taKe,  and  wijen.  Or  address  Col.  Chas.  F.  Mills,  secretary  of 
the  Live  Stock  Department,  St.  Loiiis,  Mo, 

3.  In  selecting  the  time  and  place  of  annual  meeting  of  your  club,  please  consider  this  question ;  If  held  ai 
the  same  time  ai  -i  i  i  aoe  as  the  anuual  ineeiing  of  tiie  American  Poultry  Association,  you  can  get  a  larger  and 
better  attendance  an-i  i.ave  a  larger  and  belter  siiO"-  of  yonr  favorites  tliaij  elsewhere.  These  specialty  clubs 
aud  the  A.  P.      ought  to  work  in  harmr.ny  and  ouglil  10  meet  at  tiie  sanie  'inje  :ind  r  iyce. 

4.  Is  your  specialty  club  a  member  of  tlie -American  Poultry  i,  -  -  1'      -  ;  y; 
Ing  c'lnbs  are.    Several  othershave  v<jied  to  become  so.    'l  iiese              -  ; 
meeting.  You  arelooking  to  the  American  l*<>ultry  .\ssociati<»h                _  -      .      ^         .  . 

to  protect  Tonr  rights  and  to  right  your  wrongs.  Snrelv  it  is  as  . ,  ;  e  as  >  lan  1  .  as  an  ev;,;ei.Le  .  _  1 
faith  and  loyaltT,  to  have  a  club  membership  in  the  A.  P.  A.  The  cost  for  all  time  is  only  SMi. 

TO  THE  POULTKT  JOUKNAES : 

1  This  circular  is  sent  to  each  poultry  journal  whose  name  and  address  is  known  to  the  secretary.  Th^se 
that  fail  to  mail  their  paper  to  lliis  office  or  fail  to  send  marked  copies  of  A.  P.  A.  announcements  or  cj^mmems 
can  not  blame  11s  in  these  husv  times  if  we  forget  tlieir  existence  <ir  location.  Please  publish  such  portions  of 
this  circular  as  von  think  wiil  interest  your  readers.  To  those  who  do  this  the  results  of  the  vote  on  place  of 
ineeliDgwill  be  "forwarded  when  vote  is  completed:  also  other  information  from  lime  to  lime  of  A.  P.  A 
work. 

2  Tlie  officers  and  executive  committee  of  the  American  Poultry  Association  have  more  than  once 
expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  favors  rendered  and  the  almost  nnlversil  courtesv  extended  this  associa- 
tion bv  the  publishers  of  tlie  ponltrv  journals.  We  wurk  in  a  common  caose.  We  should  work  together.  We 
niav  not  all  see  things  alike,  but  surely  if  all  editors  of  poultry  journals  were  members  of  this  assoCTation. 
many  editorial  comments  of  the  past  two  years  would  have  been  left  unsaid,  because  of  more  knowledge  of 
the  f  acts  and  circumstances. 

3  As  one  who  occupied  an  editoral  chair  for  many  years,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  editor  who  allows  li; 
columns  "to  be  wide  oiieu  for  the  use  of  malcontenis.  fault  finders  and  disappointeil  place  seekers,  is  prostii  ui 
Ine  his  own  business  and  damaging  the  industry  he  represents.  It  does  not  correct  the  evil  to  sav  "  Our  col- 
umns are  open  for  vour  replv."  Controversial  articles  may  All  up  a  jonrnal  at  a  small  cost,  but  ibev  generaih 
belittle  those  engaged  in  them.  The  officers  of  this  association  have  not  the  tinieto  notice  officiailv  fault 
finders  and  carping  critics. especiallv  iho^e  wh->  arenot  members  of  the  American  Poulirv  Association,  the 
writings  of  many  of  » iioni  indicate  that  they  have  never  even  bought  a  Stan'iard.  Ant!  vet  some  communica- 
tions inighl  do  niuch  harm  to  ihe  cause,  for  amateurs  reading  these  articles  in  poultry  journals  may  siippftse 
the  charges  lo  lie  well  founded.  You  owe  it  10  yourself,  lo  yonr  patrons  and  to  this  association  to  editcarefiiilv 
the  commiiiiicaiions  sent  von.  .Manv  an  arrant  blatliers'kite  merely  wishes  to  work  in  free  adverlisiin.' fi.V 
himself  In  connection  with'such  articles,  thus  defrauding  your  advertising  columns. 

4  The  poultry  journals  sell  the  Standards.  Bear  In  mind,  Iliat  the  Illuslrated  Standard  cannot  be  readv 
before  August.  11*64,  even  if  the  work  of  ilie  revision  committee  be  adopted  without  debate  or  delay  next  .lanu'- 
ary  In  the  mean  lime  sell  all  the  19(8  Standards  possible.  The  old  Standard  is  ihe  law  of  poult'rvdom  until 
the  new  one  is  publlsheil.  It  will  help  this  office  if  in  making  your  next  order  vou  indicate  abtiui  how  manv 
.Standards  von  think  vou  will  require  between  this  time  and  August  1, 1901.  The  price  remains  Ibe  same:  By 
mail. eOc;  by  express,  46  per  dozen. 

LET  US  ALT-  REMEMBER: 

'1.  Tliat  ihe  poultry  product  surpasses  every  other  agricultural  product  except  corn. 

1  That  there  Is  a  constant  demand  at  pood  prices  for  first  class  poultry  and  fresh  eggs.  With  us  live 
hens  brought  16  cents  per  jwiund  In  .May,  and  we  arc  now  selling  egg  at  24  cents  per  dozen  wholesale. 

3.  Tliat  the  general  public  needs  more  information  on  the  subject  of  breeding,  rearing,  feeding,  exliibiiing 
and  marketing  poultry. 

4_  Tliat  fancy  poultry  interests  and  commercial  ixmllry  Interests  advance  or  decline  togeiher. 

5  That  the  American  Poultry  Association  asab'Hiy.and  tlirongh  Us  meniliers  individiiallr,  has  been  the 
fostering  mother  of  all  these  branches  of  this  great  woik. 

6.  That  all  this  has  liecn  accomidlslied  with  a  membership  thai  at  no  lime  has  reached  six  hundred. 

7  That  It  is  onr  privilege  and  tach  member's  duty  to  sec  thai  "ur  memliership  is  greatly  increas<-<l  this 
Tear— the  inf»st  prost»erous  our  country  has  ever  seen,  and  llie  most  Important  in  the  w-ork  now  In  l»and  wiibiu 
our  association. 

i?  Tlial  if  everv  member  of  the  executive  commillee  will  devote  a  little  time  and  attention  lo  this  matter 
—cultivating  the  acijualnlaiice  and  coonerallon  of  the  present  niemliers  in  his  own  stale,  and  urging  tliero  lo 
secure  new  members— we  coold  cross  the  "  one  Ihonsaiid  mark  "  before  «nir  new  Illuslrated  Standard  Is  ready 
for  distribution. 

"  Filths  btil  don't  Shore." 

T.  E.  OUR,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  A.  P.  .\.,  Beaver.  Pa. 


Bee5  for  Poultrymen. 

In  its  crop  report  for  July,  the  Massachu- 
setts state  board  of  agriculture  includes  an 
article  on  "Bee  Keeping:  Its  Pleasures  and 
Trofits,"  by  Dr.  Jas.  B.  Paige,  professor  of 
veterinary  science  at  the  Massachusetts  Agri- 
cultural College.  This  report  may  be  obtained 
by  application  to  J.  Lewis  Ellsworth,  secre- 
tary of  the  board.  State  House,  Boston,  and 
those  desiring  to  receive  these  bulletins  regu- 
larly may  have  their  names  placed  on  the 
mailing  list. 

In  this  article  Dr.  Paige  says :  '•  Forty  or 
fifty  years  ago  nearly  every  farmer  l;ert  a 
few  sw.ainiis  of  bees.  They  furnished  him  a 
healthful  article  of  food  that  was  considered 
almost  a  necessity.  Today  it  is  the  exception 
that  one  sees  about  the  farmer's  home —  these 
producers  of  the  most  wholesome  and  delicious 
lalile  delicacy  it  is  possible  to  obtain.  In 
:iddition  to  the  production  of  honey,  bees  per- 
form a  valuable  service  by  the  fertilization 
and  cross  fertilization  of  flowers,  the  value  of 
which  cannot  be  estimated." 

Dr.  Paige  then  gives  figures  from  the  twelfth 
census  for  the  United  States,  the  five  leading 
states  in  the  bee  industry,  and  for  Massachu- 
setts. An  interesting  comparison  is  that 
between  Massachusetts  and  Termont,  which 
shows  that  with  practically  the  same  numlier. 
of  farms,  Vermont  has  12,S36  swarms,  valued 
at  S3.5S  per  swarm,  while  Massachusetts  has 
only  8,3S1  hives,  which,  however,  are  valued 
at  $4.-26  per  hive.  Much  of  the  Termont 
honey  is  sold  in  Massachusetts.  The  situation 
of  our  own  state  is  more  favorable  for  bee 
keeping  than  is  that  of  Termont,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  we  should 
not  produce  suflicient  honey  for  home  con- 
sumption. 


Continuing,  he  points  out  that  it  is  not  well 
to  depend  on  bee  keeping  alone  as  a  source  of 
livelihood,  but  that  it  should  be  combined  with 
some  other  specialty,  such  as  market  garden- 
ing, fruit  growing,  or  poultry  raising.  lu  Dr. 
Paige's  opinion  a  combination  of  bee  keeping 
and  poultry  raising  is  a  very  desirable  one,  for 
the  reason  that  bees  are  inactive  in  winter 
when  poultry  requires  constant  attention, 
while  bees  can  be  most  advantageously  handled 
during  the  middle  of  the  day  in  summer, 
when  poultry  requires  little  care.  A  large 
farm  in  a  rural  district  is  not  essential  for  the 
successful  keeping  of  bees^  They  thrive  in 
'  towns,  villages,  and  even  large  cities.  Swarms 
protected  from  strong  winds  and  extreme  cold 
in  winter  wiil  thrive  in  almost  any  locality  in 
Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Paige  gives  advice  as  to  the  selection  of 
varieties  of  bees,  management,  and  selection 
of  hives  and  appliances.  He  recommends 
starting  in  a  small  way  wiih  one  or  two 
swarms,  the  natural  increase  of  which  will 
quickly  build  up  the  apiary,  while  the  neces- 
sary experience  for  more  extended  operations 
may  be  acquired  wiiile  working  with  a  few. 
The  cost  of  starting  :in  apiary  i>  comparatively 
small,  being  about  flo,  including  swarm  of 
bees  in  hive  complete,  extra  hive,  bee  smoker, 
veil,  and  other  appliances,  all  of  which  will 
be  sufficient  for  conducting  the  apiary  as  it 
increases.  In  selecting  hives,  one  of  the 
modern  movable  frame  hives,  with  super  for 
surplus  honey  boxes,  should  lie  used,  and  the 
simpler  its  construction  the  better.  All  hives 
in  the  yard  should  be  alike,  so  that  parts  may 
be  interchanged.  ^Much  pleasure  may  be  had 
and  information  cained  by  the  study  of  bees 
kept  in  an  observation  hive. 

At  the  close  of  the  article  a  list  of  Ihe  best 
works  on  bees  and  bee  keeping  is  given,  and 
mention  is  made  of  the  course  in  l^ee  keeping 
to  be  given  at  the  3Iassachusetts  Agricultural 
College,  beginning  the  fourth  Wednesday  of 
May,  and  continuing  four  weeks.  The  article 
is  illustrated  by  cuts  showing  desirable  hives 
and  an  excellent  half-tone  of  a  swarm  of  bees 
in  an  observation  hive. 


C.  J.  FOCC, 


Specialist  in 


Waltham,  Mass. 


BANNER  LICE  AND  VERMIN  KILLER  | 

I 
I 
I 


Ki^ls  all  kiiT^s  of  lice  and  vertiiiii  on  Poultry.  Cats  or  Doo-?.  It  rloes  jis 
w.  rk  )  nsiaiitly  :ind  uever  fails.   Easily  applied.   Xon-poisonous      tlie  f<'Av]s 
<  .r  animal?,  but  sure  deatb  t«'  the  vennin.   Prices  5  02.  lOc. ;  15  02. 25o. :  4S  oz. 
I'>j  r.z.  Sl.Oj.    If  sent  by  mail  add  1  cent  extra  for  each  ounce  for 

EXCELSIOR  WIRE  &  POtXTKY  SUPPLY  CO.,        Dept.  I. 

^^  .  V.  IIUSS.  I*rup.      '36  and  28  Vesey  St..   New  York  City. 


THE  FAIR  for 


EXHIBITORS 
POULTRY  MEN 
■ALL  THE  PEOPLE 


IS  THE  WORCESTER  FAIR 


Sen<1  for  Pretniiitn  List  to 


J.  E.  GIFFOKD,  Sec, 

Ronm  IT.  Walker  Buiidiog,  'Worcester,  Mass. 


200-Egg  Incubator '"$12 

The  wonderful  simplicity  of  the  Wooden  Hen  and  the  greatl.v  increased 
production  forced  bj-  its  Immense  sales,  makes  it  possible  to  offer  this  per- 
fect hatcher  for  Sli.SO.  Self  regnlating  and  guaranteed  to  hatch  as  large 
a  percentage  of  eggs  as  any  other  hatcher  at  an;'  price.  Send  for  the  free 
Illustrated  catalogue  with  14  colored  views.   CEO.  H.  STAHL,  Quincy,  III 


COXKEY'.*;  ROUP  CURE 


CONKEY  S  ROUP  CURE 

The  nn'.T  renjei  iv  iH  .silivelv  kn^iv  ii  In  cure  Itoiip 

_    _  in  all  its  f.irni?  as  l..nfr:U  tlieli.wl  can  see  ;o 

ii».  Mniiiiy  pill  tiie  cure  in  drinkiiij;  water,  ami  llie  fowl  will  take  its  n"n  lueoiciue.  For  <  aiiker.  espe- 
-1 1  . r  in  pi^'erms.  tliis  rcnieiiy  excels  all  others.  <  iiie  package  makes  25  frallnns  of  medicine.  Directions 
■  , ,  T  "I^L-I""*''^-'^^'   If  "lis  fails  to  cure  we  reftiiid  Dimiev.  Postpaid,  small  size.  Wc.:  large  .size.  SI. 

AI.rMA  IXCCBaTOU  ro..  IVtaliima.  tal..  Pacific  Coast  Agents.  Meniioii  Farni-Ponllrv.  Pon"l 
■  I  G.  K.  CONKKY  *  CO.. 

t  I  >r:.  Wholesale  Office  No.  23  Barclav  St..   Xen- York  fitr.  Clevelainl.  Ohio. 

FOR    SALE    BY  ALL  POULTRY  SUPPLY  HOUSES    AND  DRUCCISTS. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

We  liiiTe  ^rreatly  improvf-il  onr  facilities  for  making  leg 
lands  aud  are  as  well  equipped  as  automatic  machines  and 
dies  can  make  us.   We  have  reduced  the  cost  of  maiiufactur- 

itomers.  The 


Most  pojiiilar  Leg 
Itand  on  the  market. 
Nearly  1,000,000  in 
use, 

Xole  new  prices. 
20c.  per  12;  2-.,  Vtu: 
SO.  60c.:  lOO.  Si. 

Prepaid.  Samples 
for    stamp.  State 

zes  warned 


Ingand  will  jn  turn  reduce  prices  to  our  custoi 
follovviug  prices  will  lie  in  force  afterlhis  date. 

TITE  KEYES-DAYIS  CO.,  Ltd.,  Manufacturers, 

Battle  Creek,  Mich. 


DOUBLE  CLINCH. 


ECLIPSE. 


Our  noul.;e 
Clin  c  h  a  ii  d 
Eclipse  Bands 
are  low  in  price, 
but  they  are  the 
best  bauds  on  the 
market  for  tlie 
money. 

Prices  either  stvle,  12,  l.'ic:  25,  SOc.;  „. 
Postpaid.  State  size  wanted.  Send  stamp  for 


100,  75c. 
es. 


Bands  insure  posi- 
live  ideniiticatinn  of 
scored  birds. 

Used  and  indor- . 
S(-d  by  pl-omlneni 
poultrymen  every- 
where. 12  for  30c.; 
25.  afic.:  SI;  100 
SI.«':  postpaid. 

Sealed  aOc..  Cic..  7V. 
Send  stamp 
samples. 


for 


1903 
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The  Right  Word  In  the  Right 
Place. 

What  our  eastern  contemporary  saTS  of  Mr. 
Hewes  as  a  Brahma  judge  will  not  be  well 
taken  by  western  faucieis,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  this  man's  ideas  are.  we  dare  say, 
the  very  ones  which  have  walied  these  west- 
ern fanciers  to  the  real  Brahma.  Whether 
we  are  advertising  Mr.  Hewes  or  not,  we  back 
bini  up  in  his  statements  concerning  the  ideal 
Brahma.  He  is  the  originator  of  the  tirade 
asainst  Cochiny  Brahnias,  and  inasmuch  as 
he  reported  what  lie  saw  way  down  east,  the 
Brahma  breeders  of  that  section  have  had  a 
knife  up  their  sleeve,  so  to  speak. — Poultry 
Topics. 

We  felicitate  the  writer  of  the  above  para- 
graph on  his  fine  discrimination  in  the  use  of 
words.  The  outpourings  against  "Cocliiny'' 
Brahmas  is  a  tirade— ''a  prolonged  declama- 
tory outpouring  of  dislike,"  as  the  dictionary 
explains  it. 


Poultry  at  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Premium  lisls  for  the  great  Trenton  show, 
held  in  connection  with  the  iiiter-state  fair, 
Trenton,  X.  J.,  Sept.  28  —  Oct.  2,  are  now 
ready  for  mailing.  All  exhibitors  and  breed- 
ers should  not  fail  to  send  for  one.  The  poul- 
try department  this  year  is  issuing  a  special 
premium  list,  and  the  good  things  it  contains 
should  not  be  missed. 

Among  the  new  things  this  year  are  the 
championship  medals.  These  handsome  med- 
als are  placed  on  the  best  bird  of  nearly  all 
the  Standard  varieties,  and  to  win  one  will  be 
a  great  ad.  Tbe  medal  itself  is  of  a  lasting 
quality,  and  is  something  to  be  proud  of. 

A  system  will  al>o  be  established  whereby 
winners  will  be  sure  of  securing  their  ribbons. 
As  a  rule,  many  are  lost  at  the  show  by  being 
stolen  from  the  coops,  and  some  are  lost  In 
transit.  This  cannot  happen  at  Trenton  this 
year. 

The  cash  specials  are  large  and  unequaled 
by  any  fall  show,  and  very  few  winter  shows, 
if  any. 

The  regular  prizes  are  most  liberal.  The 
International  Water  Fowl  Association  holds  a 
meeting  on  the  evening  of  September  SOth. 

The  American  Orpington  Club  ollrrs  a 
ril)boM  on  each  of  the  liest  male  and  female  in 
the  different  Buff  and  Black  varieties. 

Under  the  Suspices  of  the  National  Bantam 
Association  the  following  specials  are  offered  : 
For  best  Bantam  in  the  show,  silver  cup;  for 
best  Game  Bantam  male,  S2.50:  for  best  Game 
Bantam  female,  82.50;  for  l>est  OnianieDtal 
Hantam  male,  S2.50;  for  best  Ornamer.tal 
Bantam  female,  82.50. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Liglit 
Brahma  Club,  a  silver  cup  is  ottered  foi-  the 
best  cock,  hen,  cockerel,  and  pullet  of  Light 
Br:;hmas. 

Special  efforts  are  being  made  for  the  benefit 
of  pigeon  ami  jiet  stock  breeders,  and  they 
should  be  sure  to  send  for  premium  li>ts. 

The  judges  are :  —  J.  H.  Drevenstedt,  T.  F. 
McGrew,  J.  D.  Xevius,  M.  F.  Delano,  F.  H. 
Castner,  Fred  Huylcr,M.  J.  Stanton.  Welling- 
ton Kennedy,  and  Geo.  F.  Erbe. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  September  29th,  a 
banquet  will  be  held  for  the  exhil>itors,  and 
everyone  is  sure  of  a  good  time. 

An  Important  item  to  exhiljitors  is  the  excel- 
lent express  service.  Trenton  is  on  the  main 
lines,  and  very  little,  if  any,  transferring  has 
to  be  done. 

Trenton  is  also  a  good  show  for  business, 
anil  good  prices  are  the  rule. 

So  remember  the  dates,  Sept.  2*; — Oct.  2. 
and  don't  miss  the  fall  show  of  the  year. 
For  premium  lists,  etc.,  send  to 

W.  S.  Gladxey,  Jr.,  Sexi'y, 
.Somers  Point,  N.  J. 

St.  Louis  Show. 

The  St.  Louis  Fanciers"  Association  will 
hold  their  ninth  annual  exhibition  of  poultry, 
pigeons  and  pet  stock  In  the  Coliseum,  St. 
Louis,  Mo..  November  SOth  to  December  5th, 
1903.  Messrs.  Russell  and  Butterfield  have 
lieen  engaged  as  judges.  Send  your  name  at 
once  to  the  secretary  and  receive  a  premium 
list  as  soon  as  they  are  i.ssued.  Ross  C.  H. 
Hallock,  secretary,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Make 
Your 
Poultry 
Pay 


by  learning  how  to  run  the  business.  You  are  doomed  to  failure  unless  you 
are  prepared  to  do  your  part.    The  way  is  made  plain  hy  taking  a  course  in 

The  American  Poultry  Institute. 

The  only  exclusive  poultry  culture  institution  in  the  world.  V.'ithout  leaving 
vour  home  or  business  or  incurring  any  considerable  expense  3  0U  can  perfecth" 
fit  yourself  for  the  business  under  our  correspondence  system  of  instruction. 
Everv  phase  of  the  business  completely  covered. 

FACULTY  OF  50  INSTRUCTORS, 

everyone  a  poultry  specialist.  You  set  the  ri^ht  theories  at  first  hand  from  practical  men  who  have 
made  a  success  of  the  work.  Write  for  Free  Prospectus.  It  makes  plain  our  plan,  gives  names  of  in- 
structors, terms,  etc- 

THE  AMERICAN  POULTRY  INSTITUTE,  Dept.  P^,    Powers  Block,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


Because  There  are  Good  Grounds  for 
Skepticism. 


KDER  the  heading,  '-Editor 
Robinson  is  Skeptical,"  in 
the  July  issue  of  the  Xef 
England  Foultry  Jour- 
nal, editor  Palmer  of  that 
paper  says : — 
On  Friday  evening,  June 
19,  editor  Robinson,  of  Farm-Poi-ltry,  Bos- 
ton, was  the  guest  of  honor  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Springfield  Poultry  Association,  at  the 
regular  meeting,  held  in  Graves'  Hall.  At 
least  one  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen  were 
present.  Editor  Rol)iiison  read  a  carefully 
prepared  paper  on  ••Thc200-Egg  lien."  While 
admitting  the  fact  that  the  laying  recoids  of 
Individual  birds  had  in  many  cases  approached 
and  even  exceeded  the  200  mark,  he  doubted 
the  possibility  of  there  being  any  strictly  "200- 
egg  strain^■'  of  birds,  or  that  such  so  called 
strains  could  Impart  this  phenomenal  laying 
quality  to  their  oflFspring.  In  like  manner  Mr. 
Robinson  discounts  the  usefulness  of  the  trap 
nest  in  building  up  a  200-egg  flock. 

Now,  while  we  have  profound  admiration 
for  brother  Rol)inson  as  an  able  writer  and 
an  honest  and  sincere  observer,  we  do  possess 
respect  for  the  claim  of  many  of  our  breeders. 
We  know  of  many  strains  of  birds  in  Con- 
necticut and  Massachusetts  that  reach  the  200- 
egg  mark,  and  we  feel  encouraged  in  the 
belief  that  such  flocks  will  increase  in  num- 
bers. 

If  editor  Robinson  will  turn  l>ack  a  few 
years  to  the  files  of  his  own  jiaper  he  will  find 
page  after  page  devote.l  to  the  details  of  an 
egg  contest  in  which  230  pens  sttirted  for  a 
year,  and  14.3  were  faithful  to  the  end.  He 
will  find  that  the  twenty  leading  pens  aver- 
aged 2iO  eggs  per  hen.  At  first  FAR^f-PorL- 
TRY  tried  to  decry  this  test,  but  a  year  or  two 
later,  being  sati>fied  that  it  was  most  carefully 
carried  out,  it  apologized  for  the  harsh  things 
it  said,  and  reprinted  the  full  details  of  the 
contest.  So  much  for  the  200-egg  hen.  We 
trust  in  time  editor  Robinson  will  become  as 
thorough  an  enthusiast  as  be  is  now  a  doubt- 
ing Thomas.    Here's  hojiing. 


Though  tolerably  familiar  with  the  files  of 
Fakm-I'i>1"Ltry,  I  must  confess  that  I  know 
of  nothing  in  them  that  will  warrant  the  ref- 
erences in  the  last  paragraph  quoted  above, 
and  I  wish  Mr.  Palmer  would  point  out  the 
things  he  thinks  justify  his  statements.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  he  and  I  interpret  them  dif- 
ferently. However  that  may  be,  even  if 
there  have  been  things  published  in  the  paper 
under  a  former  management  which  give  aid 
and  comfort  to  those  whose  hope  for  the 
future  of  poultry  culture  seems  to  rest  mostlv 
on  200-egg  hens,  I  am  no  more  required  to 
accept  such  as  law  and  gospel  than  any  of  the 
gentlemen  who  in  times  past  have  had  to  do 
with  the  making  of  the  paper  are  to  accept 
my  views. 

As  Jo  the  particular  point  on  which  .Mr. 
Palmer  takes  issue  with  me,  i.  e.,  the  occur- 
rence of  200-egg  "strains"  of  fowls. 

He  says  that  he  knows  of  many  strains  in 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  that  reach  the 
200-egg  mark,  and  speaking  out  of  this 
lerlainty  of  knowledge  expresses  the  hope 
tliut  in  time  (and  I  suppose  with  better  infor- 
mation) my  doubts  will  be  removed,  and  I 
will  become  an  enthusiast  on  200-egg  hens. 

Weil,  it  is  possible  that  Mr.  Palmer  knows 
a  good  deal  more  about  200-egg  hens  and 


strains  than  I  do.  If  he  knoios  that  he  has 
had  a  flock  of  hens  that  averaged  200  eggs 
each  in  a  year,  he  knows  more  than  I  do.  If 
he  has  records  that  show  a  single  hen  (of  his 
own)  laying  200  or  more  eggs  in  a  year,  he 
has  more  than  I  have.  If  he  himself  has  not 
such  knowledge  or  such  records  then  his 
knowledge  of  the  subject  like  mine  rests  upon 
statements  of  others,  and  his  knowledge 
or  belief  difterent  from  mine,  is  difierent 
because  of  the  difterence  in  his  attitude 
toward  the  evidence. 

I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  Mr.  Palmer  and  I 
think  or  believe  very  differently  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  can  hardly  think  that  he  wrote 
deliberately  and  with  the  wish  to  be  taken 
literally  when  he  said  he  knew  of  "many 
strains  that  reach  the  200-egg  mark."'  There 
is  a  wide  difference  between  a  "strain'"  as  a 
strain  reaching  the  200-egg  mark  and  a  few 
individuals  In  it  reaching  that  mark. 

What  is  a  strain? 

Several  years  ago  I  asked  the  question  of  a 
number  of  breeders.  Only  two  cared  to  com- 
mit themselves  in  reply.  Only  one  gave  a 
concise  definition.  That  was  Mr.  F.  B.  Zim- 
mer.    Here  is  what  he  said  : — 

"What  constitutes  a  strain? 

"Certain  peculiarities  as  regards  'shape'  or 
'color'  of  any  breed  different  from  the  general 
appearance  of  others  of  the  same  breed, and 
to  that  degree  that  the  birds  having  this  par- 
ticular color  or  shape  will  reproduce  it  in 
their  offspring.  This  constitutes  a  strain  as 
far  as  outirard  appearance  is  concerned,  but 
there  are  other  characteristics  that  can  be 
called  merits  or  otherwise,  that  will  enable  a 
breeder  to  lay  claim  to  a  'strain,'  viz. :  a  strain 
of  sitters  or  non-sitters:  a  strain  that  lays 
brown  eggs  or  white  eggs,  etc. 

"When,  if  ever,  may  a  breeder  claim  to 
have  established  a  distinct  strain  of  a  variety? 

'•Not  until  there  is  enough  dift'erence  In  the 


era  nonittae  ben  needs  ^ 

CONDITION  POWDER.  Itput3herln 
condition,  makesthe plumage growqulck- 
17  and  glTe*  tbe  gloss  so  attractive  In  show 
birds.  . 

^trer-idanrs 

^■^liCONDmOM 

,  Powdef 

•will  make  chickens  healtliy  »nd  keep 
thetn  np  to  the  mark.  Makes  young 
pullets  early  Iflvers  for  October  egg 
prices.  II  you  can't  buy  It  near  home 
we  will  send  one  package  23  cents; 
five,  *1.00;  21b.  can  ll.'Ai;  e\x.  f5.00. 
>Ex.  paid.  Sample  pioultry  pajwr  tree. , 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO..  Boston,  Mass. 


appearance  of  his  birds,  and  they  are  capable 
of  reproducing  this  difference  in  their  chicks, 
so  that  the  breeder  himself,  or  any  of  our  real 
experts  and  show  goers,  could  point  out  birds 
bred  from  his  stock,  or  bred  by  himself,  at 
another  fancier's  yards,  or  in  the  show  pens, 
without  any  further  information  as  to  who 
owned  them  or  was  showing  them.  We  are 
now  speaking  only  of  what  constitutes  a  strain 
which  is  noticeable  from  appearance." 

I  don't  think  much  fault  can  be  found  with 
Mr.  Zimmer's  detinition  of  a  strain.  Apply- 
ing his  last  answer  to  the  case  of  the  200-egg 
hens,  what  do  we  find? 

Where  is  the  claimant  who  has  shown  a 
record  of  approximately  200  eggs  per  hen  for 
his  stock  in  his  own  yards  for  a  period  of 
years?  Where  the  one  who  can  produce  any 
volume  of  reports  from  buyers  of  his  stock 
and  eggs  which  will  substantiate  his  claims? 

I  would  like  to  have  Mr.  Palmer  publish  in 
his  paper  a  list  of  those  he  knows  (of)  who 
have  claimed  or  claim  to  have  200-egg  strains, 
who  have  claimed  or  now  claitn  that  their 
stock  was  or  is  bred  to  a  200-egg  standard  or 
average  of  production,  or  to  anything  approx- 
imating that.  I  imagine  he  would  have  some 
difficulty  in  making  a  list  containing  many 
names,  though  his  list  took  in  the  whole 
country. 

If  he  feels  disposed  to  make  and  publish 
such  a  list  I  would  suggest  that  he  find  out 
first  from  each  person  named  whether  he  is 
thus  willing  to  be  put  on  record  and  to  chal- 
lenge an  investigation  of  his  records,  the 
methods  by,  and  conditions  under  which  they 
were  made,  and  of  any  facts  having  a  bearing 
upon  the  case.  I  make  this  suggestion  because 
unless  a  claimant  is  willing  to  be  investigated 
his  claim  is  not  entitled  to  consideration,  and 
I  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  more  than 
one  person  who  has  put  forth  claims  of 
remarkable  laying  qualities  inherent  in  his 
stock  would  prefer  not  to  have  a  too  search- 
ing investigation  made  and  results  published, 
and  if  Mr.  Palmer  publishes  a  list  of  those  he 
thinks  have  200-egg  "strains,''  it  will  probably 
lead  to,  at  least,  some  pointed  questions  in 


Molting  Hens 

If  your  hens  are  shedding  their  feathers 
and  not  laying,  they  are  out  of  condition. 
The  best  poultry  authorities  say,  "When 
hens  are  in  condition  they  will  lay  perfect 
eggs  and  plentv  of  them."  Then  help 
them  over  molting  time  or  j'ouregg  profit 
will  be  lost.  Sheridan's  Conditiox 
Powder  will  help  the  molting  hens.  The 
process  of  molting  is  a  very  exhausting 
one.  The  growing  of  nev\  feathers 
requires  all  the  nitrogen  and  phosphates 
in  the  food,  so  that  there  is  an  extra 
demand  upon  the  strength.  The  elements 
needed  bv  poultrv  at  molting,  in  addition 
to  good  food,  are  contained  in  Sheri- 
dan's CoxDiTiox  Powder  to  a  high 
degree.  Thousands  of  poultrrmen  have 
proven  it  to  be  worth  its  weight  in  gold 
for  molting  hens. 

When  your  hens  show  signs  of  molting, 
feed  them  once  daily,  in  a  hot  bran  mash, 
Sheridan's  Powder  as  directed.  Do 
this  and  j-ou  will  have  as  others  do  who 
have  tried  the  plan,  an  abundance  of  eggs 
to  sell  in  the  fall  and  winter  month*  ' 
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some  old  eases,  some  pertinent  historical  state- 
ments ill  others,  and  a  close  scrutiny  of  all  the 
new  names. 

This  is  not,  as  Mr.  Palmer  appears  to  inti- 
mate, a  question  of  mv  observation  or  opinion 
against  the  word  of  many  breeders.  The 
number  of  those  who  have  claimed  200-egff 
averages  for  even  small  selected  flocks  is  not 
large.  My  observation  and  opinion  are  not 
peculiar  or  in  any  way  unique.  What  I  find 
and  believe  about  200-egg  hens  and  strains 
is  what  an  overwhelming  majority  of  experi- 
enced practical  ponltrymen  have  found  and 
believe,  and  what  I  think  Mr.  Palmer,  when 
he  carefully  reckons  out  his  position,  will  find 
he  believes. 

That  section  of  the  poultry  press  which  in 
the  past  has  not  lent  itself  to  the  exploitation 
of  alleged  200-egg  flocks,  and  the  200-egg  idea 
has  —  it  would  seem  —  been  too  lenient,  too 
Indulgent  with  those  who  have  made  these 
etartling  claims.    One  reason  for  this  has 


been  that  generally  it  is  some  time  after  the 
publication  of  a  story  before  the  actual  facts 
are  found  out.  Besides  this  on  the  principle 
that  the  man  under  suspicion  is  entitled  to 
every  benefit  of  the  doubt,  a  paper  is  not  justi- 
fied in  publishing  its  special  suspicions  in  con- 
nection with  any  particular  case  until  the 
cumulative  evidence  becomes  very  strong. 
By  that  time  i^it  has  happened  more  than 
once)  the  party  may  be  in  a  situation  where 
the  publication  of  the  facts  would  do  good 
only  as  they  helped  to  correct  generally  wrong 
ideas,  while  the  exposure  of  the  individual 
would  be  very  much  like  kicking  a  man  who 
was  down. 

So  since  the  error  about  200-egg  strains  still 
finds  persons  who  ought  to  know  better  active 
in  perpetuating  and  spreading  it,  perhaps  we 
might  as  well  begin  to  settle  the  question  now. 
and  if  Mr.  Palmer  can  furnish  a  list  of  names  of 
owners  of  200-egg  hens  who  want  their  claims 
sifted,  I  will  undertake  to  do  partof  the  sifting. 


A  Stir  in  Feathers. 


,UCH  INTEREST  is  appar- 
ently being  centered  in 
the  H-0  Co."s  vei^y  orig- 
inal and  unique  Feather 
Guessing  Contest,  as 
announced  in  our  last 
issue  and  in  this  edition. 
The  Company  reports  that  more  guesses  are 
coming  than  they  really  expected  so  early  in 
the  contest.  Perhaps  some  of  the  knowing 
ones  among  the  fancy  had  already  done  a 
little  feather  counting  on  their  own  account  at 
some  time  or  other,  and  were  ready  for  the 
emergency.  After  all,  it  doesn't  seem  like 
guch  a  formidable  proposition  as  some  might 
suppose,  if  you  stop  to  think  about  it. 

The  H-0  Company  should  be  given  credit 
for  having  opened  up  a  very  interesting  and 
Instructive  line  of  thought  upon  original 
lines.  The  feather  question  is  likely  to  have 
a  pretty  general  discussion,  and  some  interest- 
ing problems  will  no  doubt  be  presented. 
For  instance,  how  many  times  does  a  chick 
change  its  down  and  featherlets"  before  it 
gets  its  real  suit  of  sure  enough  feathers — how 
many  feather  changes  during  the  first  year? 
Does  a  fowl  have  more  feathers  than  a  chick 
or  broiler,  or  is  it  just  a  difference  in  size  of 
feathers?  Are  there  really  more  feathers  on 
a  Cochin  than  a  Leghorn,  or  is  it  just  a  differ- 
ence in  size  and  shape  and  the  way  they  are 
put  on?  Perhaps  the  Company  could  favor 
us  with  an  interesting  article  in  our  next  issue 
on  the  subject  of  feathers  in  a  general  way. 
Xo  doubt  some  of  our  readers  could  contrilj- 
nte  some  good  matter  of  this  kind,  —  on  the 
market  value  of  feathers,  how  to  care  for 
them,  the  drain  on  the  vital  energies  of  a  fowl 
during  the  molting  season,  the  necessity  for 
correct  feeding  during  that  trying  time,  etc. 
Probablv  some  data  that  might  serve  as  a 


basis  to  work  on  would  stimulate  even  a 
greater  interest  in  this  contest, — although  the 
best  basis  of  course  would  be  to  kill  about  that 
description  of  a  fowl  and  count  the  feathers. 
It  would  be  an  interesting  and  instructive 
tjisk,  for  instance,  for  the  children,  and  give 
them  a  chance  to  earn  a  Jittle  pin  money. 

The  H-0  Company  permits  us  to  publish  the 
following  information,  for  the  benefit  of  our 
readers  who  may  wish  to  guess:  They  say 
th.at  a  certain  Plymouth  Eock  pullet  (common 
stock)  4J  lbs.  live  weight  was  killed  last 
March,  and  the  feathers  on  the  entire  body 
except  the  head  and  small  portion  of  neck, 
saved  and  counted.  There  were  about  5,000 
feathers;  and  the  estimate  of  small  feathers  on 
the  head  and  neck  would  add  from  500  to 
1,000  more. 

One  way  of  estimating  would  be  to  dry 
pick  a  Plymouth  Eock  (74  llis.  if  you  have 
one)  weigh  the  feathers  (which  will  probably 
come  pretty  close  to  3  oz.,)  then  weigh  up 
say  half  an  ounce  on  a  postal  scale,  taking  a 
fair  sprinkling  of  feathers  from  the  head,  neck, 
wing,  tail,  etc.,  count  this  small  portion  and 
multiply  it  by  6,  or  whatever  the  right  pro- 
portion is.  If  you  take  a  chicken  in  moll, 
remember  two  things, — first,  that  the  feathers 
are  heavier  on  account  of  the  animal  matter 
in  the  quill,  and  second,  that  there  are  pro!> 
ably  some  feathers  missing  on  account  of  the 
molting  process.  Eemember  also,  if  you 
weigh  old  feathers,  that  the  chicken  feathers 
in  particular  gain  weight  with  age. 

The  prizes  offered  by  the  H-0  Company  are 
so  liberal  that  every  one  ought  to  take  a  hand 
in  the  contest.  It  only  takes  a  little  enterprise 
and  patience.  The  H-0  Company  says  that  in 
a  certain  feather  store  in  Buffalo,  12,000  mixed 
chicken  feathers,  dry,  were  counted  by  one 
Derson  in  two  hours  time. 


Douglas  Mixture  and  Diarrhoea. 


.DITOR  Farm-Pocltrv  :— 
I  am  having  what  is  a  very 
common  trouble  I  suppose, 
hut  as  it  is  my  first  case  of 
the  kind,  I  don't  quite 
know  how  to  handle  it, 
and  want  your  advice  first 
as  to  cure,  second  as  to  prevention.  Out  of  a 
flock  of,  say  50  old  hens,  I  have  had  in  a  week 
eight  cases  of  violent  diarrhct a.  Some  of  these 
hens  are  yarded  ;  some  have  free  range  on  30 
acres,  including  woods.  There  are  five  cases 
from  the  hens  on  range,  and  three  from  the 
yarded.  So  far  two  deaths  —  one  doubtful — 
and  first  seemingly  convalescent. 

All  cases  have  come  on  alike.  The  hen  takes 
to  a  nest  apparently  broody,  and  in  most  cases 
really  so.  In  about  two  days  when  I  was 
ready  to  set  them,  I  found  the  fluff  covered  by 
a  greenish  black  watery  mess,  not  in  the  least 
"  gummy,"  but  just  solid  wet.  The  first 
case  I  treated  with  bichloride  of  mercury, 
three  x,  and  she  got  well  in  three  days.  I 
thought  that  was  easy ;  second  case  treated 
same  way — died.  Other  cases  treated  as  fol- 
jows: — First,  half  a  te-nspoonful  ca>tor  oil — 


diet  of  boiled  rice  and  chalk  exclusively. 
First  day  Jamaica  ginger  in  drinking  water, 
after  that  Douglas  mixture.  Under  this 
treatment  one  died  —  one  is  pretty  sick  still, 
and  first  seem  to  have  greatly  improved.  Sur- 
roundings are  as  follows: — House  in  center 
15  X  18  for  grain  room,  east  wing  SO  x  12  for 
layers — all  in  one,  hens  have  free  range;  we.«t 
wing  75  X  12  in  eight  pens,  9x9  with  walk  for 
bree<lers.  House  on  slope  facing  south;  sur- 
face water  from  north  drained  away  five  feet 
north  of  house.  House  built  t.  and  g.  boards, 
red  rope  paper,  and  shingled  outside.  Drop- 
pings boards  under  roosts  cleaned  daily,  sum- 
mer and  winter.  Water  in  Peep-o"-day  foun- 
tains above  litter,  and  free  from  droppings  or 
dirt.  Floors  cl.iy,  and  dry.  with  good  wheat 
straw  litter.  Litter  forked  up  to  one  side 
once  each  week,  and  floors  swept.  Water  is 
changed  twice  daily,  and  at  present,  molting 
having  commenced,  has  Douglas  mixture  in 
it.  Above  applies  to  lioth  yarded  and  range 
fowls.  •         •  • 

T  first  suspected  some  drainage  water,  about 
300  feet  from  laying  house,  but  if  that  was  the 
cause  why  do  some  yarded  fowls  have  the 


trouble?  I  then  suspected  the  young  cabbage, 
but  that  is  not  fed  to  the  fowls  on  range,  yet 
they  have  the  trouble.  It  has  been  suggested 
to  me  that  I  ought  to  take  the  charcoal  away 
from  them,  but  that  should  aid  digestion,  and 
I  have  not  done  it.  The  trouble  is  confined 
exclusively  to  mature  hens.  There  are  at  least 
40  young  pullets  five  months  old  in  the  laying 
house  without  a  sign  of  the  trouble,  so  far  at 
least.  In  the  breeding  house  only  one  pen 
(BuffEocks)  h:is  been  affected.  Some  of  the 
breeding  house  pens  have  30  to  40  pullets  from 
7  to  12  weeks  old  in  them,  but  no  sign  of 
trouble,  yet  they  are  fed  and  treated  just  like 
the  older  fowls.  None  of  the  cocks  or  cock- 
erels show  any  trouble  so  far. 

My  present  treatment  seems  reasonably  suc- 
cessful so  far,  but  I  should  like  to  have  any 
suggestions  to  improve  on  it;  but  far  more 
important,  I  want  to  find  what  causes  the 
trouble  and  head  it  off,  not  only  now,  but  for 
another  season.  I  have  never  had  this  trouble 
before,  and  lack  experience  in  it.  Of  course 
all  fowls  showing  signs  of  sickness  are  segre- 
gated, yone  of  the  hens  have  ever  had  "egg 
foods"  or  forcing  powders.  I  prefer  natural 
laying  from  good  healthy  hens.  I  feel  the 
hens  have  good  care,  good  sensible  food,  and 
I  am  surprised  at  this  epidemic.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  have  any  criticism  of  methods,  and 
shall  be  grateful  for  helpful  suggestions. 

G.  H.  L. 


takably  detrimental  to  the  general  health  of 
both  fowls  and  chicks,  and  have  never  used  it 
since.  I  never  personally  had  or  saw  any 
such  severe  cases  as  Mr.  L.  describes  result 
from  it,  and  perhaps  such  would  not  occur, 
except  after  long  continued  use  of  it,  unless 
there  were  other  causes  working  toward  like 
bad  results,  unless  some  of  the  fowls  taking  it 
were  peculiarly  susceptible  to  what  was 
injurious  in  the  mixture,  or  the  mixture  were 
given  too  strong.  Perhaps  some  of  Mr.  L.'s 
bens,  weakened  and  run  down  after  a  long 
season  of  laying,  were  easily  physicked  by  the 
poisonous  Douglas  mixture,  though  it  did  not 
affect  either  the  hens  in  better  condition  or  the 
thrifty  growing  chicks. 

It  may  be  that  there  are  other  causes,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  with  Douglas  mixture  as  I 
understand  from  the  statement  of  the  case, 
just  introduced  into  the  ration  with  the  molt- 
ing season,  and  severe  diarrhcea  immediateiy 
making  its  appearance,  the  reasonable  thing 
to  do  is  to  susnect  the  mixture. 


I  think  the  trouble  is,  at  least  in  part,  due 
to  the  use  of  Douglas  mixture.  If  the  corn 
used  is  at  all  moldy,  and  most  cracked  corn 
that  I  have  seen  at  different  places  this  season 
is  somewhat  moldy,  that  would  also  contribute 
to  such  trouble. 

From  my  own  experience,  of  a  dozen  or 
more  years  ago,  in  using  Douglas  mixture,  I 
would  not  think  now  of  giving  it  to  poultry. 
At  that  time  I  found  it  distinctiv  and  unmis- 


Poor  old  symmetry !  After  being  torn  to 
tatters  in  many  a  hot  controversy,  it  was  at 
last  kicked  out  of  the  Standard  of  Perfection, 
and  we  supposed  we  had  seen  the  last  of  it. 
At  its  best  it  was  a  puzzle  to  most  judges,  and 
at  its  worst  an  absurd  mockery  when  applied 
ill  scoring  by  a  judge  who  had  no  eye  what- 
ever for  harmonious  lines.  "Typical  carriage" 
took  its  place,  only  to  be  in  turn  rejected,  and 
old  symmetry  comes  into  its  own  again,  for 
in  the  new  Standard  it  is  to  appear,  as  of  old, 
only  more  so. — Fanciers'  Monthly. 


Rex  Lice  Killer. 

AoiTust  is  a  bad  month  ^z-eDerally  for  stock  of  any 
kind,  and  especially  Is  it  severe  on  poultry.  Bex 
Lice  Killer  is  one  of  the  very  best  remedies  for 
relieving  poultry  of  insects  and  miles  that  is  on  the 
market.  Tiie  Eex  Stock  Food  Co.,  of  Omaha,  Neb., 
mania  facrure  this  exclnsively.  Write  tliem  for  full 
particulars. 


I    A  Little  Money 

I  -Plus- 

i    A  Little  Effort 

^5  'ji.  the  part  of  auTone  interested  in  ponltrr  raising  wiM  f-ii'a:n  a  copv  of  anv  or  all  of  the 
f...l..wii,g  list  of  the  best  poulirv  books  from  •'  THK  FAKM-POl'l-TKT  SEKIKS." 

By  taking  advantage  of  this  exceptional  offer  vf  r  >  complete,  practical 

potiltry  library  for  a  wonderfullv  small  sum"  f  f  u  should  not  miss  this 

opportunity  to  secure  hooks  that  are 'rec<'ginzed  as  ii.c  ::.  riiies  i.n  the  subjects  of 

-jl  which  they  treat.  Xotice  the  one  copy  price  bel.iw,  and  ihe  price  for  which  we  will  sell  two 
c<*pie5  to  be  sent  to  one  address,  postage  prepaid  by  ns.  You  deliver  friend's 
copy. 

i        The  List  of  Books: 

3J  One  Copv    Tvs  o  Copies 

^  A  Liriiig  from  Poiiltiy,  ( Beyer) 

5j  The  Book  for  Beginners,  25  cts. 

Profitable  Poultry  Fariiilug, 

The  Next  Step  and  Guide,  (Boyer)  25  cts. 

Winter  Eggs.  (Robinson) 

And  How  to  Get  Them,  25  cts. 

Broilers  for  Profit.  (Boyer) 

A  Guide  to  Broiler  Raising.  50  cts. 

Fariii-Poultiy  Doctor,  <  Sanborn) 

How  to  Prevent  and  Cure  Diseases 

of  Poultry,  by  a  Physician.  50  cts. 

Ponltrj'-Craft.  (Robinson) 

The  Most  Complete  Poultry  Book 

ever  published.    272  pages.  $2.00 


30  cts. 
30  cts 
30  cts. 
60  cts 

60  cts. 


$3.00 


WE   WILL  SELL 


OXE  WHOLE  SET,  SLx  Tolmiies,  for  only  $3.00 
T^VO  WHOLE  SETS,  Twelye  Toliunes,for  $4.50 

For  yon  alone  one  wliole  set  of  six  volnmes  for  S3.00  is  a  bargain.  But  bv  a  yerj- 
little  efrort,  you  can  sell  a  ueiglibur  or  friend  aov  one  or  several  of  the  booljs  or  tlie 
wlioie  set,  and  as  you  will  note,  tlie  commission  we  allow  practicallv  navs  for  vour  oopv. 
On  a  two  set  order  you  gel  the  si.K  books  for  $2.25.  Tsual  price  of  Poultry  Crafi  alone  is 
pay  all  postage  when  sent  to  one  party,  but  if  vou  want  the  bookssentto 
twoditferent  addresses  add  lo  ihe  price  of  vour  friend's  lot  sav  3  cents  for  each  2ic.  book, 
5  cents  for  each  ;A\:.  hook,  and  10  cents  for  each  S2.0C'  book. 

SEXD  ALt  ORDERS  TO  TS,  witli  cash  in  Registered  Letter  or  an 
Express  or  Post  Office  Money  Order. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB,  CO,,        232  Summer  Street.    Boston,  Mass, 


 ^ 


